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The Florida Senate

COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA

APPROPRIATIONS
Senator Broxson, Chair
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Thursday, March 16, 2023
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BILL DESCRIPTION and
TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION
1 CS/SB 202 K-12 Education; Revising student eligibility and Fav/CS
Appropriations Committee on ineligibility requirements for the Family Empowerment Yeas 12 Nays 6

Education / Simon

Scholarship Program; revising obligations of eligible

(Compare CS/CS/CS/CS/H 1, H nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations; revising

457)

student eligibility and ineligibility requirements for the
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program; authorizing
public schools, including charter schools, to enroll
certain students on a part-time basis; requiring the
State Board of Education to provide
recommendations by a specified date to the Governor
and the Legislature for repeals and revisions of the
Florida Early Learning-20 Education Code to be
considered in the 2024 legislative session; authorizing
vehicles other than buses to transport students;
authorizing district school boards to use advanced
degrees in setting salary schedules for instructional
personnel or school administrators, etc.

ED 02/21/2023 Favorable
AED 03/08/2023 Fav/CS
AP 03/16/2023 Fav/CS

2 CS/SB 242

Fiscal Accountability; Requiring state entities to post Favorable

Governmental Oversight and any documents submitted on the contract tracking Yeas 18 Nays 0
Accountability / Garcia system which indicate the use of state funds as

(Similar CS/H 955)

remuneration under certain contracts, beginning on a
specified date; deleting a provision requiring state
entities to publish payments on the contract tracking
system; requiring that contracts for services executed,
amended, or extended beginning on a specified date
require contractors to provide specified
documentation to be included in the contract tracking
system and posted to the contractor’'s website, if
applicable, etc.

GO 03/07/2023 Fav/CS
AP 03/16/2023 Favorable
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The Florida Senate

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Appropriations

BILL:

CS/CS/SB 202

INTRODUCER:  Appropriations Committee; Appropriations Committee on Education Committee; and

Senator Simon and others

SUBJECT: K-12 Education
DATE: March 20, 2023 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Sagues, Jahnke Bouck ED Favorable
2. Gray Elwell AED Fav/CS
3. Gray Sadberry AP Fav/CS
Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes
Summary:

CS/CS/SB 202 establishes and modifies K-12 education programs to provide additional financial
supports for families and flexibility for school districts. The bill expands educational choice and
opportunity for Florida families, supports public schools by reducing state regulations, and
benefits teachers by removing barriers to certification.

The bill expands and supports school choice by:

Increasing the number of students served under the Family Empowerment Scholarship for
students with disabilities (FES-UA) by increasing annual scholarship growth rates from 1
percent to 3 percent of Florida’s exceptional education students.

Expanding eligibility for the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program (FTC) and Family
Empowerment Scholarship Program for education options (FES-EO) to any student that is a
resident of Florida and is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12 in a public
school, and removing enrollment caps for the FES-EO. The bill establishes the personalized
education program as a parent directed educational choice option and authorizes the student
to participate in FTC. The bill retains the priority for FTC and FES-EO scholarships for those
students whose household income does not exceed 185 percent of the federal poverty level
(FPL) and creates a second priority for households with income not exceeding 400 percent of
the FPL.

Expanding the scope of authorized uses for the FTC and FES-EO scholarships to include
specified purchases through an education savings account.
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e Authorizing excess funds from the FTC to fund FES-UA scholarships.

e Authorizing a limited number of students enrolled in a personalized education program to
participate in the FTC and FES-EO scholarships.

e Requiring scholarship funding organizations to develop purchasing guidelines for authorized
uses of scholarship funds and publish them to their websites.

The bill requires the State Board of Education (SBE) to, by November 1, 2023, recommend
reductions to the Florida Early Learning-20 education code, considering stakeholder input. The
bill provides immediate reductions to regulations by:

e Providing flexibility for school districts by exempting from the required cost per student
station any construction started prior to July 1, 2026.

e Removing the requirement for at least one course within the 24 credits required for a
standard diploma to be completed through online learning.

e Adding flexibility for student transportation by allowing vehicles other than school buses to
regularly transport students.

e Revising the requirements of the acceptable means of demonstrating mastery of general
knowledge and professional preparation and education competence to include documentation
of two years of effective or highly effective teaching in a Florida public school while
teaching under a temporary certificate.

¢ Increasing the length of a nonrenewable temporary teaching certificate from 3 to 5 years.

e Expressly authorizing any public school, including charter schools, to permit a student to
enroll part-time, and provides for proportional funding based on time of attendance.

e Authorizes the Commissioner of Education to deny an owner, officer or director to
participate in the state school scholarship program if the individual has operated an
educational institution that closed during the school year.

e Extends the timeline to transfer a student record from three to five school days.

e Authorizes the district school tax to be used for payment of salaries and benefits for
employees whose job duties support related activities.

The bill will have a negative impact on state expenditures. In addition to maximizing the
capacity of estimated tax credits and assuming the use of a carryforward or reserve balance
available under the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship (FTC) the bill will require an additional
$217.2 million state appropriation for Fiscal Year 2023-2024. The impact on state expenditures
will increase or decrease depending on the average awards for the scholarships and if more or
less students participate than forecasted.

In Fiscal Year 2024-2025, the impact on state expenditures is expected to grow as additional
home school students may participate in the program due to increases in the caps in the bill.

The bill has an effective date of July 1, 2023.
Present Situation:

The Present Situation is presented under Section 111, Effect of Proposed Changes.
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I, Effect of Proposed Changes:
Education Choice Scholarships in Florida

Present Situation

Florida offers scholarship programs that allow parents of eligible students to register and attend
private schools that may better serve a student’s particular needs or to provide educational
options for students with disabilities. These programs primarily consist of the Florida Tax Credit
Scholarship (FTC),! the Family Empowerment Scholarship for students attending private school
(FES-EO), the Family Empowerment Scholarship for students with disabilities (FES-UA),? and
the Hope Scholarship Program (Hope).?

Private schools must meet specific criteria in order to be eligible to participate in Florida’s
scholarship programs and the Florida Department of Education (DOE) and Commissioner of
Education (commissioner) are tasked with implementation and oversight responsibilities. DOE
oversight responsibilities include verification of private school eligibility and compliance, parent
information and complaints, coordination of health and safety inspections, provision of statewide
assessments, and initial site visits.*

Currently, 71 percent of the kindergarten through grade 12 eligible student population qualifies
for an FTC or FES-EO scholarship.®

Scholarship Funding Organizations

Florida’s scholarship programs are administered by DOE-approved non-profit scholarship-
funding organizations (SFO).® A SFO must be a state university; or an independent college or
university that is eligible to participate in the William L. Boyd, 1V, Effective Access to Student
Education Grant Program, located and chartered in this state, is not for profit, and is accredited
by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; or is a
Florida based charitable organization that complies with scholarship program requirements.’
There are currently two SFOs approved to administer the FES-EO, the FES-UA, the FTC, the
HOPE, and the Reading Scholarship Programs. Specifically, the A.A.A. Scholarship Foundation
administers FTC, FES-EOQ, and FES-UA scholarships, while Step Up for Students administers
FTC, FES-EO, FES-UA, HOPE, and Reading Scholarship Program scholarships.®

! Section 1002.395, F.S.; see also rule 6A-6.0960, F.A.C.

2 Section 1002.394, F.S.; see also rule 6A-6.0952, F.A.C.

3 Section 1002.40, F.S.; see also rule 6A-6.0951, F.A.C.

4 Section 1002.421, F.S.

® Florida House of Representatives, Presentation to the PreK-12 Appropriations Committee, Overview on Florida’s K-12
Choice Scholarship Programs (Feb. 7, 2023), available at
https://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?PublicationType=Committees& Committeeld=3209&Session=
2023&DocumentType=Meeting+Packets&FileName=pka+2-7-23.pdf.

8 DOE, Scholarship Funding Organizations, https://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/k-12-scholarship-programs/sfo/
(last visited Feb. 15, 2023).

7 Section 1002.395, F.S.

8 DOE, Scholarship Funding Organizations, https://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/k-12-scholarship-programs/sfo/
(last visited Feb. 15, 2023).
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Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program

The FTC was created in 2001 and enables taxpayers to make private, voluntary contributions to a
SFO, to expand educational opportunities for families that have limited financial resources. The
FTC is funded with contributions to SFOs from taxpayers who receive a tax credit for use against
their liability for specified taxes. The tax credit is equal to 100 percent of the eligible
contributions made. SFOs use these contributions to award scholarships to eligible low-income
students for the cost of tuition and fees at an eligible private school or transportation expenses to
a Florida public school in which a student is enrolled and that is different from the school to
which the student was assigned.

FTC Scholarship Eligibility

The FTC provides scholarships to students, with priority given to children from low-income
families and those who are in foster care or out-of-home care. Contingent upon available funds, a
student is initially eligible for an FTC scholarship if he or she is:

e On the direct certification list® or the student’s household income level does not exceed an
adjusted maximum percent of the federal poverty level (FPL), which is set at 400 percent of
the FPL, or $111,000%° for a family of four, for the 2022-2023 school year.!!

e Currently placed, or during the previous state fiscal year was placed, in foster care or in out-
of-home care.

e Asibling of a student participating in the FTC scholarship and the siblings reside in the same
household.

Scholarship Term

Once a student qualifies for an FTC scholarship based on household income during his or her
initial eligibility year, the student continues to be eligible until he or she graduates from high
school or turns 21 years old, whichever occurs first, regardless of household income level in
subsequent years. *2 A scholarship recipient is not required to reapply annually, however, an SFO
may require a recipient to annually confirm continued participation in the program.*3

FTC Scholarship Prohibitions
A student is not eligible for a scholarship under the FTC if the student is:

% See s. 1002.395, F.S.

10 United Stated Department of Health & Human Services, U.S. Federal Poverty Guidelines Used to Determine Financial
Eligibility for Certain Federal Programs, Chart showing multiples of the poverty guidelines for 2022, available at
https://aspe.hhs.gov/topics/poverty-economic-mobility/poverty-guidelines.

11 Section 1002.395(3)(b)1., F.S. The FPL may be increased by 25 percentage points in the fiscal year following a fiscal year
in which more than 5 percent of the allowable scholarships have not been funded. The eligibility for the 2021-2022 school
year was set at 375 percent of the FPL. See also Step Up for Students, Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Parent Handbook
(July 2022), at 3, available at https://www.stepupforstudents.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-2023-FTC-Parent-Handbook-
Final-Draft.pdf.

12 Section 1002.395, F.S.

13 See Step Up for Students, 2022-2023 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Parent Handbook (July 2022), at 4-5, available at
https://www.stepupforstudents.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-2023-FT C-Parent-Handbook-Final-Draft.pdf;

AAA Scholarship Foundation, 2021-2022 Parent and School Handbook-Florida Income-Based Scholarship Program, at 5,
available at https://www.aaascholarships.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Parent-and-School-Handbook_FL_2021-

22 _v3_rev20220616.pdf.
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e Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of providing educational services to youth in
Department of Juvenile Justice commitment programs;

Receiving a scholarship from another eligible SFO under this section;

Receiving an educational scholarship pursuant to this chapter;

Participating in a home education program;

Participating in a private tutoring program;

Participating in a virtual or correspondence school or distance learning program that receives
state funding for the student’s participation unless the participation is limited to no more than
two courses per school year; or

e Enrolled in the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind.

Authorized Use of FTC Funds

An FTC scholarship may be used to cover the tuition and fees for a student to attend an eligible
private school, or receive a transportation scholarship to another public school.

FTC Scholarship Award Amount

Effective with the 2021-2022 school year, the Legislature increased the FTC scholarship amount
to be the full amount provided for the student, from the previous 95 percent calculated amount.*4
The maximum scholarship award amount for the 2021-2022 school year was $7,408 per
student.’®

In lieu of a scholarship for enrollment in a private school, an eligible*® student may receive a
scholarship for transportation to a public school other than the public school to which the student
was assigned. The transportation scholarship award must be an amount equal to the school
district expenditure per student riding a school bus, as determined by the DOE, or $750,
whichever is greater.

Responsibilities of FTC Scholarship Recipients

Parents and students must meet specified requirements for participation, which include enrolling
in a private school, taking a norm-referenced assessment, authorizing payment to the private
school, complying with income verifications, and satisfying attendance requirements.

With a few exceptions, Florida law requires all children who will be six years of age on February
1 of each school year and are less than 16 years of age to attend school regularly. Children who
will be five years of age by September 1 of each school year are eligible for public
kindergarten.’

State law directs district school boards to establish attendance policies defining excused or
unexcused absences or tardiness. Specific criteria for determining whether an absence or

14 Section 1002.395, F.S. (2021); See also section 5, ch. 2021-27, L.O.F.

15 DOE, FTC Scholarship Program: Fact Sheet (Oct. 2022), available at
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5606/urlt/FTC-Oct-2022-line.pdf.

16 The student must be on the direct certification list, the student’s house income level does not exceed 185 percent of the
FPL, or the student is placed in foster care or in out-of-home care.

17 Section 1003.21(1)(a), F.S.
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tardiness is excused or unexcused are determined by the district school board.!® The parent of a
student who is absent from school must justify the absence, and the absence is evaluated based
on the school board’s attendance policies.®

Regular attendance, as required by law, can be satisfied by attendance in a:

e Public school supported by public funds;

Parochial, religious, or denominational school,

Private school supported in a whole or in part by tuition charges by endowment or gifts;
Home education program; or

Private tutoring program.°

Dispersal of FTC Scholarship Award

The SFO sends scholarship payment checks quarterly to each student’s school of enrollment,
after the school completes the attendance verification. A payment made by warrant and delivered
by the SFO to the private school must be restrictively endorsed by the parent.

An SFO may also make scholarship payments directly to eligible private schools by funds
transfer (including debit cards, electronic payment cards, or any other means the DOE deems
commercially viable or cost-effective). Payments must be approved by the parent before the
funds are deposited. #

Family Empowerment Scholarship Program

The FES-EO and FES-UA provide children of families in Florida with educational options,
including children of families with limited financial resources, children of law enforcement and
military families, and children with disabilities. 2> The scholarship program includes two types of
scholarships to assist eligible students to pay for the tuition and fees associated with attendance
at a private school or transportation to another public school (FES-EO), and to provide access to
additional educational options for a student with a disability by covering the cost of a variety of
approved items, including: contracted services, curriculum, instructional materials, tutoring,
specified education programs, and specialized services (FES-UA). Each scholarship has specific
student eligibility requirements, program requirements, award calculation methodologies, and
allowable expenditures.?

FES-EO Eliqgibility

A student is eligible for a scholarship to attend private school if the student meets the following
criteria:

18 Section 1003.24, F.S.

19 Section 1003.26, F.S.

20 Section 1003.01(13), F.S.

21 Section 1002.395, F.S.

22 Section 1002.394, F.S. see also Rule 6A-6.0952, F.A.C.
23 Section 1002.394, F.S.
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The student is on the direct certification list?* or the student’s household income level does
not exceed 185 percent of the federal poverty level (FPL) % for the 2022-2023 school year;
The student is currently placed, or during the previous state fiscal year was placed, in foster
care or in out-of-home care;

The student’s household income level does not exceed an adjusted maximum percent of the
FPL, which is set at 400 percent of the FPL for the 2022-2023 school year;®

The student is a sibling of a student who is participating in the FES-EO and the siblings
reside in the same household;

The student is a dependent child of a member of the United States Armed Forces, including a
reservist;?’ or the student is a dependent child of a law enforcement officer, which are
additional options from the FTC.

Similar to the FTC, scholarship priority is given to students whose household income levels do
not exceed 185 percent of the FPL or who are in foster care or out-of-home care.

FES Scholarship Prohibitions

A student is not eligible for a scholarship under the FES-EO or FES-UA if the student is:

Enrolled in a public school, including, but not limited to, the Florida School for the Deaf and
the Blind, the College-Preparatory Boarding Academy, a developmental research school, or a
charter school;

Enrolled in a Department of Juvenile Justice commitment program;

Receiving any other state-sponsored K-12 educational scholarship;

Not having regular and direct contact with his or her private school teacher, unless the
student has an eligible disability and is awarded a scholarship under the FES-UA and is
enrolled in the private school’s transition-to-work program or a home education program;
Participating in a private tutoring program, unless the student has an eligible disability and is
awarded a scholarship under the FES-UA; or

Participating in a virtual instruction program. 2

FES-EQO Scholarship Term

FES-EO eligibility continues for a student receiving a scholarship to attend private school until
the student returns to a public school, graduates from high school, or turns 21 years old,
whichever occurs first, regardless if the student’s household income exceeds the FPL cap in
subsequent years.?® A scholarship recipient who maintains continued eligibility is not required to

24 Direct certification list means the certified list of children who qualify for the food assistance program, the Temporary
Assistance to Needy Families Program, or the Food Distribution Program. Section 1002.395(2).

25 Step Up for Students, 2022-2023 Family Empowerment Scholarship for Educational Options Parent Handbook (July
2022), at 3, available at https://www.stepupforstudents.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-2023-FES-EO-Parent-Handbook-Final-
Draft.pdf. For a family of four, 185 percent of the FPL is $51,337.50.

26 Section 1002.394(3), F.S. The Federal Poverty Level may be increased by 25 percentage points in the fiscal year following
a fiscal year in which more than 5 percent of the allowable scholarships have not been funded. The eligibility for the 2021-
2022 school year was set at 375 percent of the FPL. For a family of four, 400 percent of the FPL is $111,000.

27 A member of the United States Armed Forces means a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Marine Corps,
or Space Force, including a Reservist. Rule 6A-6.0952(2)(f), F.A.C.

28 Section 1002.394, F.S.

29 Section 1002.394, F.S.
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reapply annually, however, an SFO may require a recipient to annually confirm their continued
participation in the program.*

Authorized Uses of FES-EO Awards

An FES-EO scholarship may be used to cover the tuition and fees for a student to attend an
eligible private school. The scholarship award may be used to cover the cost of any assessment
fee required by the participating private school and any costs to provide a digital device,
including internet access, to the student. A scholarship in the amount of $750 or an amount equal
to the school district expenditure per student riding a bus, whichever is greater, may also be
awarded to an eligible student enrolled in a Florida public school which is different from the
school to which the student was assigned or in a lab school, if the school district does not provide
the student with transportation to the school.

Number of Available FTC, FES-EQO, and FES-UA Awards

For the 2019-2020 school year, the maximum program capacity for a student awarded a FES-EO

scholarship to attend a private school was established at 18,000 students. Beginning in the 2020-

2021 school year, the maximum number of students participating in the scholarship program

increases by one percent of the state’s total K-12 full- time equivalent student membership each

year. The following students are excluded from the maximum program capacity:

e Students who are a dependent child of a law enforcement officer or a member of the United
States Armed Forces, a foster child, or an adopted child; or

e Students who meet the eligibility requirements of being on the direct certification list or meet
household income requirements or students placed in foster care or out-of-home care and
either spent the prior school year in attendance at a Florida public school, or beginning in the
2022-2023 school year, is eligible to enroll in kindergarten. 3!

In the 2021-2022 school year, 77,721 FES-EO scholarships were awarded to eligible students
seeking a scholarship to attend a private school. However, the program did not reach full
capacity and had the ability to fund an additional 22,078 scholarships.®2

For the 2022-2023 school year, the maximum number of scholarships for eligible students with a
disability is established at 26,500 students. Beginning with the 2023-2023 school year, and
annually thereafter, the maximum number of students participating in the scholarship program
annually increases by one percent of the state’s total exceptional student education full-time
equivalent student membership, not including gifted students. The maximum program capacity
does not include the following students who meet the eligibility requirements:

30 See Step Up for Students, 2022-2023 Family Empowerment Scholarship for Educational Options Parent Handbook (July
2022), at 12-13, available at https://www.stepupforstudents.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-2023-FES-EQ-Parent-Handbook-
Final-Draft.pdf.; AAA Scholarship Foundation, 2021-2022 Parent and School Handbook-Florida Income-Based Scholarship
Program, at 5, available at https://www.aaascholarships.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Parent-and-School-

Handbook FL_2021-22 v3_rev20220616.pdf.

31 Section 1002.394, F.S.

32 Florida House of Representatives, Presentation to the PreK-12 Appropriations Committee, Overview on Florida’s K-12
Choice Scholarship Programs (Feb. 7, 2023), available at
https://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?PublicationType=Committees& Committeeld=3209&Session=
2023&DocumentType=Meeting+Packets&FileName=pka+2-7-23.pdf.
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e Students who received specialized instructional services under the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program during the previous school year;

e Students who are a dependent child of a law enforcement officer or a member of the United
States Armed Forces, a foster child, or an adopted child; or

e Students who spent the prior school year in attendance at a Florida public school or received
a McKay Scholarship in the 2021-2022 school year. *

In the 2021-2022 school year, 26,186 FES-UA scholarships®* were awarded to eligible students
with a disability. However the program is unable to serve all eligible students and had 5,443
students on the wait list during the 2021-2022 school year. Currently, for 2022-2023 there are
10,356 eligible students on the wait list.*®

During the 2021-2022 school year, 85,612 students were awarded an FTC scholarship.®
However, the program did not reach capacity and had a remaining balance of $254.8M in which
to fund additional scholarships.®’

FES-EO Awards

The FES-EO is funded through the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) with a
scholarship awarded by an SFO. An FES-EO scholarship award amount for a student to attend an
eligible private school is calculated as 100 percent of the school districts funding per student,
including all categorical funds, except for the exceptional student education (ESE) guaranteed
allocation.3 For the 2022-2023 school year, the award will average between $7,250 and $7,850,
depending on grade and county.*

The DOE determines the appropriate student scholarship funding amount and cross-checks
scholarship students with public school enrollment to avoid duplication. Upon receiving
documentation which verifies a student’s participation in the scholarship from the SFO, the DOE
must transfer scholarship funds to the SFO for disbursement to parents of participating FES-EO
students. Initial scholarship payments are made after the SFO verifies the student’s admission
acceptance to an eligible private school, with all subsequent scholarship payments occurring
upon verification of continued enrollment and attendance at the private school. Any scholarship

33 Section 1002.394, F.S.

34 Florida House of Representatives, Presentation to the PreK-12 Appropriations Committee, Overview on Florida’s K-12
Choice Scholarship Programs (Feb. 7, 2023), available at
https://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?PublicationType=Committees&Committeeld=3209&Session=
2023&DocumentType=Meeting+Packets&FileName=pka+2-7-23.pdf.

35 Email, Step Up for Students, Amy Graham (Feb. 14, 2023) (on file with Senate Education).

3% DOE, Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program: June 2022 Quarterly Report (June 2022), available at
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7558/urlt/FTC-Jun-2022-Q-Report.pdf [hereinafter June Quarterly Report].

37 Florida House of Representatives, Presentation to the PreK-12 Appropriations Committee, Overview on Florida’s K-12
Choice Scholarship Programs (Feb. 7, 2023), available at
https://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?PublicationType=Committees&Committeeld=3209& Session=
2023&DocumentType=Meeting+Packets&FileName=pka+2-7-23.pdf.

38 Section 1002.394, F.S. See also Step Up For Students, Income-Based Scholarship Programs Basic Scholarship Amounts
for 2022-23, available at https://www.stepupforstudents.org/wp-content/uploads/Step-Up-For-Students_Income-Based-
Scholarship-Amounts.pdf.

39 Step Up for Students, Florida’s Income-Based Scholarships, available at https://www.stepupforstudents.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022.12.1-Income-Scholarships.pdf.
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payment made by warrant must be delivered by the SFO to the private school of the parent’s
choice, and the parent must restrictively endorse the payment.*°

For each FES-EO scholarship, the DOE must cross-check the list of participating scholarship
students with public school enrollment and adjust payments to an SFO and school districts based
upon these results when the FEFP is recalculated.*!

Home Education Programs

Home education is a parent-directed educational option that satisfies the requirement for regular
school attendance. Parents may determine their child's educational path and the plan for reaching
their goals. For the 2021-2022 school year 152,109 students participated in home education
programs throughout Florida.*?

Parents of home education students are required to provide a signed, written notice of intent to
establish and maintain a home education program that includes specified information within 30
days of establishing the program. The district school superintendent must accept the notice and
immediately register the home education program upon receipt of the notice and may not require
any additional information or verification from the parent unless the student chooses to
participate in a school district program or service.

Parents of home education students are also required to maintain a portfolio of a student’s

records and educational materials for two years which must be available for inspection. While

the parent determines the content of the portfolio, it must, at a minimum, consist of the

following:

e A log of educational activities that is made contemporaneously with the instruction and that
designates by title any reading materials used.

e Samples of any writings, worksheets, workbooks, or creative materials used or developed by
the student.

The parent must also provide for an annual educational evaluation which documents the

student’s demonstration of educational progress at a level commensurate with her or his ability.

The parent may select of one of the following options for the evaluation and must submit the

results to the district school superintendent:

e A teacher selected by the parent evaluates the student’s educational progress upon review of
the portfolio and discussion with the student;

e The student takes any nationally normed student achievement test administered by a certified
teacher;

e The student takes a state student assessment test used by the school district and administered
by a certified teacher, at a location and under testing conditions approved by the school
district;

40 Section 1002.394, F.S.

41 Section 1002.391(8)(a)14., F.S. The FEFP is calculated five times throughout the year to arrive at each year’s final
appropriations. See DOE, 2021-22 Funding for Florida School Districts, at 25, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7507/urlt/Fefpdist.pdf.

42 DOE, Home Education Program, available at https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5606/urlt/HomeEd-Sept-2022.pdf.
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e The student is evaluated by an individual holding a valid, active license as a psychologist or
school psychologist; or

e The student is evaluated with any other valid measurement tool as mutually agreed upon by
the district school superintendent of the district in which the student resides and the student’s
parent.

Home education students are eligible, as provided by law, to participate in a number of district
and state programs such as:

e Interscholastic extracurricular student activities;

e The Bright Futures Scholarship Program;

e Dual enrollment programs;

Admission to Florida College System institutions;

Admission to state universities;* and

An FES-UA scholarship.*

School districts are prohibited from further regulating, exercising control over or requiring
documentation from parents of home education students beyond the requirements of law.*

Effect of Proposed Changes
Private School Participation in Scholarship Programs

The bill requires additional information be provided to parents of students with disabilities
considering private schools by requiring that a private school participating in any of the state’s
scholarship programs provide parents, either by publishing on the school’s website or in writing,
a statement that a parentally placed private school student with a disability does not have an
individual right to receive some or all of the special education and related services that the child
would receive if enrolled in a public school under the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act.

The bill expands the commissioner’s oversight powers by allowing her or him to permanently
deny or revoke the authority of an owner, officer, or director to establish or operate a private
school in the state, and include such individual on the disqualification list maintained by the
DOE, if the commissioner determines that the owner, officer, or director has operated an
educational institution that closed during the school year. An individual may be removed from
the disqualification list if the individual reimburses the department or eligible SFO the amount of
scholarship funds received by the educational institution during the school year in which it
closed.

Eligibility for Education Choice Scholarships in Florida

The bill expands eligibility for FTC and FES-EO scholarships to include any student who is a
resident of Florida and is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12 in a public school.
The parent of an eligible student will receive an empowerment account to take education dollars

43 Section 1002.41, F.S.
44 Section 1002.394, F.S.
45 Section 1002.41, F.S.
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earmarked for their child in the public education system and choose among a variety of options
to customize their child’s k-12 education.

Scholarship Prohibitions for FES-EO and FTC

The bill modifies FES-EO and FTC scholarship prohibitions by providing that a student is not
eligible for an FTC scholarship while he or she is participating in virtual instruction that receives
state-funding pursuant to the student’s participation.

Authorized uses for FES-EO and FTC Awards

The bill expands the authorized uses of FTC and FES-EO scholarship funds in an empowerment

account to include:

e Instructional materials, including digital materials and Internet resources.

e Curriculum, which is a complete course of study for a particular content area or grade level,
including any required supplemental materials and associated online instruction.

e Tuition or fees associated with full-time or part-time enroliment in an eligible postsecondary
educational institution or a program offered by the postsecondary educational institution
unless exempt from paying fees for dual enroliment programs, an approved preapprenticeship
program, a private tutoring program, a virtual program offered by a DOE-approved private
online provider, the Florida Virtual School as a private paying student, or an approved online
course.

e Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced achievement tests, Advanced Placement
Examinations, industry certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

e Contracted services provided by a public school or school district, including classes. A
student who receives services under a contract is not considered enrolled in a public school
for scholarship eligibility purposes, but rather attending a public school on a part-time basis.

e Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or fees and services provided by a choice
navigator. Such services must be provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator's
certificate, a person who holds an adjunct teaching certificate, a person who has a bachelor's
degree or a graduate degree in the subject area in which instruction is given, a person who
has demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge, or a person certified by a nationally
or internationally recognized research-based training program as approved by the DOE.
"Part-time tutoring services" does not qualify as regular school attendance.

The bill clarifies that for a scholarship awarded to students enrolled full-time in a private school,
a parent agrees to have the SFO commit scholarship funds for tuition and fees at a private school
before using account funds for any other authorized use and that a parent is responsible for all
eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship.

The bill expands the definition of eligible postsecondary educational institution to include
approved high education institutions which participate in distance education through reciprocity
agreements.

To reflect the expanded authorized uses beyond just tuition and fees at a private school, the bill
provides that the scholarship amount must be the calculated amount the student would have
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generated through the FEFP, rather than the lesser amount of either the calculated funds or the
cost of tuition and fees.

Award Priority for FES-EO and FTC

The bill retains the requirement that priority for FTC and FES-EO scholarships be given to those
students whose household income does not exceed 185 percent of the federal poverty level or
who are in foster care or out-of-home care. The bill adds a second priority group for students
whose household income is greater than 185 percent of the federal poverty level, but less than or
equal to 400 percent of the federal poverty level. Additionally, the bill expands the eligibility for
public school transportation scholarships to all students eligible for a scholarship.

The bill requires FES-EO scholarships be awarded once all FTC scholarships have been funded.

Personalized Education Programs

The bill establishes the personalized education program as a parent directed educational choice
option that must be registered with a SFO that administers FTC scholarships. The bill authorizes
students in personalized educational programs to participate in the FTC scholarship program and
establishes personalized education programs as a mechanism to satisfy mandatory school
attendance requirements. Students in a personalized education program are provided access to
the same programs and services as home education program students.

The bill establishes the following responsibilities for parents and students receivinga FTC

scholarship while participating in a personalized education program:

e Apply to an eligible SFO to participate in the program by a date set by the organization. The
request must be communicated directly to the organization in a manner that creates a written
or electronic record of the request and the date of receipt of the request.

e Sign an agreement with the SFO and annually submit a sworn compliance statement to the
organization to satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility to receive and
spend program payments, by:

o Affirming that the program funds are used only for authorized purposes serving the
student’s educational needs and that they will not receive a payment, refund, or rebate of
any funds provided under this section.

o Affirming that the parent is responsible for all eligible expenses in excess of the amount
of the scholarship and for the education for his or her student.

o Submitting a student learning plan to the SFO and revising the plan, at least annually
before program renewal.

o Requiring the student to take a nationally norm-referenced test identified by the DOE or a
statewide assessment and provide assessment results to the SFO before renewal.

o Renewing participation in the program each year.

o Procuring the services necessary to educate the student. When the student receives a
scholarship, the district school board is not obligated to provide the student with a free
appropriate public education.

For a scholarship student participating in a personalized education program, a SFO must:
e Maintain a signed agreement from the parent which constitutes as complying with the state’s
attendance requirements.
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e Receive eligible student test scores or assessments administered for review by the DOE
selected university. Beginning in the 2027-2028 school year, the university must include the
personalized education students in their annual performance report to the DOE.

e Provide parents with information, guidance, and support necessary to create and annually
update a customized student learning plan for their student. The SFO must maintain the plan
and allow parents to electronically submit, access, and revise the plan continuously.

e Upon submission by the parent of an annual student learning plan, fund a scholarship for a
student determined eligible.

With regard to personalized education program students, the bill prohibits the SFO from further
regulating, exercising control over, or requiring documentation beyond the requirements required
by law.

The bill updates the parent and student participation responsibilities for the scholarship by
requiring the parent to meet with the private school’s principal or the principal’s designee to
review the school’s academic programs and policies, specialized services, code of student
conduct, and attendance policies prior to enrollment. The bill also requires a public school to
post on their website a statement regarding specified services for students with disabilities.

Number of Available FES-EO and FTC Awards

The bill removes the existing FES-EO scholarship growth provisions and provides a schedule for
funding the FTC and FES-EO scholarships to eligible students that are enrolled in a home
education program. For the 2023-2024 school year, up to 20,000 personalized education program
scholarships may be funded by the FTC. In each subsequent school year, the number of funded
scholarships may increase by 40,000 in the FTC scholarships. By the 2027-2028 school year,
every personalized education program student will have access to an empowerment account to
customize their education.

The bill provides the option for recipients of FTC and FES-EO scholarships who are enrolled in
a personal education program, and their parents, work with choice navigators. The bill defines a
choice navigator to mean an individual who assists parents with the selection, application, and
enrollment in educational options that address the academic needs of their student. The choice
navigator must be a person who:

e Holds a valid Florida educator’s certificate;

Holds an adjunct teaching certificate;

Has a bachelor’s degree or graduate degree in the subject area in which instruction is given;
Has demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge; or

Is certified by a nationally or internationally recognized research-based training program as
approved by the department.

The bill requires any consultation between a choice navigator and a parent to be at a mutually
agreed upon location and prohibits a choice navigator from overseeing or exercising control over
the curricula or academic program of a personalized education program student.

The bill requires the DOE to include coordination with and the reporting by SFOs of
personalized education student assessment data in the grant award issued to a state university for



BILL: CS/CS/SB 202 Page 15

the compiling and analysis of scholarship recipient assessment data. The bill expands the
required report under this grant to cover all private schools at which a scholarship student
attended rather than only those schools where 51 percent or more of the students received
scholarships. Additionally, the bill requires the report to include performance on an individual
school basis for both FTC and FES-EO scholarships. Beginning with the 2027-2028 school year
report, and annually thereafter, the report must include assessment data from personalized
education students on a statewide basis reported by the SFOs.

Additionally, the bill requires the DOE to:

e Report, as part of the determination of full-time equivalent membership, all students who are
receiving a FES scholarship program and funded in the FEFP. The DOE must inform SFOs
that students may not be submitted for FES funding after February 1 of each year;

e Annually publish its list of nationally norm-referenced tests identified for purposes of
satisfying scholarship program assessment requirements;

e Assist school districts in their budgeting processes, requiring the DOE to report to school
districts the consensus estimate of FTC and FES-EO enrollment in the subsequent school
year; and

e Have at least two application periods for charitable organizations to apply to be SFOs in
Florida.

The bill retains current law for home education families not participating in the FTC and FES
programs.

Scholarship Term for FES-EO and FTC

The bill requires an FTC and FES-EO scholarship to remain in force until:

e The SFO determines that the student is not eligible for program renewal;

e The Commissioner of Education (commissioner) suspends or revokes program participation
or use of funds;

e The student's parent has forfeited participation in the program for failure to comply with
statutorily required parental and student responsibilities;

e The student enrolls in a public school, however, if a student enters a Department of Juvenile
Justice detention center for a period of no more than 21 days, the student is not considered to
have returned to a public school on a full-time basis for that purpose; or

e The student graduates from high school or attains 21 years of age, whichever occurs first.

A student’s empowerment account must be closed and any remaining funds will revert to the

state, after:

e Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the commissioner for fraud or abuse,
including, but not limited to, the student or student's parent accepting any payment, refund,
or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services; or

e Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has been inactive.

The bill permits reimbursements for program expenditures to continue until the account balance
is expended or remaining funds have reverted to the state.
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SFO Obligations for FES-EO and FTC

For both FTC and FES-EO scholarship recipients, the bill requires that an SFO establish and
maintain an empowerment account for each eligible student and maintain records of accrued
interest retained in the student’s account. The parent of an eligible student must approve each
payment prior to the SFO transferring funds and all dispersals to the account must be made by
funds transfer. The SFO may permit eligible students to use program funds by paying for the
authorized use directly, then submitting a reimbursement request to the eligible SFO. However, a
SFO is authorized to require the use of an online curriculum or academic programs. If a parent
purchases an identical product offered by the SFO’s online platform for a lower price, the SFO
must reimburse the parent for the cost of the product.

For both the FTC and FES-EO scholarships, the SFO is required to verify a student’s eligibility
each fiscal year, prior to granting a scholarship for that fiscal year. A student whose participation
in the program is not renewed may continue to spend scholarship funds that are in his or her
account from prior years unless the account must be closed. The bill establishes a cap of
$24,000.00 as the maximum amount an SFO is permitted to maintain in an individual student’s
empowerment account for an FES-EO or FTC scholarship.

The bill requires the DOE to transfer eligible student scholarship funds, beginning August 1, to
an SFO. The bill maintains the quarterly disbursement of funds to a student’s empowerment
account.

The bill requires that a SFO must award for annual or partial-year scholarships an amount equal
to or greater than 75 percent of all estimated eligible contributions and all funds carried forward
from the prior fiscal year remaining after administrative expenses, before funding any
scholarships to students determined eligible for an FES-EO scholarship. The bill requires a SFO
to submit to the DOE, beginning September 30, 2023, quarterly reports that provide estimated
actual amounts of the net eligible contributions and all funds carried forward from the prior state
fiscal year.

To provide guidance to scholarship recipients on allowable expenditures under FTC, FES-EO,
FES-UA, and all of Florida’s scholarship programs, the bill requires SFOs to participate in a
joint development of agreed-upon purchasing guidelines. The jointly developed purchasing
guidelines must be provided to the commissioner and published to the SFO’s website by
December 31, 2023, and annually thereafter.

The bill requires SFOs to notify parents that participation in the FTC or FES-EO scholarship
programs does not guarantee enrollment at any particular private school.

Number of Available FES-UA Awards

To increase the number of eligible students with disabilities served by the scholarship, the bill
increases the scholarship capacity from 1 to 3 percent of the state’s total exceptional student
education student membership annually.

The bill also expands the authorized uses of a FES-UA scholarship to include preapprenticeship
programs or fees for services provided by a choice navigator. Additionally, FES-UA students
may now use scholarship funds for distance learning at postsecondary educational institutions
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with reciprocity agreements. The bill clarifies that a FES-UA recipient receiving contracted
services provided by a public school or school district are considered to be attending public
school on a part-time basis.

The bill requires that private schools accepting FES-UA scholarships discuss with the parent,
before enrollment, the school’s academic programs, and policies and specialized services which
may meet the student’s individual needs.

The bill provides schools districts with additional flexibility when developing a matrix of
services for a nonpublic school student receiving an FES-UA scholarship, by authorizing the
school district to rely on the evaluation reports and plans of care developed by a licensed
professional when completing the matrix of services.

The bill establishes a cap of $50,000 as the maximum amount a SFO is permitted to maintain in
an individual student’s empowerment savings account for a FES-UA scholarship.

Other Scholarship Provisions

The bill revises the definition of an eligible contribution under FTC to mean a monetary
contribution from a taxpayer, subject to the restrictions provided in s. 1002.395, F.S., to an
eligible SFO pursuant to ss. 212.099, 212.1832, 1002.395, and 1002.40, F.S.

The bill removes the requirement that the school district in which a scholarship student resides
must provide the student information about locations and times for statewide, standardized
assessment. The bill retains the requirement that the school district in which the private school
student attends is located provide locations and times for a student to take statewide,
standardized assessments, upon the parent’s request.

Part-time Enrollment in Public Schools

Present Situation

At least 12 states expressly permit students to enroll in public school part-time. These states vary
greatly in the scope of the authorization for part-time enrollment, specifically, six permit both
home school students and private school students to enroll part-time in public schools while three
permit only home school students and three permit only private school students to enroll part-
time. Additionally in the funding provided to school districts when a student enrolls part-time
varies between these states with some providing funding based on instructional time while others
provide only a flat rate for part-time students. %

Florida law does not expressly authorize or prohibit part-time enrollment in public schools.
However, for the purpose of funding Florida’s school districts, the FEFP does provide a
definition of a “part-time student” and authorizes a district to receive funding for the student

46 ExcelinEd, Part-time Enrollment Policy Analysis June 2021, available at https://excelined.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/ExcelinEd_PolicyAnalysis_PartTimeEnroliment_June2021.pdf.
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proportional to the amount of instructional hours provided by the school divided by the minimum
term.*’

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill expressly authorizes any public school in the state, including charter schools, to enroll a
student on a part-time basis, subject to space and availability. Students that attend public school
part-time generate FTE student membership consistent with the definition of “part-time student”
currently in law. The bill clarifies that students enrolled in public school part-time are not
considered to be in regular attendance at a public school. However, such students attending a
public school on a part-time basis and receiving a scholarship may not be reported for funding.

State School Choice Scholarship Program Accountability and Oversight

Present Situation

The Commissioner of Education (commissioner) is the chief educational officer of the state, and
is responsible for giving full assistance to the State Board of Education (SBE) in enforcing
compliance with the mission and goals of the K-20 education system except for the State
University System. The commissioner’s office operates all statewide functions necessary to
support the SBE, including strategic planning and budget development, general administration,
assessment, and accountability. ¢ The commissioner may revoke the authority of an owner or
operator to establish or operate a private school for various reasons and shall include such
individuals on the disqualification list. 4

The DOE is required to maintain the disqualification list that includes all of the following:

e The person has been permanently denied an educator certificate or whose educator certificate
has been permanently revoked.

e Has been permanently disqualified from owning or operating a private school that
participates in the scholarship program.

e Has been terminated, or has resigned in lieu of termination as a result of sexual misconduct
with a student.

e s ineligible for an educator certification or employment for not meeting the Screening
Standards pursuant to s. 1012.315, F.S.%°

An individual may be removed from the disqualification list if the person:

e Completes a law enforcement investigation that results in an exoneration or no conviction or
finding of guilt and a completes an investigation and proceeding, as applicable, by the
responsible education agency resulting in a finding that the person did not commit
disqualifying conduct;

e Was not the subject of the report of disqualifying conduct and was included on the
disqualification list in error or as a result of mistaken identity; or

47 Section 1011.61, F.S.

“8 Section 1001.10. F.S.

49 Section 1001.10(4). F.S.
%0 Section 1002.421(3), F.S.
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e The employer that submitted the person for inclusion on the disqualification list requests that
the person be removed and submits documentation to support the request.

To participate in the State Scholarship Programs a private school must:

e Comply with antidiscrimination provisions;>

e Demonstrate fiscal soundness;

e Meet applicable state and local health, safety, and welfare laws, codes, and rules;

e Employ or contract teachers with certain qualifications such as baccalaureate or higher
degrees, have at least 3 years of teaching experience, or have special skills knowledge or
expertise that qualifies them to provide instruction in subjects taught;

e Cooperate with a student whose parent chooses to participate in the statewide assessments;
and

e May not employ a person who appears on the disqualification list.5?

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill authorizes the Commissioner of Education to deny an owner, officer or director to
participate in the state school scholarship program if the individual has operated an educational
institution that closed during the school year. Provides that such an individual may be removed
from the disqualification list (as currently required) if the individual reimburses the DOE or
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization the amount of the scholarship funds received
by the educational institution during the school year in which it closed.

Deregulation of Public Schools

Present Situation

Florida has provided opportunities for public schools to have similar flexibility and
accountability requirements as charter schools in the past by establishing various pilot programs
and school initiatives with the purpose of improving student achievement and relieving school
districts of burdensome regulations. ® However the last time the early learning through 20
education code was revised was in 2001.>

Effect of Proposed Changes

In an effort to provide more flexibility, efficiency, and reduce unnecessary regulation for public
schools, the bill requires the SBE, no later than November 1, 2023, to develop and recommend to
the Governor and Legislature for adoption during the 2024 legislative session repeals and
revisions to the Florida Early Learning-20 Education Code, chapters 1000-1013, Florida Statutes.

The SBE musts make recommendations addressing repeals and revisions to the statutes
governing the transportation of students. The SBE must consider input from teachers,

%142 U.S.C. s. 2000d

52 Section 1002.421(1), F.S.

53 Section 228.058, F.S., Section 228.0565 (2001) and Section 1002.451, F.S for examples.

54 Section 4, ch2001-170, L.O.F. See also, Florida School Laws 2001 Edition, LexisNexis (2001) and Florida School Laws
2022 Edition, LexisNexis (2022). Education code chapters increased from 636 pages in 2001 to 944 pages in 2022
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superintendents, administrators, school boards, public and private postsecondary institutions,
home educators, and other entities identified by the SBE in undertaking this effort.

Requirements for a Standard High School Diploma

Present Situation

Florida law requires the adoption of standards for core curricula content taught in public schools
and specifies the requirements that students must meet to earn a standard high school diploma.>®

In order to receive a standard high school diploma, a student must successfully complete 24
credits in core-curricula and extracurricular courses with a 2.0 or higher cumulative grade point
average®® with limited exceptions.®’

The 24 required credits must be completed in the following subject areas:

e Four credits in English Language Arts (ELA) I, 11, 11l, and 1V.

e Four credits in mathematics, including one in Algebra | and one in Geometry.

e Three credits in science, two of which must have a laboratory component and one of which
must include Biology I.

e Three credits in social studies including one credit in United States History, one credit in
World History, one-half credit in economics, and one-half credit in United States
Government.

e One credit in fine or performing arts, speech and debate, or practical arts.

e One credit in physical education which includes the integration of health.

e One-half credit in personal financial literacy for students entering grade 9 in the 2022-2023
school year.

e Eight credits in electives for students entering grade 9 prior to the 2022-2023 and 7.5 credits
in electives for students entering grade 9 in the 2022-2023 school year.

In addition, within the 24 credits, at least one course must be completed through online
learning.>®

Florida’s online course requirement was established as part of the Digital Learning Now Act®®

passed by the legislature in 2011; however, additional options have been added to satisfy the

requirement. Currently, a student may:

e Complete an online or blended learning course in grades 6-12 that is within the 24 credits
required for graduation.

e Complete a course in which the student earns a nationally recognized industry certification in
information technology identified on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List.

% Sections 1003.41 and 1003.4282(3), F.S.

% Section 1003.4282, F.S.

57 Section 1002.3105, F.S. A student may graduate with a minimum of 18 credit hours through the Academically Challenging
Curriculum to Enhance Learning option if the student meets core course credit, assessment, and GPA requirements and
completes three electives.

%8 Section 1003.4282, F.S.

%9 Section 1, ch. 2011-137 L.O.F.
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e Pass an industry certification exam in information technology without enrolling or
completing the corresponding course. %

In addition, a student who has an individual education plan which indicates than an online or
blended learning course would be inappropriate is exempt from the requirement as well as an
out-of-state transfer student enrolled in a Florida high school and has one academic year or less
remaining in high school.

A school district must report to the DOE when a student takes an online course and indicate if
the student took the course under conditions that meet the online course graduation
requirement.5*

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill removes the requirement for at least one course within the 24 credits required for a
standard diploma to be completed through online learning.

Educator Certification

Present Situation

Educational personnel in public schools must possess appropriate skills in reading, writing, and
mathematics; adequate pedagogical knowledge; and relevant subject matter competence so as to
demonstrate an acceptable level of professional performance.®?

The SBE designates the certification subject areas, establishes competencies, and adopts rules in
accordance with which education certificates are issued by the DOE to qualified applicants.

General Eligibility

In order to seek educator certification, a person must attest to uphold the principles of the United
States (U.S.) and meet other general eligibility requirements, which include receipt of a
bachelor’s or higher degree from an approved postsecondary institution and minimum age,
background screening, moral character, and competence requirements.

Professional Educator Certificate

A professional teaching certificate is valid for five school fiscal years and is renewable. A
professional certificate is awarded to an applicant who meets the basic eligibility requirements
for certification and demonstrates mastery of:

e General knowledge, only if serving as a classroom teacher

e Subject area knowledge

e Professional preparation and education competence

80 Section 1003.4282(4), F.S.

81 DOE, DOE Information Database Requirements Volume I, 2022.2023, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/20077/urlt/2223-197235.pdf.

62 Section 1012.54, F.S.

83 Section 1012.55(1), F.S.
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Acceptable means of demonstrating mastery of general knowledge are specified in law and
include passing one of several different examinations identified by the SBE, having a valid
teaching certificate from another state, having a valid certificate from the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS), teaching a minimum of two semesters in either full-
time or part-time status at a state college or university or at the private college level, or having a
master’s or higher degree from an accredited postsecondary education institution.

The acceptable means of demonstrating mastery of subject area knowledge are specified in law
and include passing a subject area or other alternative examination as approved by the SBE,
having a valid teaching certificate from another state, having a valid certificate from the NBPTS,
ora passisrlg score or program completion of a specified defense language proficiency test or
program.

A candidate for a professional certificate may demonstrate professional preparation and
education competence through the completion of a teacher preparation program and a passing
score on the corresponding professional education competency exam required by the SBE.%
Other means include:

e Documentation of a valid professional standard teaching certificate issued by another state,
the NBPTS, or a national educator credentialing board approved by the SBE.

e Passing the professional education competency examination and documentation of two
semesters of successful, full-time or part-time teaching in a state college or university or a
private college or university approved by the DOE.

e Successful completion of professional preparation courses, successful completion of a
professional preparation and education competence program, and achievement of a passing
score on the professional education competency examination;

e Successful completion of a professional development certification and education competency
program.

e Successful completion of a competency-based certification program and achievement of a
passing score on the professional education competency examination.

Temporary Educator Certificate

A temporary teaching certificate is valid for three school years and is nonrenewable. The DOE is

required by law to issue a temporary certificate to any applicant who:

e Completes applicable subject area content requirements or demonstrates mastery of subject
area knowledge by, for example, successful completion of an approved exam; and

e Holds an accredited degree or a degree approved by the DOE at the level required for the
subject area specialization in state board rule.

A classroom teacher under a temporary certificate has the validity period of the certificate to
complete the remaining requirements of general knowledge and professional preparation and
education competence in preparation for application for a professional certificate.

64 Section 1012.56, F.S.

% Florida Department of Education, Competencies and Skills Required for Teacher Certification in Florida (Oct. 1, 2020),
incorporated by reference in rule 6A-4.0021, F.A.C., available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-
10344.

8 Section 1012.56, F.S.
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Effect of Proposed Changes

Upon becoming a law, the bill provides a waiver of the mastery of general knowledge
requirement for an individual who has been provided 3 years of supports and instruction by the
school district and who has been rated effective or highly effective for each of the last 3 years.

The bill allows for an individual to demonstrate mastery of subject area knowledge, for subjects
only requiring a baccalaureate degree for which a Florida subject area examination has been
developed, through documentation of receipt of a master’s or higher degree from an accredited
postsecondary educational institution that the DOE has identified as having a quality program
resulting in a baccalaureate degree or higher in the certificate subject area as identified by the
SBE. The bill clarifies that demonstrating mastery of subject area knowledge for a subject
requiring a master’s or higher degree is achieved by passing a subject area exam or a
standardized exam that is directly related to the subject.

The bill permits an individual to demonstrate mastery of professional preparation and education
competence by documentation of 3 years of being rated effective or highly effective and
successful completion of professional preparations courses or a professional preparation and
education competence program.

The bill extends the duration of a nonrenewable temporary certificate from 3 to 5 years.

Student Transportation

Present Situation

District school boards, after considering recommendations of the district school superintendent,
must provide transportation for each student in prekindergarten disability programs and in K-12
public schools when transportation is necessary to provide adequate educational facilities and
opportunities which otherwise would not be available. School districts must also transport
studentsé whose homes are more than a reasonable walking distance from the nearest appropriate
school. ¢

Federal law, Florida law, rules of the SBE, and rules of the district school board specify the
responsibilities and requirements of district school superintendents and district school boards in
regards to the transportation of students to and from school and school activities.%®

In 2020-2021, school districts transported 508,293 students, or 18 percent of the total enrollment
in traditional public schools.®°

67 Section 1006.21(3), F.S.
8 See Sections 1006.21, 1006.22, 1006.23, 1006.24, 1006.25, 1006.261, and 1006.27, F.S.
8 https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7585/urlt/schtrandist2021.pdf
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Safety and Health of Students Being Transported.

School districts are responsible for the safety and health of students being transported that must
be observed by district school boards in routing buses, appointing drivers, and providing
operating equipment, in accordance with law and SBE rules.’

There are four vehicle categories that indicate the type of vehicle used to transport a student.

These include:

e School buses meeting Florida School Bus Specifications.

e Passenger car or allowable multipurpose passenger vehicle owned, operated, or contracted by
the school board or charter school, transporting fewer than 10 students.

e Privately owned motor vehicle or boat (for certain students with disabilities or isolated
students).

e General-purpose transportation (city buses, trains, etc.). ™

District school boards must use school buses for all regular transportation, including to and from
school or school-related activities.”? All public school buses owned, operated, rented, leased and
contracted for by any public school board or charter school, used to transport children to and
from school or school-related events must meet certain requirements.”

In 2020-2021, 12,551 school buses were in daily service, traveling over 204 million total miles.”

District school boards may use motor vehicles other than school buses only when the

transportation is:

e For physically handicapped or isolated students and the district school board has elected to
provide for the transportation of the student.

e A part of a comprehensive contract for a specialized educational program.

e Provided through a public transit system.

e For trips to and from school sites or agricultural education sites but not the customary
transportation between the student’s residence and such sites.

e For trips to and from school sites but is not for customary transportation between a student’s
residence and such sites.

Transportation provided in a vehicle other than a school bus owned, operated, or contracted by
the school board or charter school must meet statutory and federal requirements related to the
size of the vehicle, and must meet requirements regarding licensed adult drivers and board
procedures for liability. " Federal regulations do not prohibit the use of vans by schools, but

70 Section 1006.22, F.S.

"1 DOE Bureau of PK-20 Education Data Warehouse and Office of Funding and Financial Reporting, Full-time Equivalent
(FTE) General Instructions 2020-21, at 72, available at,
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7507/urlt/2021FTEGenerallnstruct.pdf.

72 Section 1006.22(1), F.S.

3 DOE, Florida School Bus Specifications (January 2020), available at,
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7585/urlt/2020FL SchoolBusSpec.pdf.

7 https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7585/urlt/schtrandist2021.pdf

5 Section 1006.22, F.S.
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require any van, with a capacity of more than 10, sold or leased for use as a school bus, to meet
the safety standards applicable to school buses.”®

District school boards may authorize the transportation of students in privately owned motor
vehicles on a case-by-case basis only in the case of illness or for isolated events as long as each
student’s parent is notified in writing and gives written consent before a student is transported in
a privately owned motor vehicle.

The district school superintendent must notify the district school board or any school bus or other
vehicle used to transport students that does not meet all the requirements of law and the rules of
the SBE. If the school bus is in an unsafe condition, the district school board must withdraw it
from use until it meets specified requirements to be deemed safe for operation. The DOE may
inspect any school bus to determine whether the bus meets the requirement of law and rules of
the SBE.

In an emergency situation, as defined by district school board policy, a school district may
temporarily require transporting students in excess of the rated seat capacity adhering to certain
conditions. Each district school board is responsible for prompt relief of the emergency condition
by providing additional specified actions maintained in district school board policies.”’

School Buses

The DOE must assist district school boards in securing school buses, contractual needs,
equipment, and supplies at as reasonable prices as possible by providing a ply under which
district school boards may pool their bids for such purchases.”

The State Board of Education is authorized to adopt rules regarding school bus safety standards,
standards for leased vehicles, and passenger protection systems.

Transportation Costs and Expenditures

In the 2020-2021 fiscal year, Florida provided $449.9M to transport students, however total
transportation expenditures reported by school districts exceeded $964M. In addition, in that year
school districts spent over $108 million on school bus purchases. "

Florida has allocated $515M in funds to provide transportation to students in the 2022-2023
fiscal year. &

School districts are also responsible for transportation costs for students participating in:

7649 U.S.C. s. 30101 and National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Use of Nonconforming Vehicles for School
Transportation, https://one.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/buses/pub/noncom.hmp.html (last visited Feb. 14, 2023).

" Section 1006.22, F.S.

78 Section 1006.27(1), F.S.

% DOE, Florida School District 2020-21 Transportation Profiles, March 2022, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7585/urlt/schtrandist2021.pdf at 4.

8 DOE, Florida Education Finance Program Third Calculation, 2022-2023, January 2023, available at:
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7507/urlt/2223FEFPThirdCalc.pdf
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e The Opportunity Scholarship Program when parents choose that their student be enrolled in a
higher-performing public school in the school district.8
e The FES program when parents choose another public school in the school district.?

In an effort to improve access to reliable and safe transportation for students participating in
public education school choices and to support innovative solutions that increase the efficiency
of public school transportation, the Driving Choice Grant Program was passed during the 2022
legislative session. The DOE must publish on its website, by December 31, 2023, an interim
report and by December 31, 2024, a final report that includes best practices used by grant
recipients to increase transportation options for students and the number of students served by
grant recipients. 8

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill provides additional flexibility to district school boards in the transportation of student by
removing the blanket requirement that all regular transportation occur on school buses and
authorizing the use of other vehicles.

The bill removes the circumstances by which students may be transported in privately owned
vehicles, allowing broader authority to district school board to use such transportation. However,
the district school board must still authorize such transport on a case-by-case basis and with the
authorization of each student’s parent.

The bill requires district school superintendents to notify the district school board of any other
vehicle used to transport students that does not meet all statutory requirements.

The bill adds to the requirement that the SBE assist school districts in securing school buses
through pooling bids, to include other vehicles used for transporting students.

The bill maintains SBE authority to adopt rules relating to transportation of students necessary to
protect student health and safety.

Educational Facilities

Present Situation
Funds for Comprehensive Educational Plant Needs

In Florida, construction costs for traditional K-12 public school facilities are reported based on
the cost per student station.® In 2005, the DOE conducted a study on overall inflation of school
construction costs, including the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and other factors. The cost per
student station levels adopted in 2006 were based on the DOE’s study recommendations and is
adjusted to reflect increases and decreases in the CP1.8° The DOE and the Office of Economic

81 Section 1002.38, F.S.

82 Section 1002.394, F.S.

8 Section 1006.27(3), F.S.

8 Section 1013.64(6), F.S.

8 Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Review of Florida’s Cost Per Student Station (January 2017), available at
http://edr.state.fl.us/content/special-research-projects/education/CostPerStudentStation.pdf at 6.
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and Demographic Research (EDR)® are required to work together to calculate and disseminate
new statutory caps.

Current law prohibits a district school board from using funds from specified sources for any
new construction of educational plant space with a total cost per student station exceeding:

e $27,212 for an elementary school;

e $29,385 for a middle school; or

e $38,169 for a high school .#

Except for certain educational facilities and sites subject to a lease-purchase agreement that may
be paid for by a district school board levy,® or funded solely through local impact fees, a district
school board may not use funds from any sources for new construction of educational plant
space with a total cost per student station that exceeds these amounts. The cost per student
station includes, for example, contract costs, fees of architects and engineers, and the cost of
furniture and equipment. The cost per student station specifically does not include the cost of
purchasing or leasing the site for the construction, legal and administrative costs, the cost of
related site or offsite improvements, and costs for school safety and hardening items and other
capital construction items approved by the school safety specialist to ensure building security for
new educational, auxiliary, or ancillary facilities.

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill amends s. 1013.64, F.S., to provide relief for school district construction projects by
authorizing an unfinished construction project for new construction of educational plant space
started on or before July 1, 2026, as exempt from the total cost per student station requirements.

Maintenance and Transfer of School Records

Present Situation

Each principal is responsible for maintaining a permanent cumulative record for each student
enrolled in a public K-12 school. The required form and content of the cumulative records is
established in SBE rule. The cumulative record is confidential and exempt from Florida’s public
records laws and is open to inspection only as provided law.

The procedure for transferring and maintaining records of students who transfer from school to

school shall be proscribed by rules of the SBE. The transfer of records shall occur within 3

school days. The records shall include:

o Verified reports of serious or recurrent behavior patterns, including threat assessment
evaluations and intervention services; and

8 The Office of Economic and Demographic Research is a research arm of the Legislature principally concerned with
forecasting economic and social trends that affect policy making, revenues, and appropriations. Office of Economic and
Demographic Research, Welcome, http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/ (last visited January 26, 2023).

87 Section 1013.64, F.S. and DOE, Cost Per Student Station (forecast for) July. 2023 (July 2022), available at
http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/conferences/peco/studentstation.pdf.

8 Section 1011.71(2), F.S., sets forth the guidelines for authorized district school board lease-purchase agreements.

8 Section 1013.64(6), F.S.

% Section 1003.25(1), F.S.; see rule 6A-1.0955, F.A.C.
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e Psychological evaluations, including therapeutic treatment plans and therapy or progress
notes created or maintained by school district or charter school staff, as appropriate.®

Effect of Proposed Changes

To lessen the administrative burden on school districts while also ensuring the records are
transferred in a timely manner, the bill requires that the transfer of records must occur within 5
school days.

District School Tax

Present Situation

In order to receive funds under the Florida Education Finance Program for the operation of
schools, a district school board must levy the millage® set for its required local effort from
property taxes.®® A school district’s millage rate may not exceed the amount certified by the
Commissioner of Education as the minimum millage rate necessary to provide the district
required local effort for the current year.%*

In addition to the required local effort, each school district may levy a discretionary nonvoted
current operating millage.*® The Legislature proscribes annually in the General Appropriations
Act (GAA) the maximum amount of millage a district may levy. For the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year
(FY), the Legislature set a maximum levy of 0.748 mills.*

In addition to the maximum discretionary levy of nonvoted current operating millage, a school

board may also levy no more than 1.5 mills for charter schools and for district schools to fund:®’

e New construction, remodeling projects, sites and site improvement or expansion to new sites,
existing sites, auxiliary facilities, athletic facilities, or ancillary facilities.

e Maintenance, renovation, and repair of existing school plants or of leased facilities to correct
deficiencies.

e The purchase, lease-purchase, or lease of school buses.

e The purchase, lease-purchase, or lease of new and replacement equipment, including
computer and devise hardware and enterprise resource software.

e Lease and lease-purchase agreements for educational facilities.

e Costs related to compliance with state and federal environmental requirements.

e Costs of opening day collection for the library media center of a new school.

%1 Section 1003.25(2) F.S.; see rule 6A-1.0955, F.A.C.

92 Section 200.001(3)(a)-(e), F.S. School millage is composed of five categories: nonvoted required school operating millage,
nonvoted discretionary school operating millage, voted district school operating millage, nonvoted district school capital
improvement millage, and voted district school debt service millage.

9 Section 1011.71(1), F.S.

% Id. The state average millage was set at 3.262; for the 67 school districts, the certified required millage varied from 3.355
mills (Miami Dade County) to 1.249 mills (Monroe County). See Florida Department of Education, 2022-23 Funding for
Florida School Districts, at 7, available at https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7507/urlt/Fefpdist.pdf.

% Section 1011.71(1), F.S.

% Specific Appropriation 86, s. 2, ch. 2022-156, L.O.F.

97 Section 1011.71(2)(a)-(i), F.S.
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Costs of school buses when a school district contracts with a private entity to provide
transportation services.
Specified loans.

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill adds payment of salaries and benefits for employees whose job duties support activities

funded by the district school tax as an authorized use for district school tax funds.

The bill is effective on July 1, 2023, except as otherwise expressly provided.

Constitutional Issues:

A.

Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:

None.
Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.

State Tax or Fee Increases:

None.

Other Constitutional Issues:

None.

Fiscal Impact Statement:

A.

Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
Private Sector Impact:

None.

Government Sector Impact:

CS/CS/SB 202 will have a negative impact on state expenditures. In addition to

maximizing the capacity of estimated tax credits and assuming the use of a carryforward
or reserve balance available under the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship (FTC) the bill will
require an additional $217.2 million state appropriation for Fiscal Year 2023-2024. The
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impact on state expenditures will increase or decrease depending on the average awards
for the scholarships and if more or less students participate than forecasted.

In Fiscal Year 2024-2025, the impact on state expenditures is expected to grow as
additional home school students may participate in the program due to increases in the
caps in the bill.

Eligible Students

In Fiscal Year 2021-2022, there were 372,632 students enrolled in kindergarten through
12th grade in a Florida private school. Of this, 302,491 (81.2%) were enrolled in a private
school that is participating in either the Florida Tax Credit or the Family Empowerment -
Education Opportunity (FES-EO) program. Based on a projected growth rate of
approximately 4 percent, it is forecasted that overall private school enroliment will grow
to 393,207 for the 2023-2024 school year, with 315,702 students enrolled in a
participating school and the remaining 77,505 enrolled in a private school not
participating in a state scholarship program.

Based on the February 6, 2023, PreK-12 Enrollment Estimating Conference, 257,717
students are forecasted to be enrolled at a private school on a state scholarship for the
2023-2024 school year. This leaves 57,985 of the 315,702 students estimated to be
enrolled in a participating private school who are not on a state scholarship.

Of the 77,505 students enrolled in a private school not currently participating in a state
scholarship program, it is assumed that approximately 20 percent would participate in a
state scholarship program under the bill in Fiscal Year 2023-2024.

In addition, the bill authorizes home school students to participate in FES-EO and FTC
scholarships, with a cap of 20,000 students total across both programs in Fiscal Year
2023-2024. The bill authorizes an additional 40,000 home school students per year to
participate in the program beginning in the Fiscal Year 2024-2025 through Fiscal Year
2026-2027.

The table below shows the total number of additional students (70,656) estimated to
enroll in a Florida Tax Credit Scholarship or a Florida Empowerment Scholarship
(Education Opportunity).



BILL: CS/CS/SB 202 Page 31

Total Eligible Students — FES-EO Program
Fiscal Year 2023-2024

Students Eligible Participation Rate | Additional Students
Students Not

on Scholarship
Enrolled in a 0
Participating School 57,985 60.43% 35,043
Enrolled in a
Non-Participating 77,505 20.14% 15,613
School
Home School
Students 168,759 20,000
TOTAL 304,249 70,656

For the Florida Empowerment Scholarship for students with disabilities (FES-UA), the
bill increases the cap from 1 percent to 3 percent of the total eligible exceptional student
education (ESE) full-time equivalent students. Based on an ESE population this change
in policy will allow an additional 9,628 students to receive a scholarship.

Funding Scholarships

Since the eligibility requirements are the same for FTC and FES-EO scholarships, the
additional 70,656 students who are estimated to participate in these scholarship programs
may be funded from either FTC tax credit contributions or general revenue in the FEFP.
At the March 13, 2023 Revenue Estimating Conference, it was forecasted that the tax
credit contributions for FTC would be $850 million for fiscal year 2023-2024. The last
estimate for the 2022-2023 school year showed that a total of 92,980 students were
funded on a FTC scholarship, with a total cost of $701.9 million. The $126 million
remaining tax credit contributions would fund an estimated 16,338 additional FTC
scholarships at an average award of $7,714, after administrative fees are deducted.
Additionally, it is estimated that the scholarship funding organizations have a
carryforward or reserve balance of approximately $370 million, which, in part, may be
used to fund approximately 39,318 additional scholarships for fiscal year 2023-2024. The
remaining 15,000 students not funded by FTC would receive an FES-EO scholarship,
which is funded with general revenue funds in the FEFP.

The table below details the bill’s total estimated fiscal impact for FTC, FES-EO, and the
FES-UA. Similar to the FES-EO scholarship, the 9,628 additional FES-UA scholarships
would be funded with general revenue funds in the FEFP.
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VI.

VII.

VIII.

Total Additional Scholarship Funding — Fiscal Year 2023-2024

Scholarship Program

Additional Students

Average Awards
2022-2023

Estimated Total Cost

Florida Tax Credit
Scholarship

55,656

$7,714

$429.3 M

Florida Empowerment
Scholarship (FES) —
Education Opportunity

15,000

$7,714

$115.7 M

Florida Empowerment
Scholarship (FES) —
Unique Ability

9,628

$10,544

$101.5 M

Subtotal FES
Scholarships (General
Revenue)

24,628

$217.2 M

TOTAL

80,284

$646.5 M

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 11.45, 212.099,
327.371, 1001.10, 1002.01, 1002.20, 1002.394, 1002.395, 1002.40, 1002.421, 1003.25, 1003.27,
1003.4282, 1003.4851006.21, 1006.22, 1006.25, 1006.261, 1006.27, 1009.30, 1011.62, 1011.71,
1012.22, 1012.56, 1013.64, 1002.321, 1003.5716, 1002.20, 1003.01, and 1003.499.

This bill creates section 1002.44 of the Florida Statutes.

Additional Information:

A.

Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS/CS by Appropriations on March 16, 2023:

The committee substitute made the following modifications to the bill:

e Establishes the priority for FTC and FES-ES scholarships for students whose
household income does not exceed 185 percent of the FPL and it creates a second
priority for households with an income not exceeding 400 percent of the FPL.

e Maintains the choice navigator and redefines it as an option that parents may choose
and requires the choice navigator to meet the requirements of a part-time tutor.
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e Maintains that all students must take a nationally norm-referenced test or statewide
assessment and adds reporting provisions for personalized education students
beginning in 2027-2028.

e Maintains flexibility for traditional public schools with the following differences:

o Continues to authorize other vehicles for student transportation but pulls back in
specified SBE rule-making authority.

o Continues to address teacher certification requirements through additional options
to earn an educator certificate.

The committee substitute adds the following to the bill:

e Addresses home education concerns by authorizing a “personalized education
program” as an additional way to meet attendance requirements.

e Defines a “personalized education student” as a student whose parent applies to an
SFO for participation in a personalized education program through FTC and
authorizes these students as eligible to be reimbursed for dual enrollment expenses.

e Authorizes up to 20,000 (rather than 10,000) FTC scholarships to students enrolled as
personalized education students and increases the amount by 40,000 rather than
20,000 in subsequent years until 2027. This number incorporates the scholarships
previously set aside for home education students in FES.

e Adds SFO and parent requirements similar to FES-UA for an FTC personalized
education student.

e Requires the parent opting for a private school to use all scholarship funds for tuition
and fees before using funds for additional authorized uses and requires parents to be
reimbursed for program expenses purchased at a lower cost.

e Requires FES-EO scholarships to be funded once all FTC scholarships have been
funded.

e Requires the SFO to submit quarterly reports to the DOE providing the estimated and
actual amounts of all FTC funds.

e Requires a private school to publish on the school’s website a statement regarding
specified services for students with disabilities.

e Extends the timeline to transfer student records from three to five school days.

e Authorizes the district school tax to be used for payment of salaries and benefits for
employees whose job duties support related activities.

The committee substitute deletes the following from the bill:

e Provisions authorizing the funding of eligible FES-UA students on the wait-list from
remaining tax credit revenue from the FTC or Hope Scholarship Programs.

e Provisions regarding teacher salary allocation flexibility.

CS by Appropriations Committee on Education on March 8, 2023:

The committee substitute authorizes the Commissioner of Education to deny an owner,
officer or director to participate in the state school scholarship program if the individual
has operated an educational institution that closed during the school year. Such individual
may be removed from the disqualification list if the individual reimburses the DOE or
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization the amount of the scholarship funds
received by the educational institution during the school year in which it closed.
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B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/16/2023

The Committee on Appropriations (Simon) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:
Section 1. Paragraph (1) of subsection (2) of section
11.45, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
11.45 Definitions; duties; authorities; reports; rules.—
(2) DUTIES.—The Auditor General shall:
(1) At least once every 3 years, conduct operational audits

of the accounts and records of eligible nonprofit scholarship-
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funding organizations receiving eligible contributions under s.
1002.395, including any contracts for services with related
entities, to determine compliance with the provisions of that
section. Such audits shall include, but not be limited to, a
determination of the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization’s compliance with s. 1002.395(6) (1) 5=

2

1H062-395(6)++3+-. The Auditor General shall provide its report on
the results of the audits to the Governor, the President of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Chief
Financial Officer, and the Legislative Auditing Committee,

within 30 days of completion of the audit.

The Auditor General shall perform his or her duties
independently but under the general policies established by the
Legislative Auditing Committee. This subsection does not limit
the Auditor General’s discretionary authority to conduct other
audits or engagements of governmental entities as authorized in
subsection (3).

Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) and paragraph
(c) of subsection (7) of section 212.099, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

212.099 Credit for contributions to eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(c) “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization”
or “organization” has the same meaning as provided in s.
1002.395(2) s+—3662-3852+5).

(7)

(c) The organization may, subject to the limitations of s.
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1002.395(6) (1)1. s+—30B2-385(6)+~, use eligible contributions

received during the state fiscal year in which such
contributions are collected for administrative expenses.

Section 3. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
327.371, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

327.371 Human-powered vessels regulated.—

(1) A person may operate a human-powered vessel within the
boundaries of the marked channel of the Florida Intracoastal
Waterway as defined in s. 327.02:

(c) When participating in practices or competitions for
interscholastic, intercollegiate, intramural, or club rowing
teams affiliated with an educational institution identified in
s. 1000.21, s. 1002.01(3) s+—36062-04+2, s. 1003.01(2), s.
1005.02(4), or s. 1005.03(1) (d), 1f the adjacent area outside of

the marked channel is not suitable for such practice or
competition. The teams must use their best efforts to make use
of the adjacent area outside of the marked channel. The
commission must be notified in writing of the details of any
such competition, and the notification must include, but need
not be limited to, the date, time, and location of the
competition.

Section 4. Section 1002.01, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

1002.01 Definitions.—

(1) A “home education program” means the sequentially
progressive instruction of a student directed by his or her
parent im—-erder to satisfy the attendance requirements of ss.
1002.41, 1003.01(13), and 1003.21(1).

(2) A “personalized education program” means the
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sequentially progressive instruction of a student directed by

his or her parent to satisfy the attendance requirements of ss.

1003.01(13) and 1003.21(1) while registered with an eligible

nonprofit scholarship-funding organization pursuant to s.

1002.395. A personalized education student shall be provided the

same flexibility and opportunities as provided in s. 1002.41(3)-
(12) .

(3)42)r A “private school” is a nonpublic school defined as

an individual, association, copartnership, or corporation, or
department, division, or section of such organizations, that
designates itself as an educational center that includes
kindergarten or a higher grade or as an elementary, secondary,
business, technical, or trade school below college level or any
organization that provides instructional services that meet the
intent of s. 1003.01(13) or that gives preemployment or
supplementary training in technology or in fields of trade or
industry or that offers academic, literary, or career training
below college level, or any combination of the above, including
an institution that performs the functions of the above schools
through correspondence or extension, except those licensed under
the provisions of chapter 1005. A private school may be a
parochial, religious, denominational, for-profit, or nonprofit
school. This definition does not include home education programs
conducted in accordance with s. 1002.41.

Section 5. Present paragraphs (b) through (m) of subsection
(2) of section 1002.394, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
paragraphs (c) through (n), respectively, a new paragraph (b) is
added to subsection (2), paragraph (c) is added to subsection

(8), and paragraph (d) is added to subsection (9) of that
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98 section, and present paragraphs (e), (f), and (g) of subsection
99 (2), paragraph (a) of subsection (3), subsection (4), paragraph
100 (a) of subsection (5), paragraph (f) of subsection (6),
101 |paragraphs (b), (d), (f), and (g) of subsection (7), paragraph
102 (a) of subsection (8), paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection
103 (10), paragraph (a) of subsection (11), and subsection (12) are

104 amended, to read:

105 1002.394 The Family Empowerment Scholarship Program.-—
106 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used 1in this section, the term:
107 (b) “Choice navigator” has the same meaning as in s.
108 1002.395(2) .

109 (f)4e)> “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

110 organization” or “organization” has the same meaning as previded
111 |in s. 1002.395(2) s+—3602-395(2+F).

112 (g)+#&r “Eligible postsecondary educational institution”
113 |means a Florida College System institution; a state university;
114 a school district technical center; a school district adult

115 general education center; an independent college or university
116 |that is eligible to participate in the William L. Boyd, IV,

117 Effective Access to Student Education Grant Program under s.
118 1009.89; or an accredited independent postsecondary educational
119 institution, as defined in s. 1005.02, which is licensed to

120 operate in this state under part III of chapter 1005 or is

121 approved to participate in a reciprocity agreement as defined in
122 s. 1000.35(2).

123 (h)4e> “Eligible private school” has the same meaning as
124 |previded in s. 1002.395(2) s—3662-3952r+t)-.

125 (3) SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY.—

126 (a)1l. A parent of a student may request and receive from
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percent of the federal poverty level.

(4) AUTHORIZED USES OF PROGRAM FUNDS.—

(a) Program funds awarded to a student determined eligible
pursuant to paragraph (3) (a) may be used for:

1. Tuition and fees at an eligible private school.;—e®

2. Transportation to a Florida public school in which a
student is enrolled and that is different from the school to
which the student was assigned or to a lab school as defined in
s. 1002.32.

3. Instructional materials, including digital materials and

Internet resources.

4. Curriculum as defined in subsection (2).

5. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time

enrollment in an eligible postsecondary educational institution

or a program offered by the postsecondary educational

institution, unless the program is subject to s. 1009.25 or

reimbursed pursuant to s. 1009.30; an approved preapprenticeship

program as defined in s. 446.021(5) which is not subject to s.

1009.25 and complies with all applicable requirements of the

department pursuant to chapter 1005; a private tutoring program

authorized under s. 1002.43; a virtual program offered by a

department-approved private online provider that meets the

provider qualifications specified in s. 1002.45(2) (a); the

Florida Virtual School as a private paying student; or an

approved online course offered pursuant to s. 1003.499 or s.
1004.0961.

6. Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced

achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry

certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
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education, or other assessments.

7. Contracted services provided by a public school or

school district, including classes. A student who receives

contracted services under this subparagraph is not considered

enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes as

specified in subsection (6) but rather attending a public school

on a part-time basis as authorized under s. 1002.44.

8. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or fees

for services provided by a choice navigator. Such services must

be provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s

certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who holds an

adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a person

who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the subject

area in which instruction is given, a person who has

demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to s.

1012.56(5), or a person certified by a nationally or

internationally recognized research-based training program as

approved by the department. As used in this subparagraph, the

term “part-time tutoring services” does not qualify as reqular

school attendance as defined in s. 1003.01(13) (e) +f—thestudent

stbparagraph—3+ta2.

(b) Program funds awarded to a student with a disability
determined eligible pursuant to paragraph (3) (b) may be used for
the following purposes:

1. Instructional materials, including digital devices,
digital periphery devices, and assistive technology devices that
allow a student to access instruction or instructional content

and training on the use of and maintenance agreements for these

Page 8 of 99
3/15/2023 3:21:07 PM 576-02590-23




214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242

Florida Senate - 2023 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 202

| INTIHIRIDY =<2

2. Curriculum as defined in subsection (2).

devices.

3. Specialized services by approved providers or by a
hospital in this state which are selected by the parent. These
specialized services may include, but are not limited to:

a. Applied behavior analysis services as provided in ss.
627.6686 and 641.31098.

b. Services provided by speech-language pathologists as
defined in s. 468.1125(8).

c. Occupational therapy as defined in s. 468.203.

d. Services provided by physical therapists as defined in
s. 486.021(8).

e. Services provided by listening and spoken language
specialists and an appropriate acoustical environment for a
child who has a hearing impairment, including deafness, and who
has received an implant or assistive hearing device.

4. Tuition and e fees associated with full-time or part-
time enrollment in a home education program;+ an eligible
private school;+ an eligible postsecondary educational
institution or a program offered by the postsecondary

educational institution, unless the program is subject to s.

1009.25 or reimbursed pursuant to s. 1009.30; an approved

preapprenticeship program as defined in s. 446.021(5) which is

not subject to s. 1009.25 and complies with all applicable

requirements of the department pursuant to chapter 1005; a

private tutoring program authorized under s. 1002.43;+ a virtual
program offered by a department-approved private online provider
that meets the provider qualifications specified in s.

1002.45(2) (a) ;+ the Florida Virtual School as a private paying
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student;+ or an approved online course offered pursuant to s.
1003.499 or s. 1004.0961.

5. Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced
achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry
certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

6. Contributions to the Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid
College Program pursuant to s. 1009.98 or the Florida College
Savings Program pursuant to s. 1009.981 for the benefit of the
eligible student.

7. Contracted services provided by a public school or
school district, including classes. A student who receives
services under a contract under this paragraph is not considered
enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes as

specified in subsection (6) but rather attending a public school

on a part-time basis as authorized under s. 1002.44.

8. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or fees

for services provided by a choice navigator. Such services must

be provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s
certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who holds an
adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a person
who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the subject
area in which instruction is given, a person who has
demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to s.
1012.56(5), or a person certified by a nationally or
internationally recognized research-based training program as

approved by the department. As used in this subparagraph

paragrapr, the term “part-time tutoring services” does not

qualify as regular school attendance as defined in s.
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9. Fees for specialized summer education programs.

1003.01(13) (e) .

10. Fees for specialized after-school education programs.

11. Transition services provided by job coaches.

12. Fees for an annual evaluation of educational progress
by a state-certified teacher under s. 1002.41(1) (f), if this
option is chosen for a home education student.

13. Tuition and fees associated with programs offered by
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program providers approved
pursuant to s. 1002.55 and school readiness providers approved
pursuant to s. 1002.88.

14. Fees for services provided at a center that is a member
of the Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship
International.

15. Fees for services provided by a therapist who is
certified by the Certification Board for Music Therapists or
credentialed by the Art Therapy Credentials Board, Inc.

(5) TERM OF SCHOLARSHIP.—For purposes of continuity of
educational choice:

(a) 1. A scholarship awarded to an eligible student pursuant
to paragraph (3) (a) shall remain in force until:

a. The organization determines that the student is not

eligible for program renewal;

b. The Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes

program participation or use of funds;

c. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the

program for failure to comply with subsection (10);

d. The student enrolls in a public school. However, if a

student enters a Department of Juvenile Justice detention center
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for a period of no more than 21 days, the student is not

considered to have returned to a public school on a full-time

basis for that purpose; or

e. The student graduates from high school or attains 21

years of age, whichever occurs first.

2.a. The student’s scholarship account must be closed and

any remaining funds shall revert to the state after:

(I) Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the

commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,

the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,

or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services

received pursuant to paragraph (4) (a); or

(IT) Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has

been inactive.

b. Reimbursements for program expenditures may continue

until the account balance is expended or remaining funds have

reverted to the state student—retuvras—teo o publie—schools
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(6) SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for
a Family Empowerment Scholarship while he or she is:
(f) Participating in virtual instruction pursuant to s.

1002.455 that receives state funding pursuant to the student’s
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participation.

(7) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS.—

(b)1l. The parent of a student with a disability who does
not have an IEP in accordance with subparagraph (3) (b)4. or who
seeks a reevaluation of an existing IEP may request an IEP
meeting and evaluation from the school district in order to
obtain or revise a matrix of services. The school district shall
notify a parent who has made a request for an IEP that the
district is required to complete the IEP and matrix of services
within 30 days after receiving notice of the parent’s request.
The school district shall conduct a meeting and develop an IEP
and a matrix of services within 30 days after receipt of the
parent’s request in accordance with State Board of Education
rules. The district must accept the diagnosis and consider the
service plan of the licensed professional providing the
diagnosis pursuant to subparagraph (3) (b)4. The school district
must complete a matrix that assigns the student to one of the
levels of service as they existed before the 2000-2001 school

year. For a nonpublic school student without an IEP, the school

district is authorized to use evaluation reports and plans of

care developed by the licensed professionals under subparagraph

(4) (b)3. to complete the matrix of services.

2.a. The school district must provide the student’s parent
and the department with the student’s matrix level within 10
calendar days after its completion.

b. The department shall notify the parent and the
organization of the amount of the funds awarded within 10 days
after receiving the school district’s notification of the

student’s matrix level.
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c. A school district may change a matrix of services only

if the change is a result of an IEP reevaluation or to correct

technical, typographical, or calculation error.
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assessmernts— Upon the request of the department, a school

district shall coordinate with the department to provide to a
participating private school the statewide assessments
administered under s. 1008.22 and any related materials for

administering the assessments.

the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program whose parent requests

that the student take the statewide assessments under s.
1008.22, the district in which the student attends a private
school shall provide locations and times to take all statewide
assessments. A school district is responsible for implementing
test administrations at a participating private school,
including the:

1. Provision of training for private school staff on test
security and assessment administration procedures;

2. Distribution of testing materials to a private school;

3. Retrieval of testing materials from a private school;

4. Provision of the required format for a private school to

submit information to the district for test administration and

enrollment purposes; and

5. Provision of any required assistance, monitoring, or

investigation at a private school.
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(8) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—
(a) The department shall:

1. Publish and update, as necessary, information on the

department website about the Family Empowerment Scholarship

Program, including, but not limited to, student eligibility

criteria, parental responsibilities, and relevant data.

2. Report, as part of the determination of full-time

1011.62(1) (&),

equivalent membership pursuant to s. all students

who are receiving a scholarship under the program and are funded

through the Florida Education Finance Program, and cross-check

the list of participating scholarship students with the public
school enrollment lists to avoid duplication.

3. Maintain and annually publish a list of nationally norm-
referenced tests identified for purposes of satisfying the
testing requirement in subparagraph (9) (c)1l. The tests must meet
industry standards of quality in accordance with state board
rule.

4. Notify eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organizations of the deadlines for submitting the verified list
of students determined to be eligible for a scholarship. An

eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization may not
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submit a student for funding after February 1.

gn
z

A1 ot v ~+ £ o oAt
| 2 S S J S m S SR O R & S S 4SS ¥ 2 &

+Ey—each——sechool s—pa¥r

5.6+ Deny or terminate program participation upon a
parent’s failure to comply with subsection (10).

6.7+ Notify the parent and the organization when a
scholarship account is closed and program funds revert to the
state.

7.8+ Notify an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization of any of the organization’s or other
organization’s identified students who are receiving
scholarships under this chapter.

8.9+ Maintain on its website a list of approved providers
as required by s. 1002.66, eligible postsecondary educational
institutions, eligible private schools, and eligible
organizations and may identify or provide links to lists of
other approved providers.

9.36+ Require each organization to verify eligible
expenditures before the distribution of funds for any
expenditures made pursuant to subparagraphs (4) (b)1l. and 2.
Review of expenditures made for services specified in
subparagraphs (4) (b)3.-15. may be completed after the purchase
is made.

10.33~ Investigate any written complaint of a violation of
this section by a parent, a student, a private school, a public
school, a school district, an organization, a provider, or
another appropriate party in accordance with the process
established under s. 1002.421.

11.32+ Require quarterly reports by an organization, which
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must include, at a minimum, the number of students participating
in the program; the demographics of program participants; the
disability category of program participants; the matrix level of
services, if known; the program award amount per student; the
total expenditures for the purposes specified in paragraph
(4) (b); the types of providers of services to students; and any
other information deemed necessary by the department.

12.33+= Notify eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organizations that scholarships may not be awarded in a school
district in which the award will exceed 99 percent of the school
district’s share of state funding through the Florida Education
Finance Program as calculated by the department.

13.34~ Adjust payments to eligible nonprofit scholarship-
funding organizations and, when the Florida Education Finance
Program is recalculated, adjust the amount of state funds
allocated to school districts through the Florida Education
Finance Program based upon the results of the cross-check
completed pursuant to subparagraph 2.

(c) The department shall notify each school district of the

full-time equivalent student consensus estimate of students

participating in the program developed pursuant to s.
216.136(4) (a) .
(9) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—To be

eligible to participate in the Family Empowerment Scholarship
Program, a private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian and
must:

(d) For a student determined eligible pursuant to paragraph

(3) (b), discuss the school’s academic programs and policies,

specialized services, code of conduct, and attendance policies
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before enrollment with the parent to determine which programs

and services may meet the student’s individual needs.

If a private school fails to meet the requirements of this
subsection or s. 1002.421, the commissioner may determine that
the private school is ineligible to participate in the
scholarship program.

(10) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM
PARTICIPATION.—

(a) A parent who applies for program participation under

paragraph (3) (a) whose student will be enrolled full time s

T aa e~y g £ £ N rant n_ + hia £ v o~k
CXCTECTS T g OFF TPttt T (> T O It —CriT=

1 o 4
T \JtJlaL\J T \w

o—ptaee
in a private school amd must:

1. Select the private school and apply for the admission of
his or her student.

2. Request the scholarship by a date established by the
organization, in a manner that creates a written or electronic
record of the request and the date of receipt of the request.

3. Inform the applicable school district when the parent
withdraws his or her student from a public school to attend an
eligible private school.

4. Require his or her student participating in the program
to remain in attendance throughout the school year unless
excused by the school for illness or other good cause.

5. Meet with the private school’s principal or the
principal’s designee to review the school’s academic programs
and policies, specialized services eustemized—eduecational

programs, code of student conduct, and attendance policies
before prier—te enrollment.
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6. Require that the student participating in the
scholarship program takes the norm-referenced assessment offered
by the private school. The parent may also choose to have the
student participate in the statewide assessments pursuant to
paragraph (7) (d). If the parent requests that the student
participating in the program take all statewide assessments
required pursuant to s. 1008.22, the parent is responsible for
transporting the student to the assessment site designated by
the school district.

7. Approve each payment before the scholarship funds may be

deposited by funds transfer Restrietively endorsethe warrant;

B

issued—in—the name—of +the parent pursuant to subparagraph

12 4 (1 2\ () & + +h N3tz anh 1 for A~ 4+ 1 4 +h
a . W Sray A W v Ay cO—CchC—pP T vace—SCo0 0T G pPposT = co—Tc

ivate—sehooltls—aececount+ The parent may not designate any
entity or individual associated with the participating private

school as the parent’s attorney in fact to approve a funds

transfer. A participant who fails to comply with this paragraph
forfeits the enderse—a scholarship warrant.

8. Agree to have the organization commit scholarship funds

on behalf of his or her student for tuition and fees for which

the parent is responsible for payment at the private school

before using empowerment account funds for additional authorized

uses under paragraph (4) (a). A parent is responsible for all

eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship.

(b) A parent who applies for program participation under
paragraph (3) (b) is exercising his or her parental option to
determine the appropriate placement or the services that best
meet the needs of his or her child and must:

1. Apply to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
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organization to participate in the program by a date set by the
organization. The request must be communicated directly to the
organization in a manner that creates a written or electronic
record of the request and the date of receipt of the request.

2. Sign an agreement with the organization and annually
submit a sworn compliance statement to the organization to
satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility
to receive and spend program payments by:

a. Affirming that the student is enrolled in a program that
meets regular school attendance requirements as provided in s.
1003.01(13) (b), (c), or (d).

b. Affirming that the program funds are used only for
authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as
described in paragraph (4) (b); that any prepaid college plan or
college savings plan funds contributed pursuant to subparagraph
(4) (b)6. will not be transferred to another beneficiary while
the plan contains funds contributed pursuant to this section;
and that they will not receive a payment, refund, or rebate of
any funds provided under this section.

c. Affirming that the parent is responsible for all
eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship and
for the education of his or her student by, as applicable:

(I) Requiring the student to take an assessment in
accordance with paragraph (9) (c);

(IT) Providing an annual evaluation in accordance with s.
1002.41 (1) (f); or

(ITI) Requiring the child to take any preassessments and
postassessments selected by the provider if the child is 4 years

of age and is enrolled in a program provided by an eligible
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Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program provider. A student
with disabilities for whom the physician or psychologist who
issued the diagnosis or the IEP team determines that a
preassessment and postassessment is not appropriate is exempt
from this requirement. A participating provider shall report a
student’s scores to the parent.

d. Affirming that the student remains in good standing with
the provider or school if those options are selected by the
parent.

e. Enrolling his or her child in a program from a Voluntary
Prekindergarten Education Program provider authorized under s.
1002.55, a school readiness provider authorized under s.
1002.88, or an eligible private school if either option is
selected by the parent.

f. Renewing participation in the program each year. A
student whose participation in the program is not renewed may
continue to spend scholarship funds that are in his or her
account from prior years unless the account must be closed
pursuant to subparagraph (5) (b)3. Notwithstanding any changes to
the student’s IEP, a student who was previously eligible for
participation in the program shall remain eligible to apply for
renewal. However, for a high-risk child to continue to
participate in the program in the school year after he or she
reaches 6 years of age, the child’s application for renewal of
program participation must contain documentation that the child
has a disability defined in paragraph (2) (e) paragraph—2r{td)
other than high-risk status.

g. Procuring the services necessary to educate the student.

If such services include enrollment in an eligible private
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school, the parent must meet with the private school’s principal

or the principal’s designee to review the school’s academic

programs and policies, specialized services, code of student

conduct, and attendance policies before his or her student is

enrolled T o ~opnrnt+ A PSRN SR N VNP T + NAa~NA~c oAy A1zt 2 A o]
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the—aeecount—have—oceurred. When the student receives a
scholarship, the district school board is not obligated to
provide the student with a free appropriate public education.
For purposes of s. 1003.57 and the Individuals with Disabilities
in Education Act, a participating student has only those rights
that apply to all other unilaterally parentally placed students,
except that, when requested by the parent, school district
personnel must develop an IEP or matrix level of services.

(11) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING
ORGANIZATIONS.—

(a) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
awarding scholarships to eligible students pursuant to paragraph
(3) (a):

1. Must receive applications, determine student
eligibility, notify parents in accordance with the requirements
of this section, and provide the department with information on
the student to enable the department to determine student
funding in accordance with paragraph (12) (a).

2. Shall wverify the household income level of students

pursuvant—to—subparagraph—3 )+ and submit the verified list
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of students and related documentation to the department when

necessary.
3. Shall award scholarships in priority order pursuant to
paragraph (3) (a).

4. Shall establish and maintain separate empowerment

accounts for each eligible student. For each account, the

organization must maintain a record of accrued interest that is

retained in the student’s account and available only for

authorized program expenditures.

5. May permit eligible students to use program funds for

the purposes specified in paragraph (4) (a) by paying for the

authorized use directly, then submitting a reimbursement request

to the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization.

However, an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

may require the use of an online platform for direct purchases

of products so long as such use does not limit a parent’s choice

of curriculum or academic programs. If a parent purchases a

product identical to one offered by an organization’s online

platform for a lower price, the organization shall reimburse the

parent the cost of the product.

6. May, from eligible contributions received pursuant to s.

1002.395(6) (1)1. s+—3+0B82-385+(6)F)+~, use an amount not to

exceed 2.5 percent of the total amount of all scholarships
funded under this section for administrative expenses associated

with performing functions under this section. An eligible

nonprofit scholarship-funding organization that has, for the

prior fiscal year, complied with the expenditure requirements of

s. 1002.395(6) (1)2., may use an amount not to exceed 3 percent.

Such administrative expense amount is considered within the 3
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percent limit on the total amount an organization may use to
administer scholarships under this chapter.

7.5+ Must, in a timely manner, submit any information
requested by the department relating to the scholarship under
this section.

8.6+ Must notify the department about any violation of this

qar

section by—aparen

E S . N 23 B & 2o
A= o ML T va

9. Must document each student’s eligibility for a fiscal

year before granting a scholarship for that fiscal year. A

student is ineligible for a scholarship if the student’s account

has been inactive for 2 consecutive fiscal years.

10. Must notify each parent that participation in the

scholarship program does not guarantee enrollment.

11. Shall commit scholarship funds on behalf of the student

for tuition and fees for which the parent is responsible for

payment at the private school before using empowerment account

funds for additional authorized uses under paragraph (4) (a).

(12) SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING AND PAYMENT.—

(a)l. Scholarships for students determined eligible

pursuant to paragraph (3) (a) may be funded once all scholarships

have been funded in accordance with s. 1002.395(06) (1)2. are
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2.4+ A scholarship of $750 or an amount equal to the school

district expenditure per student riding a school bus, as

determined by the department, whichever is greater, may be
I

awarded to an eligible & student who 1is determined—eligible

enrolled in a Florida public school that is different from the

school to which the student was assigned or in a lab school as
defined in s. 1002.32 if the school district does not provide
the student with transportation to the school.

3.5+ The organization must provide the department with the
documentation necessary to verify the student’s participation.
Upon receiving the documentation, the department shall transfer,

beginning August 1, from state funds only, the amount calculated

pursuant to subparagraph 2. to the organization for quarterly
disbursement to parents of participating students each school
year in which the scholarship is in force. For a student exiting
a Department of Juvenile Justice commitment program who chooses
to participate in the scholarship program, the amount of the
Family Empowerment Scholarship calculated pursuant to
subparagraph 2. must be transferred from the school district in
which the student last attended a public school before
commitment to the Department of Juvenile Justice. When a student
enters the scholarship program, the organization must receive

all documentation required for the student’s participation,
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including the private school’s and the student’s fee schedules,
at least 30 days before the first quarterly scholarship payment
is made for the student.

4.6+ The initial payment shall be made after the
organization’s verification of admission acceptance, and
subsequent payments shall be made upon verification of continued

enrollment and attendance at the private school. Payment must be

+ + 1
[

funds transfer or any other means of payment that the department

deems to be commercially viable or cost-effective. F—%the

private—sehooloer+that+the parent has approved a funds transfer

before any scholarship funds are deposited.

5. An organization may not transfer any funds to an account

of a student determined eligible pursuant to paragraph (3) (a)

which has a balance in excess of $24,000.

(b)1l. Scholarships for students determined eligible
pursuant to paragraph (3) (b) are established for up to 26,500
students annually beginning in the 2022-2023 school year.
Beginning in the 2023-2024 school year, the maximum number of
students participating in the scholarship program under this
section shall annually increase by 3.0 46 percent of the
state’s total exceptional student education full-time equivalent

student membership, not including gifted students. An eligible
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student who meets any of the following requirements shall be
excluded from the maximum number of students if the student:

a. Received specialized instructional services under the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program pursuant to s.
1002.66 during the previous school year and the student has a
current IEP developed by the district school board in accordance
with rules of the State Board of Education;

b. Is a dependent child of a law enforcement officer or a
member of the United States Armed Forces, a foster child, or an
adopted child; or

c. Spent the prior school year in attendance at a Florida
public school or the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind.
For purposes of this subparagraph, the term “prior school year
in attendance” means that the student was enrolled and reported
by:

(I) A school district for funding during either the
preceding October or February full-time equivalent student
membership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12, which
includes time spent in a Department of Juvenile Justice
commitment program if funded under the Florida Education Finance
Program;

(IT) The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind during
the preceding October or February full-time equivalent student
membership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12;

(ITI) A school district for funding during the preceding
October or February full-time equivalent student membership
surveys, was at least 4 years of age when enrolled and reported,
and was eligible for services under s. 1003.21(1) (e); or

(IV) Received a John M. McKay Scholarship for Students with
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Disabilities in the 2021-2022 school year.

2. For a student who has a Level I to Level III matrix of
services or a diagnosis by a physician or psychologist, the
calculated scholarship amount for a student participating in the
program must be based upon the grade level and school district
in which the student would have been enrolled as the total funds
per unweighted full-time equivalent in the Florida Education
Finance Program for a student in the basic exceptional student
education program pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (c)l. and (e)l.c.,
plus a per full-time equivalent share of funds for all
categorical programs, as funded in the General Appropriations
Act, except that for the exceptional student education
guaranteed allocation, as provided in s. 1011.62(1) (e)l.c. and
2., the funds must be allocated based on the school district’s
average exceptional student education guaranteed allocation
funds per exceptional student education full-time equivalent
student.

3. For a student with a Level IV or Level V matrix of
services, the calculated scholarship amount must be based upon
the school district to which the student would have been
assigned as the total funds per full-time equivalent for the
Level IV or Level V exceptional student education program
pursuant to s. 1011.62(1l) (c)2.a. or b., plus a per-full time
equivalent share of funds for all categorical programs, as
funded in the General Appropriations Act.

4. For a student who received a Gardiner Scholarship
pursuant to s. 1002.385 in the 2020-2021 school year, the amount
shall be the greater of the amount calculated pursuant to

subparagraph 2. or the amount the student received for the 2020-
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5. For a student who received a John M. McKay Scholarship

2021 school year.

pursuant to s. 1002.39 in the 2020-2021 school year, the amount
shall be the greater of the amount calculated pursuant to
subparagraph 2. or the amount the student received for the 2020-
2021 school year.

6. The organization must provide the department with the
documentation necessary to verify the student’s participation.

7. Upon receiving the documentation, the department shall
release, from state funds only, the student’s scholarship funds
to the organization, to be deposited into the student’s account
in four equal amounts no later than September 1, November 1,
February 1, and April 1 of each school year in which the
scholarship is in force.

8. Accrued interest in the student’s account is in addition
to, and not part of, the awarded funds. Program funds include
both the awarded funds and accrued interest.

9. The organization may develop a system for payment of
benefits by funds transfer, including, but not limited to, debit
cards, electronic payment cards, or any other means of payment
which the department deems to be commercially viable or cost-
effective. A student’s scholarship award may not be reduced for
debit card or electronic payment fees. Commodities or services
related to the development of such a system must be procured by
competitive solicitation unless they are purchased from a state
term contract pursuant to s. 287.056.

10. An organization may not transfer any funds to an

account of a student determined to be eligible pursuant to

paragraph (3) (b) which has a balance in excess of $50,000.
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11.36+ Moneys received pursuant to this section do not
constitute taxable income to the gqualified student or the parent
of the qualified student.

Section 6. Present paragraphs (b) through (f), (g) through
(i), and (j) and (k) of subsection (2) of section 1002.395,
Florida Statutes, are redesignated as paragraphs (c) through
(g), (i) through (k), and (o) and (p), respectively, paragraphs
(e) through (f) and (g) through (g) of subsection (6) are
redesignated as paragraphs (f) through (g) and (i) through (s),
respectively, new paragraphs (b), (h), (1), (m), and (n) are
added to subsection (2), new paragraphs (e) and (h) and
paragraphs (t) (u), (v), (w), and (x) are added to subsection
(6), paragraph (k) is added to subsection (9), and paragraphs
(e) through (h) are added to subsection (11) of that section,
and present paragraphs (e) and (g) of subsection (2), paragraph
(b) of subsection (3), subsection (4), paragraphs (b) and (d)
and present paragraphs (f), (j), and ) of subsection (0),
), (e), (£), and (j) of

subsection (9), paragraph (b) of subsection (11), and subsection

(o
subsection (7), paragraphs (a), (b), (c
(15) are amended, to read:

1002.395 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(b) “Choice navigator” means an individual who meets the

requirements of sub-subparagraph (6) (d)2.h. and who provides

consultations, at a mutually agreed upon location, on the

selection of, application for, and enrollment in educational

options addressing the academic needs of a student; curriculum

selection; and advice on career and postsecondary education

opportunities. However, nothing in this section authorizes a
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choice navigator to oversee or exercise control over the

curricula or academic programs of a personalized education

program.

(f)+e)> “Eligible contribution” means a monetary
contribution from a taxpayer, subject to the restrictions
provided in this section, to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-

funding organization pursuant to ss. 212.099, 212.1832,

1002.395, and 1002.40. The taxpayer making the contribution may

not designate a specific child as the beneficiary of the
contribution.

(h) “Eligible postsecondary educational institution” means

a Florida College System institution; a state university; a

school district technical center; a school district adult

general education center; an independent college or university

eligible to participate in the William L. Boyd, IV, Effective

Access to Student Education Grant Program under s. 1009.89; or

an accredited independent postsecondary educational institution,

as defined in s. 1005.02, which is licensed to operate in this

state under part III of chapter 1005 or is approved to

participate in a reciprocity agreement as defined in s.
1000.35(2) .

(1)4e “Eligible private school” means a private school, as

defined in s. 1002.01 s+—3662-64+2), located in Florida which

offers an education to students in any grades K-12 and that
meets the requirements in subsection (8).

(1) “Personalized education program” has the same meaning
as in s. 1002.01.

(m) “Personalized education student” means a student whose

parent applies to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
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organization for participation in a personalized education

program.

(n) “Student learning plan” means a customized learning

plan developed by a parent, at least annually, to guide

instruction for his or her student and to identify the goods and

services needed to address the academic needs of his or her
student.
(3) PROGRAM; INITIAL SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY.—

(b)1l. A student is eligible for a Florida tax credit

scholarship under this section if the student is a resident of

this state and is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through

grade 12 in a public school in this state meets—one—or more—of

1l et rma ittt =
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2. Priority must be given in the following order: +e

a. A student whose household income level does not exceed
185 percent of the federal poverty level or who is in foster
care or out-of-home care.

b. A student whose household income level exceeds 185

percent of the federal poverty level, but does not exceed 400

percent of the federal poverty level. whe—initiaglly reeceives—=
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939 seheoot—or attains—the age—-of 21 —vyears;—whichever eoceurs—firsts
940 | regordtess—eofthe student! s housechold dncome tevel—A—siblingof
941 | a—student—wheots Pparticipatingin the seholarship programunder
942 this—subseetionis—eligible for o scholarship 3£ the student

943 | resides—3n—the samehouschold as—+the sibling

944 (4) SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for
945 |a scholarship while he or she is:

9406 (a) Enrolled in a public school, including, but not limited

947 to, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, the College-

948 Preparatory Boarding Academy, a developmental research school

949 authorized under s. 1002.32, or a charter school authorized

950 under this chapter. For purposes of this paragraph, a 3- or 4-

951 year-old child who receives services funded through the Florida

952 |Education Finance Program is considered a student enrolled in a

953 |public school;

954 (b)4&> Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of

955 |providing educational services to youth in a Department of

956 |Juvenile Justice commitment program pregrams;

957 or—Reeeiving—a—secholarshipfromanother eligible nonprofit
958 seheotarship—fuornding organization under this seetions

959 (c) Receiving any other =un educational scholarship pursuant
960 to this chapter;

961 (d) Not having regular and direct contact with his or her

962 |private school teachers pursuant to s. 1002.421(1) (i) unless he

963 |or she is enrolled in a personalized education program;

964 (e)+e Participating in a home education program as defined

965 |in s. 1002.01(1);
966 (f)4e)r Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant

967 to s. 1002.43 unless he or she is enrolled in a personalized
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(g)+£)r Participating in

s. 1002.455 seheol;—eo

education program; or

virtual instruction pursuant to
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(6) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING
ORGANIZATIONS.—An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization:

(b) Must comply with the following background check
requirements:

1. All owners and operators as defined in subparagraph
(2) (k)1. 23++)r+~= are, before employment or engagement to
provide services, subject to level 2 background screening as
provided under chapter 435. The fingerprints for the background
screening must be electronically submitted to the Department of
Law Enforcement and can be taken by an authorized law
enforcement agency or by an employee of the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization or a private company who 1is
trained to take fingerprints. However, the complete set of
fingerprints of an owner or operator may not be taken by the
owner or operator. The results of the state and national
criminal history check shall be provided to the Department of
Education for screening under chapter 435. The cost of the
background screening may be borne by the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization or the owner or operator.

2. Every 5 years following employment or engagement to
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997 |provide services or association with an eligible nonprofit
998 scholarship-funding organization, each owner or operator must
999 |meet level 2 screening standards as described in s. 435.04, at
1000 |which time the nonprofit scholarship-funding organization shall
1001 request the Department of Law Enforcement to forward the
1002 fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for level 2
1003 screening. If the fingerprints of an owner or operator are not
1004 retained by the Department of Law Enforcement under subparagraph
1005 3., the owner or operator must electronically file a complete
1006 |set of fingerprints with the Department of Law Enforcement. Upon
1007 |submission of fingerprints for this purpose, the eligible
1008 |nonprofit scholarship-funding organization shall request that
1009 the Department of Law Enforcement forward the fingerprints to
1010 the Federal Bureau of Investigation for level 2 screening, and
1011 the fingerprints shall be retained by the Department of Law
1012 Enforcement under subparagraph 3.
1013 3. Fingerprints submitted to the Department of Law
1014 Enforcement as required by this paragraph must be retained by
1015 the Department of Law Enforcement in a manner approved by rule
1016 |and entered in the statewide automated biometric identification
1017 system authorized by s. 943.05(2) (b). The fingerprints must
1018 thereafter be available for all purposes and uses authorized for
1019 |arrest fingerprints entered in the statewide automated biometric
1020 identification system pursuant to s. 943.051.
1021 4. The Department of Law Enforcement shall search all
1022 arrest fingerprints received under s. 943.051 against the
1023 fingerprints retained in the statewide automated biometric

1024 identification system under subparagraph 3. Any arrest record

1025 |that is identified with an owner’s or operator’s fingerprints
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must be reported to the Department of Education. The Department
of Education shall participate in this search process by paying
an annual fee to the Department of Law Enforcement and by
informing the Department of Law Enforcement of any change in the
employment, engagement, or association status of the owners or
operators whose fingerprints are retained under subparagraph 3.
The Department of Law Enforcement shall adopt a rule setting the
amount of the annual fee to be imposed upon the Department of
Education for performing these services and establishing the
procedures for the retention of owner and operator fingerprints
and the dissemination of search results. The fee may be borne by
the owner or operator of the nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization.

5. A nonprofit scholarship-funding organization whose owner
or operator fails the level 2 background screening is not
eligible to provide scholarships under this section.

6. A nonprofit scholarship-funding organization whose owner
or operator in the last 7 years has filed for personal
bankruptcy or corporate bankruptcy in a corporation of which he
or she owned more than 20 percent is shadd* not be eligible to
provide scholarships under this section.

7. In addition to the offenses listed in s. 435.04, a
person required to undergo background screening pursuant to this
part or authorizing statutes must not have an arrest awaiting
final disposition for, must not have been found guilty of, or
entered a plea of nolo contendere to, regardless of
adjudication, and must not have been adjudicated delinquent, and
the record must not have been sealed or expunged for, any of the

following offenses or any similar offense of another
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Any authorizing statutes, if the offense was a felony.

jurisdiction:

This chapter, if the offense was a felony.
Section 409.920, relating to Medicaid provider fraud.
Section 409.9201, relating to Medicaid fraud.

Section 741.28, relating to domestic violence.

Hh @ QO Q O W

Section 817.034, relating to fraudulent acts through
mail, wire, radio, electromagnetic, photoelectronic, or
photooptical systems.

g. Section 817.234, relating to false and fraudulent
insurance claims.

h. Section 817.505, relating to patient brokering.

i. Section 817.568, relating to criminal use of personal
identification information.

j. Section 817.60, relating to obtaining a credit card
through fraudulent means.

k. Section 817.61, relating to fraudulent use of credit
cards, if the offense was a felony.

1. Section 831.01, relating to forgery.

m. Section 831.02, relating to uttering forged instruments.

n. Section 831.07, relating to forging bank bills, checks,
drafts, or promissory notes.

0. Section 831.09, relating to uttering forged bank bills,
checks, drafts, or promissory notes.

p. Section 831.30, relating to fraud in obtaining medicinal
drugs.

g. Section 831.31, relating to the sale, manufacture,
delivery, or possession with the intent to sell, manufacture, or

deliver any counterfeit controlled substance, if the offense was
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a felony.

(d)1. For the 2023-2024 school year, may fund no more than

20,000 scholarships for students who are enrolled pursuant to

paragraph (7) (b). The number of scholarships funded for such

students may increase by 40,000 in each subsequent school year.

This subparagraph is repealed July 1, 2027.

2. Must establish and maintain separate empowerment

accounts from eligible contributions for each eligible student.

For each account, the organization must maintain a record of

accrued interest retained in the student’s account. The

organization must verify that scholarship funds are used for

nraoszi: A arnh Al avalha~a £ rm 13111 St a4 na + 1311
PTrovGC—S oo ST oSy T O CrrrorC—Cotcr oo c ooy cO—CTTgTTo=C
ataad At o LA +h oot £ .

ocuottCitco o critt—COoOoTct—OT.

a.+= Tuition and fees for full-time or part-time enrollment

in an eligible private school.s—e¥

b.2+ Transportation to a Florida public school in which a
student is enrolled and that is different from the school to
which the student was assigned or to a lab school as defined in
s. 1002.32.

c. Instructional materials, including digital materials and

Internet resources.

d. Curriculum as defined in s. 1002.394(2).

e. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time

enrollment in a home education instructional program; an

eligible postsecondary educational institution or a program

offered by the postsecondary educational institution, unless the

program is subject to s. 1009.25 or reimbursed pursuant to s.

1009.30; an approved preapprenticeship program as defined in s.

446.021(5) which is not subject to s. 1009.25 and complies with
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all applicable requirements of the Department of Education

pursuant to chapter 1005; a private tutoring program authorized

under s. 1002.43; a virtual program offered by a department-

approved private online provider that meets the provider

qualifications specified in s. 1002.45(2) (a); the Florida

Virtual School as a private paying student; or an approved

online course offered pursuant to s. 1003.499 or s. 1004.0961.

f. Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced

achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry

certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary

education, or other assessments.

g. Contracted services provided by a public school or

school district, including classes. A student who receives

contracted services under this sub-subparagraph is not

considered enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes

as specified in subsection (11) but rather attending a public

school on a part-time basis as authorized under s. 1002.44.

h. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or fees

for services provided by a choice navigator. Such services must

be provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s

certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who holds an

adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a person

who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the subject

area in which instruction is given, a person who has

demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to s.

1012.56(5), or a person certified by a nationally or

internationally recognized research-based training program as

approved by the Department of Education. As used in this

paragraph, the term “part-time tutoring services” does not
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qualify as regular school attendance as defined in s.
1003.01(13) (e) .
(e) For students determined eligible pursuant to paragraph

(7) (b), must:

1. Maintain a signed agreement from the parent which

constitutes compliance with the attendance requirements under
ss. 1003.01(13) and 1003.21(1).

2. Receive eligible student test scores and, beginning with

the 2027-2028 school year, by August 15, annually report test

scores for students pursuant to paragraph (7) (b) to a state

university pursuant to paragraph (9) (f).

3. Provide parents with information, guidance, and support

to create and annually update a student learning plan for their

student. The organization must maintain the plan and allow

parents to electronically submit, access, and revise the plan

continuously.

4., Upon submission by the parent of an annual student

learning plan, fund a scholarship for a student determined

eligible.

(g)+£> Must provide a renewal or initial scholarship to an
eligible student on a first-come, first-served basis unless the
student qualifies for priority pursuant to paragraph (f) —He).

(h) Baech—eligiblenonprofit—sehotarship—funding

organtzatieon Must refer any student eligible for a scholarship

pursuant to this section who did not receive a renewal or
initial scholarship based solely on the lack of available funds
under this section and s. 1002.40(11) (i) to another eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization that may have funds

available.
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(1)45>1. May use eligible contributions received pursuant
to this section and ss. 212.099, 212.1832, and 1002.40 during
the state fiscal year in which such contributions are collected
for administrative expenses if the organization has operated as
an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization for at
least the preceding 3 fiscal years and did not have any findings
of material weakness or material noncompliance in its most

recent audit under paragraph (o) or is in good standing in each

state in which it administers a scholarship program and the

audited financial statements for the preceding 3 fiscal years

are free of material misstatements and going concern issues —Hm).

Administrative expenses from eligible contributions may not
exceed 3 percent of the total amount of all scholarships funded
by an eligible scholarship-funding organization under this
chapter. Such administrative expenses must be reasonable and
necessary for the organization’s management and distribution of
scholarships funded under this chapter. Administrative expenses
may include developing or contracting with rideshare programs or
facilitating carpool strategies for recipients of a
transportation scholarship. No funds authorized under this
subparagraph shall be used for lobbying or political activity or
expenses related to lobbying or political activity. Up to one-
third of the funds authorized for administrative expenses under
this subparagraph may be used for expenses related to the
recruitment of contributions from taxpayers. An eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization may not charge an
application fee.

2. Must award expend for annual or partial-year

scholarships an amount equal to or greater than 75 percent of
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1200 all estimated £he net eligible contributions, as defined in

1201 subsection (2), and all funds carried forward from the prior

1202 state fiscal year remaining after administrative expenses before

1203 |funding any scholarships to students determined eligible

1204 |pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (a) duvring—the state fiseatl year—in

1205 whiceh—suvehecontributions are—ecotleected. No more than 25 percent
1206 |of such net eligible contributions may be carried forward to the
1207 following state fiscal year. All amounts carried forward, for
1208 audit purposes, must be specifically identified for particular
1209 students, by student name and the name of the school to which
1210 the student is admitted, subject to the requirements of ss.
1211 1002.22 and 1002.221 and 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, and the applicable
1212 rules and regulations issued pursuant thereto. Any amounts

1213 carried forward shall be expended for annual or partial-year
1214 scholarships in the following state fiscal year. No later than
1215 September 30 of each year, net eligible contributions remaining
1216 on June 30 of each year that are in excess of the 25 percent
1217 that may be carried forward shall be used to provide

1218 scholarships to eligible students or transferred to other

1219 |eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations to provide
1220 scholarships for eligible students. All transferred funds must
1221 |be deposited by each eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
1222 organization receiving such funds into its scholarship account.
1223 |All transferred amounts received by any eligible nonprofit

1224 scholarship-funding organization must be separately disclosed in
1225 the annual financial audit required under paragraph (o) —Hm)-.
1226 3. Must, before granting a scholarship for an academic

1227 year, document each scholarship student’s eligibility for that

1228 academic year. A scholarship-funding organization may not grant
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multiyear scholarships in one approval process.

(g)ferl.a. Must participate in the joint development of
agreed-upon procedures during the 2009-2010 state fiscal year.
The agreed-upon procedures must uniformly apply to all private
schools and must determine, at a minimum, whether the private
school has been verified as eligible by the Department of
Education under s. 1002.421; has an adequate accounting system,
system of financial controls, and process for deposit and
classification of scholarship funds; and has properly expended
scholarship funds for education-related expenses. During the
development of the procedures, the participating scholarship-
funding organizations shall specify guidelines governing the
materiality of exceptions that may be found during the
accountant’s performance of the procedures. The procedures and
guidelines shall be provided to private schools and the
Commissioner of Education by March 15, 2011.

b. Must participate in a joint review of the agreed-upon
procedures and guidelines developed under sub-subparagraph a.,
by February of each biennium, if the scholarship-funding
organization provided more than $250,000 in scholarship funds +e

eltigibleprivate——sehoodt under this chapter during the state

fiscal year preceding the biennial review. If the procedures and
guidelines are revised, the revisions must be provided to
private schools and the Commissioner of Education by March 15 of
the year in which the revisions were completed. The revised

agreed-upon procedures and guidelines shall take effect the

subsequent school year. Fer—the2018-2010—school—year—onlty;—%the
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September15+——2818—Therevised preocedures—are applticable+teo—+the
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c. Must monitor the compliance of a private school with s.
1002.421 (1) (g) if the scholarship-funding organization provided
the majority of the scholarship funding to the school. For each
private school subject to s. 1002.421(1) (gq), the appropriate
scholarship-funding organization shall annually notify the
Commissioner of Education by October 30 of:

(I) A private school’s failure to submit a report required
under s. 1002.421(1) (gq); or

(IT) Any material exceptions set forth in the report
required under s. 1002.421(1) (g) .

2. Must seek input from the accrediting associations that
are members of the Florida Association of Academic Nonpublic
Schools and the Department of Education when jointly developing
the agreed-upon procedures and guidelines under sub-subparagraph
l.a. and conducting a review of those procedures and guidelines
under sub-subparagraph 1.b.

(t) Must participate in the joint development of agreed-

upon purchasing guidelines for authorized uses of scholarship

funds under this chapter. By December 31, 2023, and by each

December 31 thereafter, the purchasing guidelines must be

provided to the Commissioner of Education and published on the

eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization’s website.

Published purchasing guidelines shall remain in effect until

there is unanimous agreement to revise the guidelines and the

revisions must be provided to the commissioner and published on

the organization’s website within 30 days after such revisions.

(u) May permit eligible students to use program funds for
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1287 the purposes specified in paragraph (d) by paying for the

1288 authorized use directly, then submitting a reimbursement request

1289 |to the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization.

1290 However, an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

1291 |may require the use of an online platform for direct purchases

1292 of products so long as such use does not limit a parent’s choice

1293 of curriculum or academic programs. If a parent purchases a

1294 |product identical to one offered by an organization’s online

1295 |platform for a lower price, the organization shall reimburse the

1296 |parent the cost of the product.

1297 (v) Must notify each parent that participation in the

1298 scholarship program does not guarantee enrollment.

1299 (w) Shall commit scholarship funds on behalf of the student

1300 for tuition and fees for which the parent is responsible for

1301 |payment at the private school before using empowerment account

1302 funds for additional authorized uses under paragraph (d).

1303 (x) Beginning September 30, 2023, must submit to the

1304 department quarterly reports that provide the estimated and

1305 actual amounts of the net eligible contributions, as defined in

1306 subsection (2), and all funds carried forward from the prior

1307 state fiscal year.
1308

1309 Information and documentation provided to the Department of

1310 Education and the Auditor General relating to the identity of a
1311 taxpayer that provides an eligible contribution under this

1312 section shall remain confidential at all times in accordance
1313 |with s. 213.053.

1314 (7) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM

1315 PARTICIPATION.—
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(a) A parent whose student will be enrolled full time in a

private school must:

1. Fhe—par rrstE Select an eligible private school and

apply for the admission of his or her child.

2.4}y The—parent—must Inform the child’s school district
when the parent withdraws his or her child to attend an eligible
private school.

3.4e> Require his or her any student participating in the
seholarship program to muwst remain in attendance throughout the

school year unless excused by the school for illness or other

good cause and=

(A T o~k oA oo A 2ok ot aa At oo o hl3ead+ 1 "+ +h
A7 OO CTTT tJLAL.LClll. AT A CTIT o C O CTTT T TTTOS IT \JLJLL\jLALl—L\Jll ja—y T
private—sehool—+teo comply with the private school’s published

policies.

4., Meet with the private school’s principal or the

principal’s designee to review the school’s academic programs

and policies, specialized services, code of student conduct, and

attendance policies before enrollment in the private school.

5.4e) Require his or her The—parent—shall—ensure—that—the
student participating in the sekhelarship program to take takes

the norm-referenced assessment offered by the private school.

The parent may also choose to have the student participate in
the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22. If the parent
requests that the student participating in the scholarship
program take statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 and
the private school has not chosen to offer and administer the
statewide assessments, the parent is responsible for
transporting the student to the assessment site designated by

the school district.
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parent—must Approve each payment before the scholarship funds

may be deposited by funds transfer. The parent may not designate

any entity or individual associated with the participating
private school as the parent’s attorney in fact to enderse—=
seholarship—warrant—or approve a funds transfer. A participant
who fails to comply with this paragraph forfeits the
scholarship.

7 Th naran
. TIIC— Pt CTt

qar

shad+ Authorize the nonprofit scholarship-

funding organization to access information needed for income
eligibility determination and verification held by other state
the

or federal agencies, including the Department of Revenue,

Department of Children and Families, the Department of

Education, the Department of Economic Opportunity, and the
Agency for Health Care Administration.

8. Agree to have the organization commit scholarship funds

on behalf of his or her student for tuition and fees for which

the parent is responsible for payment at the private school

before using empowerment account funds for additional authorized
(6) (d) .

eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship.

uses under paragraph A parent is responsible for all

(b) A parent whose student will not be enrolled full time

in a public or private school must:

1. Apply to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization to participate in the program as a personalized
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education student by a date set by the organization. The request

must be communicated directly to the organization in a manner

that creates a written or electronic record of the request and

the date of receipt of the request.

2. Sign an agreement with the organization and annually

submit a sworn compliance statement to the organization to

satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility

to receive and spend program payments, by:

a. Affirming that the program funds are used only for

authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as

described in paragraph (6) (d), and that they will not receive a

payment, refund, or rebate of any funds provided under this

section.

b. Affirming that the parent is responsible for all

eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship and

for the education of his or her student.

c. Submitting a student learning plan to the organization

and revising the plan at least annually before program renewal.

d. Requiring his or her student to take a nationally norm-

referenced test identified by the Department of Education, or a

statewide assessment under s. 1008.22, and provide assessment

results to the organization before the student’s program

renewal.

e. Renewing participation in the program each year. A

student whose participation in the program is not renewed may

continue to spend scholarship funds that are in his or her

account from prior years unless the account must be closed

pursuant to s. 1002.394(5) (a)?2.

f. Procuring the services necessary to educate the student.
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When the student receives a scholarship, the district school

board is not obligated to provide the student with a free

appropriate public education.

An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization may not

further regulate, exercise control over, or require

documentation beyond the requirements of this subsection unless

the regulation, control, or documentation is necessary for

participation in the program.

(9) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—The Department of
Education shall:

(a) Annually submit to the department and division, by
March 15, a list of eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organizations that meet the requirements of paragraph (2) (g)
25

(b) Annually verify the eligibility of nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations that meet the requirements of
paragraph (2) (9) 25

(c) Annually verify the eligibility of expenditures as
provided in paragraph (6) (d) using the audit required by
paragraph (6) (o) ~(6em).

(e) Maintain and annually publish a list of nationally

norm-referenced tests identified for purposes of satisfying the
testing requirement in subparagraph (8) (b)1l. The tests must meet
industry standards of quality in accordance with State Board of
Education rule.

(f) Issue a project grant award to a state university, to

which participating private schools and eligible nonprofit

scholarship-funding organizations must report the scores of

Page 50 of 99
3/15/2023 3:21:07 PM 576-02590-23




1432
1433
1434
1435
1436
1437
1438
1439
1440
1441
1442
1443
1444
1445
1446
1447
1448
1449
1450
1451
1452
1453
1454
1455
1456
1457
1458
1459
1460

Florida Senate - 2023 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 202

| INTIHIRIDY =<2

participating students on the nationally norm-referenced tests

or the statewide assessments administered by—theprivate sechoot

in grades 3 through 10. The project term is 2 years, and the
amount of the project is up to $250,000 per year. The project
grant award must be reissued in 2-year intervals in accordance
with this paragraph.

1. The state university must annually report to the
Department of Education on the student performance of

participating students and, beginning with the 2027-2028 school

year, on the performance of personalized education students:

a. On a statewide basis. The report shall also include, to
the extent possible, a comparison of scholarship students’
performance to the statewide student performance of public
school students with socioeconomic backgrounds similar to those
of students participating in the scholarship program. To
minimize costs and reduce time required for the state
university’s analysis and evaluation, the Department of
Education shall coordinate with the state university to provide
data to the state university in order to conduct analyses of
matched students from public school assessment data and
calculate control group student performance using an agreed-upon
methodology with the state university; and

b. On an individual school basis for students enrolled full

time in a private school. The annual report must include student

performance for each participating private school in which a¢

teast—S51—pereent—of+the+total enrolled students in the private
school participated in a scholarship program under this section,
s. 1002.394(12) (a), or s. 1002.40 theFleorida—TFaxECredit
SeholarshipPregram 1in the prior school year. The report shall
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be according to each participating private school, and for
participating students, in which there are at least 30
participating students who have scores for tests administered.
If the state university determines that the 30-participating-
student cell size may be reduced without disclosing personally
identifiable information, as described in 34 C.F.R. s. 99.12, of
a participating student, the state university may reduce the
participating-student cell size, but the cell size must not be
reduced to less than 10 participating students. The department
shall provide each private school’s prior school year’s student
enrollment information to the state university no later than
June 15 of each year, or as requested by the state university.

2. The sharing and reporting of student performance data
under this paragraph must be in accordance with requirements of
ss. 1002.22 and 1002.221 and 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act, and the applicable rules and
regulations issued pursuant thereto, and shall be for the sole
purpose of creating the annual report required by subparagraph
1. All parties must preserve the confidentiality of such
information as required by law. The annual report must not
disaggregate data to a level that will identify individual
participating schools, except as required under sub-subparagraph
1.b., or disclose the academic level of individual students.

3. The annual report required by subparagraph 1. shall be
published by the Department of Education on its website.

(J) Provide a process to match the direct certification
list with the scholarship application data submitted by any
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization eligible to receive

the 3-percent administrative allowance under paragraph (6) (1)
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1491 (k) Notify each school district of the full-time equivalent

1492 student consensus estimate of scholarship students developed
1493 |pursuant to s. 216.136(4) (a) .

1494 (11) SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT AND PAYMENT.—

1495 (b) Payment of the scholarship by the eligible nonprofit
1496 |scholarship-funding organization shall be by —individual—warrant
1497 made—payakte—teo—the—studentls—parent—oer by funds transfer,

1498 including, but not limited to, debit cards, electronic payment

1499 cards, or any other means of payment that the department deems

1500 to be commercially viable or cost-effective. FH—the payment—3s

1501 maal bz g+ +h vyt maa ot Al 1x7nrnd ey + 1 1311
MaOC—Ooy wWarLtatttcy cCrIiC—waorratirc fttastc o Ot vCeTrCO Oy o=
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1504 endorse—the warrant—teothe private sehoot+ An eligible nonprofit
™~
a

1505 scholarship-funding organization shall ensure £hat—theparent—=+eo
12

1506 I m + oyt o o A reoot g~ 27T <7 P ENE
WOt —criC—war rtaoitc to ftauc rtooctrtrtoctvoerTy oo st

1507 the—private—sehool—for deposit—nte
1508 seheot—er that the parent has approved a funds transfer before
1509 any scholarship funds are deposited.

1510 (e) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

1511 |may not transfer any funds to an account of a student determined

1512 |eligible under this section which has a balance in excess of
1513 [$24,000.
1514 (f) A scholarship awarded to an eligible student shall

1515 remain in force until:

1516 1. The organization determines that the student is not

1517 eligible for program renewal;

1518 2. The Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes
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1519 |program participation or use of funds;

1520 3. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the

1521 |program for failure to comply with subsection (7);

1522 4. The student enrolls in a public school. However, if a

1523 student enters a Department of Juvenile Justice detention center

1524 for a period of no more than 21 days, the student is not

1525 considered to have returned to a public school on a full-time

1526 |basis for that purpose; or

1527 5. The student graduates from high school or attains 21

1528 |years of age, whichever occurs first.

1529 (g) Reimbursements for program expenditures may continue

1530 until the account balance is expended or remaining funds have

1531 reverted to the state.

1532 (h) A student’s scholarship account must be closed and any

1533 remaining funds shall revert to the state after:

1534 1. Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the

1535 commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,

1536 |the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,

1537 or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services

1538 received pursuant to paragraph (6) (d); or

1539 2. Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has

1540 been inactive.

1541 (15) NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING ORGANIZATIONS;

1542 APPLICATION.—In order to participate in the scholarship program
1543 created under this section, a charitable organization that seeks
1544 to be a nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must submit
1545 an application for initial approval or renewal to the Office of

1546 Independent Education and Parental Choice. The office shall

1547 |provide at least two application periods in which charitable
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organizations may apply to participate in the program mre—tater
than—September 1—of ecach vear before—the sehool—vear for—which

££
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) An application for initial approval must include:

1. A copy of the organization’s incorporation documents and
registration with the Division of Corporations of the Department
of State.

2. A copy of the organization’s Internal Revenue Service
determination letter as a s. 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit
organization.

3. A description of the organization’s financial plan that
demonstrates sufficient funds to operate throughout the school
year.

4. A description of the geographic region that the
organization intends to serve and an analysis of the demand and
unmet need for eligible students in that area.

5. The organization’s organizational chart.

6. A description of the criteria and methodology that the
organization will use to evaluate scholarship eligibility.

7. A description of the application process, including
deadlines and any associated fees.

8. A description of the deadlines for attendance
verification and scholarship payments.

9. A copy of the organization’s policies on conflict of
interest and whistleblowers.

10. A copy of a surety bond or letter of credit to secure
the faithful performance of the obligations of the eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization in accordance with

this section in an amount equal to 25 percent of the scholarship
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funds anticipated for each school year or $100,000, whichever is
greater. The surety bond or letter of credit must specify that
any claim against the bond or letter of credit may be made only
by an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to
provide scholarships to and on behalf of students who would have
had scholarships funded if it were not for the diversion of
funds giving rise to the claim against the bond or letter of
credit.

(b) In addition to the information required by
subparagraphs (a)l.-9., an application for renewal must include:

1. A surety bond or letter of credit to secure the faithful
performance of the obligations of the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization in accordance with this section
equal to the amount of undisbursed donations held by the
organization based on the annual report submitted pursuant to
paragraph (6) (o) H6)r+4m). The amount of the surety bond or letter
of credit must be at least $100,000, but not more than $25
million. The surety bond or letter of credit must specify that
any claim against the bond or letter of credit may be made only
by an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to
provide scholarships to and on behalf of students who would have
had scholarships funded if it were not for the diversion of
funds giving rise to the claim against the bond or letter of
credit.

2. The organization’s completed Internal Revenue Service
Form 990 submitted no later than November 30 of the year before
the school year that the organization intends to offer the

scholarships, notwithstanding the department’s September—+

application deadline.
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3. A copy of the statutorily required audit to the
Department of Education and Auditor General.

4. An annual report that includes:

a. The number of students who completed applications, by
county and by grade.

b. The number of students who were approved for
scholarships, by county and by grade.

c. The number of students who received funding for
scholarships within each funding category, by county and by
grade.

d. The amount of funds received, the amount of funds
distributed in scholarships, and an accounting of remaining
funds and the obligation of those funds.

e. A detailed accounting of how the organization spent the
administrative funds allowable under paragraph (6) (1) +&5.

(c) In consultation with the Department of Revenue and the
Chief Financial Officer, the Office of Independent Education and
Parental Choice shall review the application. The Department of
Education shall notify the organization in writing of any
deficiencies within 30 days after receipt of the application and
allow the organization 30 days to correct any deficiencies.

(d) Within 30 days after receipt of the finalized
application by the Office of Independent Education and Parental
Choice, the Commissioner of Education shall recommend approval
or disapproval of the application to the State Board of
Education. The State Board of Education shall consider the
application and recommendation at the next scheduled meeting,
adhering to appropriate meeting notice requirements. If the

State Board of Education disapproves the organization’s
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application, it shall provide the organization with a written
explanation of that determination. The State Board of
Education’s action is not subject to chapter 120.

(e) If the State Board of Education disapproves the renewal
of a nonprofit scholarship-funding organization, the
organization must notify the affected eligible students and
parents of the decision within 15 days after disapproval. An
eligible student affected by the disapproval of an
organization’s participation remains eligible under this section
until the end of the school year in which the organization was
disapproved. The student must apply and be accepted by another
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization for the
upcoming school year. The student shall be given priority in
accordance with paragraph (6) (g) -+65-.

(f) All remaining funds held by a nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization that is disapproved for participation must
be transferred to other eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organizations to provide scholarships for eligible students. All
transferred funds must be deposited by each eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization receiving such funds into its
scholarship account. All transferred amounts received by any
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must be
separately disclosed in the annual financial audit required
under subsection (6).

(g) A nonprofit scholarship-funding organization is a
renewing organization if it maintains continuous approval and
participation in the program. An organization that chooses not
to participate for 1 year or more or is disapproved to

participate for 1 year or more must submit an application for
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initial approval in order to participate in the program again.

(h) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
providing guidelines for receiving, reviewing, and approving
applications for new and renewing nonprofit scholarship-funding
organizations. The rules must include a process for compiling
input and recommendations from the Chief Financial Officer, the
Department of Revenue, and the Department of Education. The
rules must also require that the nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization make a brief presentation to assist the State Board
of Education in its decision.

(i) A state university; or an independent college or
university which is eligible to participate in the William L.
Boyd, IV, Effective Access to Student Education Grant Program,
located and chartered in this state, is not for profit, and is
accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools, is exempt from the initial
or renewal application process, but must file a registration
notice with the Department of Education to be an eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization. The State Board of
Education shall adopt rules that identify the procedure for
filing the registration notice with the department. The rules
must identify appropriate reporting requirements for fiscal,
programmatic, and performance accountability purposes consistent
with this section, but may shald not exceed the requirements for
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations for
charitable organizations.

Section 7. Paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (2) and
paragraphs (g) and (i) of subsection (11) of section 1002.40,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
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1002.40 The Hope Scholarship Program.—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(e) “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization”
or “organization” has the same meaning as provided in s.

1002.395(2) s+—360238525).

(f) “Eligible private school” has the same meaning as
provided in s. 1002.395(2) s+—3+062-355-2)+).

(11) FUNDING AND PAYMENT.—

(g) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization,

subject to the limitations of s. 1002.395(6) (1)1. 5=

30862 395(6+ 5+, may use eligible contributions received during
the state fiscal year in which such contributions are collected

for administrative expenses.

(i) Notwithstanding s. 1002.395(6) (1)2. s+—36682-395+(6&)

4532+, no more than 5 percent of net eligible contributions may
be carried forward to the following state fiscal year by an
eligible scholarship-funding organization. For audit purposes,
all amounts carried forward must be specifically identified for
individual students by student name and by the name of the
school to which the student is admitted, subject to the
requirements of ss. 1002.21 and 1002.22 and 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g,
and the applicable rules and regulations issued pursuant to such
requirements. Any amounts carried forward shall be expended for
annual scholarships or partial-year scholarships in the
following state fiscal year. Net eligible contributions
remaining on June 30 of each year which are in excess of the 5
percent that may be carried forward shall be transferred to
other eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations

participating in the Hope Scholarship Program to provide
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scholarships for eligible students. All transferred funds must
be deposited by each eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization receiving such funds into the scholarship account
of eligible students. All transferred amounts received by an
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must be
separately disclosed in the annual financial audit requirement

under s. 1002.395(6) (o) s+—36862-395{6)+{tm). If no other eligible

nonprofit scholarship-funding organization participates in the
Hope Scholarship Program, net eligible contributions in excess
of the 5 percent may be used to fund scholarships for students
eligible under s. 1002.395 only after fully exhausting all
contributions made in support of scholarships under that section

in accordance with the priority established in s. 1002.395(6) (f)

before s+—3+0082-385+(6)H{erprier—+te awarding any initial
scholarships.

Section 8. Subsection (1) and paragraph (c) of subsection
(3) of section 1002.421, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.421 State school choice scholarship program
accountability and oversight.—

(1) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—A private
school participating in an educational scholarship program
established pursuant to this chapter must be a private school as

defined in s. 1002.01 s—3662-6442}> in this state, be

registered, and be in compliance with all requirements of this
section in addition to private school requirements outlined in
s. 1002.42, specific requirements identified within respective
scholarship program laws, and other provisions of Florida law
that apply to private schools, and must:

(a) Comply with the antidiscrimination provisions of 42
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(b) Notify the department of its intent to participate in a

U.s.C. s. 2000d.

scholarship program.

(c) Notify the department of any change in the school’s
name, school director, mailing address, or physical location
within 15 days after the change.

(d) Provide to the department or scholarship-funding
organization all documentation required for a student’s
participation, including the private school’s and student’s
individual fee schedule, and attendance verification as required
by the department or scholarship-funding organization, prior to
scholarship payment.

(e) Annually complete and submit to the department a
notarized scholarship compliance statement certifying that all
school employees and contracted personnel with direct student
contact have undergone background screening pursuant to s.
435.12 and have met the screening standards as provided in s.
435.04.

(f) Demonstrate fiscal soundness and accountability by:

1. Being in operation for at least 3 school years or
obtaining a surety bond or letter of credit for the amount equal
to the scholarship funds for any quarter and filing the surety
bond or letter of credit with the department.

2. Requiring the parent of each scholarship student to
personally restrictively endorse the scholarship warrant to the
school or to approve a funds transfer before any funds are
deposited for a student. The school may not act as attorney in
fact for the parent of a scholarship student under the authority

of a power of attorney executed by such parent, or under any
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other authority, to endorse a scholarship warrant or approve a
funds transfer on behalf of such parent.

(g) Meet applicable state and local health, safety, and
welfare laws, codes, and rules, including:

1. Firesafety.

2. Building safety.

(h) Employ or contract with teachers who hold baccalaureate
or higher degrees, have at least 3 years of teaching experience
in public or private schools, or have special skills, knowledge,
or expertise that qualifies them to provide instruction in
subjects taught.

(1) Maintain a physical location in this #he state at which
each student has regular and direct contact with teachers.

(j) Publish on the school’s website, or provide in a
written format, information for parents regarding the school,
including, but not limited to, programs, services, awmd the

qualifications of classroom teachers, and a statement that a

parentally placed private school student with a disability does

not have an individual right to receive some or all of the

special education and related services that the student would

receive if enrolled in a public school under the Individuals

with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), as amended.

(k) At a minimum, provide the parent of each scholarship
student with a written explanation of the student’s progress on
a quarterly basis.

(1) Cooperate with a student whose parent chooses to
participate in the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22.

(m) Require each employee and contracted personnel with

direct student contact, upon employment or engagement to provide
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services, to undergo a state and national background screening,
pursuant to s. 943.0542, by electronically filing with the
Department of Law Enforcement a complete set of fingerprints
taken by an authorized law enforcement agency or an employee of
the private school, a school district, or a private company who
is trained to take fingerprints and deny employment to or
terminate an employee if he or she fails to meet the screening
standards under s. 435.04. Results of the screening shall be
provided to the participating private school. For purposes of
this paragraph:

1. An “employee or contracted personnel with direct student
contact” means any employee or contracted personnel who has
unsupervised access to a scholarship student for whom the
private school is responsible.

2. The costs of fingerprinting and the background check may
shatd not be borne by the state.

3. Continued employment of an employee or contracted
personnel after notification that he or she has failed the
background screening under this paragraph shall cause a private
school to be ineligible for participation in a scholarship
program.

4. An employee or contracted personnel holding a valid
Florida teaching certificate who has been fingerprinted pursuant

to s. 1012.32 is not required to eempty with theprovisiens—of

this paragraph.

5. All fingerprints submitted to the Department of Law
Enforcement as required by this section shall be retained by the
Department of Law Enforcement in a manner provided by rule and

entered in the statewide automated biometric identification
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1838 system authorized by s. 943.05(2) (b). Such fingerprints shall
1839 thereafter be available for all purposes and uses authorized for
1840 |arrest fingerprints entered in the statewide automated biometric
1841 identification system pursuant to s. 943.051.

1842 6. The Department of Law Enforcement shall search all

1843 |arrest fingerprints received under s. 943.051 against the

1844 fingerprints retained in the statewide automated biometric

1845 identification system under subparagraph 5. Any arrest record
1846 |that is identified with the retained fingerprints of a person
1847 subject to the background screening under this section shall be
1848 reported to the employing school with which the person is

1849 affiliated. Each private school participating in a scholarship
1850 |program is required to participate in this search process by
1851 informing the Department of Law Enforcement of any change in the
1852 |employment or contractual status of its personnel whose

1853 fingerprints are retained under subparagraph 5. The Department
1854 of Law Enforcement shall adopt a rule setting the amount of the
1855 annual fee to be imposed upon each private school for performing
1856 these searches and establishing the procedures for the retention
1857 of private school employee and contracted personnel fingerprints
1858 and the dissemination of search results. The fee may be borne by
1859 the private school or the person fingerprinted.

1860 7. Employees and contracted personnel whose fingerprints
1861 are not retained by the Department of Law Enforcement under

1862 subparagraphs 5. and 6. are required to be refingerprinted and
1863 |must meet state and national background screening requirements
1864 |upon reemployment or reengagement to provide services in order

1865 to comply with the requirements of this section.

1866 8. Every 5 years following employment or engagement to
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provide services with a private school, employees or contracted
personnel required to be screened under this section must meet
screening standards under s. 435.04, at which time the private
school shall request the Department of Law Enforcement to
forward the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation
for national processing. If the fingerprints of employees or
contracted personnel are not retained by the Department of Law
Enforcement under subparagraph 5., employees and contracted
personnel must electronically file a complete set of
fingerprints with the Department of Law Enforcement. Upon
submission of fingerprints for this purpose, the private school
shall request that the Department of Law Enforcement forward the
fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for national
processing, and the fingerprints shall be retained by the
Department of Law Enforcement under subparagraph 5.

(n) Adopt policies establishing standards of ethical
conduct for educational support employees, instructional
personnel, and school administrators. The policies must require
all educational support employees, instructional personnel, and
school administrators, as defined in s. 1012.01, to complete
training on the standards; establish the duty of educational
support employees, instructional personnel, and school
administrators to report, and procedures for reporting, alleged
misconduct by other educational support employees, instructional
personnel, and school administrators which affects the health,
safety, or welfare of a student; and include an explanation of
the liability protections provided under ss. 39.203 and 768.095.
A private school, or any of its employees, may not enter into a

confidentiality agreement regarding terminated or dismissed
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1896 |educational support employees, instructional personnel, or

1897 school administrators, or employees, personnel, or

1898 administrators who resign in lieu of termination, based in whole
1899 |or in part on misconduct that affects the health, safety, or
1900 welfare of a student, and may not provide the employees,

1901 personnel, or administrators with employment references or

1902 discuss the employees’, personnel’s, or administrators’

1903 |performance with prospective employers in another educational
1904 |setting, without disclosing the employees’, personnel’s, or

1905 |administrators’ misconduct. Any part of an agreement or a

1906 contract that has the purpose or effect of concealing misconduct
1907 |by educational support employees, instructional personnel, or
1908 school administrators which affects the health, safety, or

1909 |welfare of a student is wvoid, is contrary to public policy, and
1910 may not be enforced.

1911 (0) Before employing a person in any position that requires
1912 direct contact with students, conduct employment history checks
1913 of previous employers, screen the person through use of the

1914 screening tools described in s. 1001.10(5), and document the
1915 findings. If unable to contact a previous employer, the private
1916 school must document efforts to contact the employer. The

1917 private school may not employ a person whose educator

1918 certificate is revoked, who is barred from reapplying for an
1919 educator certificate, or who is on the disqualification list
1920 |maintained by the department pursuant to s. 1001.10(4) (b).

1921 (p) Require each owner or operator of the private school,
1922 |prior to employment or engagement to provide services, to

1923 |undergo level 2 background screening as provided under chapter

1924 435. For purposes of this paragraph, the term “owner or
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1925 operator” means an owner, operator, superintendent, or principal
1926 of, or a person with equivalent decisionmaking authority over, a
1927 |private school participating in a scholarship program

1928 |established pursuant to this chapter. The fingerprints for the
1929 |background screening must be electronically submitted to the
1930 Department of Law Enforcement and may be taken by an authorized
1931 law enforcement agency or a private company who is trained to
1932 take fingerprints. However, the complete set of fingerprints of
1933 an owner or operator may not be taken by the owner or operator.
1934 The owner or operator shall provide a copy of the results of the
1935 |state and national criminal history check to the Department of
1936 |Education. The cost of the background screening may be borne by
1937 the owner or operator.

1938 1. Every 5 years following employment or engagement to

1939 |provide services, each owner or operator must meet level 2

1940 screening standards as described in s. 435.04, at which time the
1941 owner or operator shall request the Department of Law

1942 Enforcement to forward the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of
1943 Investigation for level 2 screening. If the fingerprints of an
1944 owner or operator are not retained by the Department of Law

1945 Enforcement under subparagraph 2., the owner or operator must
1946 |electronically file a complete set of fingerprints with the

1947 Department of Law Enforcement. Upon submission of fingerprints
1948 for this purpose, the owner or operator shall request that the
1949 Department of Law Enforcement forward the fingerprints to the
1950 Federal Bureau of Investigation for level 2 screening, and the
1951 fingerprints shall be retained by the Department of Law

1952 Enforcement under subparagraph 2.

1953 2. Fingerprints submitted to the Department of Law
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1954 Enforcement as required by this paragraph must be retained by
1955 the Department of Law Enforcement in a manner approved by rule
1956 |and entered in the statewide automated biometric identification
1957 system authorized by s. 943.05(2) (b). The fingerprints must

1958 thereafter be available for all purposes and uses authorized for
1959 |arrest fingerprints entered in the statewide automated biometric
1960 identification system pursuant to s. 943.051.

1961 3. The Department of Law Enforcement shall search all

1962 |arrest fingerprints received under s. 943.051 against the

1963 |fingerprints retained in the statewide automated biometric

1964 identification system under subparagraph 2. Any arrest record
1965 that is identified with an owner’s or operator’s fingerprints
1966 |must be reported to the owner or operator, who must report to
1967 the Department of Education. Any costs associated with the

1968 search shall be borne by the owner or operator.

1969 4. An owner or operator who fails the level 2 background
1970 screening is not eligible to participate in a scholarship

1971 |program under this chapter.

1972 5. In addition to the offenses listed in s. 435.04, a

1973 |person required to undergo background screening pursuant to this
1974 |part or authorizing statutes may not have an arrest awaiting
1975 final disposition for, must not have been found guilty of, or
1976 |entered a plea of nolo contendere to, regardless of

1977 adjudication, and must not have been adjudicated delinquent for,
1978 and the record must not have been sealed or expunged for, any of
1979 the following offenses or any similar offense of another

1980 Jjurisdiction:

1981 a. Any authorizing statutes, if the offense was a felony.

1982 b. This chapter, if the offense was a felony.
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Section 409.920, relating to Medicaid provider fraud.
Section 409.9201, relating to Medicaid fraud.

Section 741.28, relating to domestic violence.

H O QO Q

Section 817.034, relating to fraudulent acts through
mail, wire, radio, electromagnetic, photoelectronic, or
photooptical systems.

g. Section 817.234, relating to false and fraudulent
insurance claims.

h. Section 817.505, relating to patient brokering.

i. Section 817.568, relating to criminal use of personal
identification information.

J. Section 817.60, relating to obtaining a credit card
through fraudulent means.

k. Section 817.61, relating to fraudulent use of credit
cards, if the offense was a felony.

1. Section 831.01, relating to forgery.

m. Section 831.02, relating to uttering forged instruments.

n. Section 831.07, relating to forging bank bills, checks,
drafts, or promissory notes.

0. Section 831.09, relating to uttering forged bank bills,
checks, drafts, or promissory notes.

p. Section 831.30, relating to fraud in obtaining medicinal
drugs.

g. Section 831.31, relating to the sale, manufacture,
delivery, or possession with the intent to sell, manufacture, or
deliver any counterfeit controlled substance, if the offense was
a felony.

6. At least 30 calendar days before a transfer of ownership

of a private school, the owner or operator shall notify the
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parent of each scholarship student.

7. The owner or operator of a private school that has been
deemed ineligible to participate in a scholarship program
pursuant to this chapter may not transfer ownership or
management authority of the school to a relative in order to
participate in a scholarship program as the same school or a new
school. For purposes of this subparagraph, the term “relative”
means father, mother, son, daughter, grandfather, grandmother,
brother, sister, uncle, aunt, cousin, nephew, niece, husband,
wife, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law,
brother-in-law, sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson,
stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half-brother, or half-
sister.

(qg) Provide a report from an independent certified public
accountant who performs the agreed-upon procedures developed

pursuant to s. 1002.395(6) (q) s+—3+0682-395+46)+e) 1if the private

school receives more than $250,000 in funds from scholarships
awarded under this chapter in a state fiscal year. A private
school subject to this subsection must annually submit the
report by September 15 to the scholarship-funding organization
that awarded the majority of the school’s scholarship funds.
However, a school that receives more than $250,000 in
scholarship funds only through the John M. McKay Scholarship for
Students with Disabilities Program pursuant to s. 1002.39 must
submit the annual report by September 15 to the department. The
agreed-upon procedures must be conducted in accordance with
attestation standards established by the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants.

(r) Prohibit education support employees, instructional
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personnel, and school administrators from employment in any
position that requires direct contact with students if the
personnel or administrators are ineligible for such employment
pursuant to this section or s. 1012.315, or have been terminated
or have resigned in lieu of termination for sexual misconduct
with a student. If the prohibited conduct occurs subsequent to
employment, the private school must report the person and the
disqualifying circumstances to the department for inclusion on
the disqualification list maintained pursuant to s.
1001.10(4) (b) .

The department shall suspend the payment of funds to a private
school that knowingly fails to comply with this subsection, and
shall prohibit the school from enrolling new scholarship
students, for 1 fiscal year and until the school complies. If a
private school fails to meet the requirements of this subsection
or has consecutive years of material exceptions listed in the
report required under paragraph (g), the commissioner may
determine that the private school is ineligible to participate
in a scholarship program.

(3) COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION AUTHORITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—
The Commissioner of Education:

(c) May permanently deny or revoke the authority of an

owner, an officer, or a director er—eperater to establish or

operate a private school in this ke state and include such

individual on the disqualification list maintained by the

department pursuant to s. 1001.10(4) (b) if the commissioner

decides that the owner, officer, or director: er—eperater

1. Is operating or has operated an educational institution
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in this ke state or another state or jurisdiction in a manner

contrary to the health, safety, or welfare of the public; or

2. Has operated an educational institution that closed

during the school year. An individual may be removed from the

disqualification list if the individual reimburses the

department or eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization the amount of scholarship funds received by the

educational institution during the school year in which it
closedy—anrd—shatlinetudesveh individuals—-en—the
¥ 1ied . 1 . . . ] i

5+—300430-H4 )b}
Section 9. Section 1002.44, Florida Statutes, is created to

read:

1002.44 Part-time public school enrollment.—

(1) Any public school in this state, including a charter

school, may enroll a student who meets the regular school

attendance criteria in s. 1003.01(13) (b)-(f) on a part-time

basis, subject to space and availability according to the

school’s capacity determined pursuant to s. 1002.31(2) (b).

(2) A student attending a public school on a part-time

basis pursuant to this section shall generate full-time

equivalent student membership as described in s. 1011.61 (1) (b).

A student receiving a scholarship under this chapter who attends

a public school on a part-time basis through contracted services

provided by the public school or school district may not be

reported for funding.

(3) A student attending a public school on a part-time

basis pursuant to this section is not considered to be in

regular attendance at a public school as defined in s.
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1003.01(13) (a).

Section 10. Paragraphs (d) and (e) of subsection (13) and

subsection (14) of section 1003.01, Florida Statutes, are
amended, and paragraph (f) is added to subsection (13) of that
section, to read:

1003.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:

(13) “Regular school attendance” means the actual
attendance of a student during the school day as defined by law
and rules of the State Board of Education. Regular attendance
within the intent of s. 1003.21 may be achieved by attendance
in:

(d) A home education program that meets the requirements of
chapter 1002; e¥

(e) A private tutoring program that meets the requirements
of chapter 1002; or=

(f) A personalized education program that meets the

requirements of s. 1002.395.

(14) “Core-curricula courses” means:

(a) Courses in language arts/reading, mathematics, social
studies, and science in prekindergarten through grade 3,
excluding extracurricular courses pursuant to subsection (15);

(b) Courses in grades 4 through 8 in subjects that are
measured by state assessment at any grade level and courses
required for middle school promotion, excluding extracurricular
courses pursuant to subsection (15);

(c) Courses in grades 9 through 12 in subjects that are
measured by state assessment at any grade level and courses that
are specifically identified by name in statute as required for

high school graduation and that are not measured by state

Page 74 of 99
3/15/2023 3:21:07 PM 576-02590-23




2128
2129
2130
2131
2132
2133
2134
2135
2136
2137
2138
2139
2140
2141
2142
2143
2144
2145
2146
2147
2148
2149
2150
2151
2152
2153
2154
2155
2156

Florida Senate - 2023 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 202

| INTIHIRIDY =<2

assessment, excluding extracurricular courses pursuant to
subsection (15);
(d) Exceptional student education courses; and

(e) English for Speakers of Other Languages courses.

The term is limited in meaning and used for the sole purpose of
designating classes that are subject to the maximum class size
requirements established in s. 1, Art. IX of the State
Constitution. This term does not include courses offered under
ss. 1002.321(3) (e), 1002.33(7) 2.b., 1002.37, 1002.45, and
1003.499 s5+—31662-32 56237
0245 —and—310063-499.

Section 11. No later than November 1, 2023, the State Board

O

H-

(4
T

~
A~

’

of Education shall develop and recommend to the Governor and

Legislature for adoption during the 2024 legislative session

repeals and revisions to the Florida Early Learning-20 Education

Code, chapters 1000-1013, Florida Statutes, to reduce regulation

of public schools. The state board shall review the entirety of

the Florida Early Learning-20 Education Code for potential

repeals and revisions. The state board must make recommendations

addressing repeals and revisions to the statutes governing the

transportation of students. The state board shall consider input

from teachers, superintendents, administrators, school boards,

public and private postsecondary institutions, home educators,

and other entities identified by the state board.
Section 12. Subsection (10) is added to section 1001.10,

Florida Statutes, to read:
1001.10 Commissioner of Education; general powers and

duties.—
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2157 (10) Due to the range of school choice options and the

2158 variety of ways students learn, the commissioner shall develop

2159 an online portal that enables parents to choose the best

2160 educational options for their student. The portal, at a minimum,

21061 must:

2162 (a) Recommend educational options based on questions about

2163 the student, including the needs and interests of the student.

2164 (b) Advise parents on the recommended educational options

2165 for their student.

2166 (c) Enable schools to develop a school profile and connect

2167 |directly with families who express interest in the school.

2168 (d) Allow parents to complete the school enrollment

2169 |process.

2170 Section 13. Paragraph (c) of subsection (22) of section
2171 1002.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

2172 1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public
2173 school students must receive accurate and timely information
2174 regarding their child’s academic progress and must be informed
2175 |of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12
2176 students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory
2177 rights including, but not limited to, the following:

2178 (22) TRANSPORTATION.—

2179 (c) Parental consent.—Each parent of a public school

2180 student must be notified in writing and give written consent

2181 before the student may be transported in a privately owned motor

2182 vehicle to a school function—in—aeccordance—with the provisions
2183 of—s+—3196
2184 Section 14. Subsection (2) of section 1003.25, Florida

D

6 292 (D) (1)
o= =T o7 .

2185 Statutes, is amended to read:
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1003.25 Procedures for maintenance and transfer of student
records.—

(2) The procedure for transferring and maintaining records
of students who transfer from school to school shall be
prescribed by rules of the State Board of Education. The
transfer of records shall occur within 5 3 school days. The
records shall include:

(a) Verified reports of serious or recurrent behavior
patterns, including threat assessment evaluations and
intervention services.

(b) Psychological evaluations, including therapeutic
treatment plans and therapy or progress notes created or
maintained by school district or charter school staff, as
appropriate.

Section 15. Florida

Subsection (4) of section 1003.4282,

Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.4282 Requirements for a standard high school diploma.—
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meets the requirements. The department may inspect or have
inspected any school bus to determine whether the bus meets
requirements of law and rules of the State Board of Education.
The department may, after due notice to a district school board
that any school bus does not meet certain requirements of law
and rules of the State Board of Education, rule that the bus
must be withdrawn from use as a school bus, this ruling to be
effective immediately or upon a date specified in the ruling,
whereupon the district school board shall withdraw the school
bus from use as a school bus until it meets requirements of law
and rules of the State Board of Education and until the
department has officially revoked the pertinent ruling.
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, general
purpose urban transit systems are declared qualified to
transport students to and from school.

(12)43+3) The State Board of Education may adopt rules to

implement this section as are necessary to protect er—desirable

KR E
[ S T L 1T C

erest—ef student health and safety.

Section 18. Subsection (4) of section 1006.25, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1006.25 School buses.—School buses shall be defined and
meet specifications as follows:

(4) OCCUPANT PROTECTION SYSTEMS.—Students may be
transported only in designated seating positions, except as

provided in s. 1006.22(11) s+—3686-22+2), and must use the

occupant crash protection system provided by the manufacturer,
which system must comply with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. part
571 or with specifications of the State Board of Education.

Section 19. Subsection (1) of section 1006.27, Florida
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Statutes, is amended to read:

1006.27 Pooling of school buses and other vehicles and

related purchases by district school boards; transportation
services contracts.—
(1) The department shall assist district school boards in

securing school buses and other vehicles for transporting

students, contractual needs, equipment, and supplies at as
reasonable prices as possible by providing a plan under which
district school boards may voluntarily pool their bids for such
purchases. The department shall prepare bid forms and
specifications, obtain quotations of prices and make such
information available to district school boards in order to
facilitate this service. District school boards from time to
time, as prescribed by State Board of Education rule, shall
furnish the department with information concerning the prices
paid for such items and the department shall furnish to district
school boards periodic information concerning the lowest prices

at which school buses and other vehicles, equipment, and related

supplies are available based upon comparable specifications.

Section 20. Paragraph (k) is added to subsection (2) of
section 1011.71, Florida Statutes, to read:

1011.71 District school tax.—

(2) In addition to the maximum millage levy as provided in
subsection (1), each school board may levy not more than 1.5
mills against the taxable value for school purposes for charter
schools pursuant to s. 1013.62(1) and (3) and for district
schools to fund:

(k) Payment of salaries and benefits for employees whose

job duties support activities funded by this subsection.
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Section 21. Effective upon this act becoming a law,
subsection (3), paragraphs (d), (g), and (h) of subsection (5),
paragraph (f) of subsection (6), and paragraphs (d) and (e) of
subsection (7) of section 1012.56, Florida Statutes, are
amended, and paragraph (i) is added to subsection (5) of that
section, to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirements.—

(3) MASTERY OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE.—Acceptable means of
demonstrating mastery of general knowledge are:

(a) Achievement of passing scores on the general knowledge
examination required by state board rule;

(b) Documentation of a valid professional standard teaching
certificate issued by another state;

(c) Documentation of a valid certificate issued by the
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards or a national
educator credentialing board approved by the State Board of
Education;

(d) Documentation of two semesters of successful, full-time
or part-time teaching in a Florida College System institution,
state university, or private college or university that awards
an associate or higher degree and is an accredited institution
or an institution of higher education identified by the
Department of Education as having a quality program;

(e) Achievement of passing scores, identified in state
board rule, on national or international examinations that test
comparable content and relevant standards in verbal, analytical
writing, and quantitative reasoning skills, including, but not
limited to, the verbal, analytical writing, and quantitative

reasoning portions of the Graduate Record Examination. Passing
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scores identified in state board rule must be at approximately
the same level of rigor as is required to pass the general
knowledge examinations; or

(f) Documentation of receipt of a master’s or higher degree
from an accredited postsecondary educational institution that
the Department of Education has identified as having a quality

program resulting in a baccalaureate degree or higher.

A school district that employs an individual who does not
achieve passing scores on any subtest of the general knowledge
examination must provide information regarding the availability
of state-level and district-level supports and instruction to
assist him or her in achieving a passing score. Such information
must include, but need not be limited to, state-level test
information guides, school district test preparation resources,
and preparation courses offered by state universities and

Florida College System institutions. The requirement of mastery

of general knowledge must be waived for an individual who has

been provided 3 years of supports and instruction and who has

been rated effective or highly effective under s. 1012.34 for

each of the last 3 years.

(5) MASTERY OF SUBJECT AREA KNOWLEDGE.—Acceptable means of

demonstrating mastery of subject area knowledge are:

(d) For a subject requiring a master’s or higher degree,
completion of the subject area specialization requirements
specified in state board rule and achievement of a passing score
on the Florida-developed subject area examination or a

standardized examination that is directly related to the subject

specified in state board rule;
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(g) Documentation of successful completion of a United
States Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center
program; e

(h) Documentation of a passing score on the Defense

Language Proficiency Test (DLPT); or

(i) For a subject requiring only a baccalaureate degree for

which a Florida subject area examination has been developed,

documentation of receipt of a master’s or higher degree from an

accredited postsecondary educational institution that the

Department of Education has identified as having a quality

program resulting in a baccalaureate degree or higher in the

certificate subject area as identified by state board rule.

School districts are encouraged to provide mechanisms for middle
grades teachers holding only a K-6 teaching certificate to
obtain a subject area coverage for middle grades through
postsecondary coursework or district add-on certification.

(6) MASTERY OF PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION AND EDUCATION
COMPETENCE .—Acceptable means of demonstrating mastery of
professional preparation and education competence are:

(f) Successful completion of professional preparation
courses as specified in state board rule, successful completion
of a professional preparation and education competence program

pursuant to paragraph (8) (b), and documentation of 3 years of

being rated effective or highly effective under s. 1012.34 while
holding a temporary certificate aehievement—of o passing——secore
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2505 The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to implement this
2506 subsection by December 31, 2014, including rules to approve
2507 specific teacher preparation programs that are not identified in
2508 |this subsection which may be used to meet requirements for

2509 |mastery of professional preparation and education competence.

2510 (7) TYPES AND TERMS OF CERTIFICATION.—
2511 (d) A person who is issued a temporary certificate under
2512 |paragraph (b) subparagraph )2+ must be assigned a teacher

2513 |mentor for a minimum of 2 school years after commencing

2514 employment. Each teacher mentor selected by the school district,
2515 charter school, or charter management organization must:

2516 1. Hold a valid professional certificate issued pursuant to
2517 this section;

2518 2. Have earned at least 3 years of teaching experience in
2519 |prekindergarten through grade 12; and

2520 3. Have earned an effective or highly effective rating on
2521 the prior year’s performance evaluation under s. 1012.34.

2522 (e)3= A temporary certificate issued under paragraph (b)

2523 | subparagraph—{br++ 1s valid for 5 3 school fiscal years and is
2524 nonrenewable.

2525 2—A—temporary—eertificate issuedunder subparagraph {2+
2526 is—valid—fer S5—schoolfiseal—years,—is—tim:
2527 issuance,—and is nearensewacte

2528

2529 | At least 1 year before an individual’s temporary certificate is

2530 set to expire, the department shall electronically notify the
2531 individual of the date on which his or her certificate will

2532 |expire and provide a list of each method by which the

2533 qualifications for a professional certificate can be completed.
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The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to allow the
department to extend the validity period of a temporary
certificate for 2 years when the requirements for the
professional certificate were not completed due to the serious
illness or injury of the applicant, the military service of an
applicant’s spouse, other extraordinary extenuating
circumstances, or if the certificateholder is rated highly
effective in the immediate prior year’s performance evaluation
pursuant to s. 1012.34 or has completed a 2-year mentorship
program pursuant to subsection (8). The department shall extend
the temporary certificate upon approval by the Commissioner of
Education. A written request for extension of the certificate
shall be submitted by the district school superintendent, the
governing authority of a university lab school, the governing
authority of a state-supported school, or the governing
authority of a private school.

Section 22. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (6) of
section 1013.604, Florida Statutes, to read:

1013.64 Funds for comprehensive educational plant needs;
construction cost maximums for school district capital
projects.—Allocations from the Public Education Capital Outlay
and Debt Service Trust Fund to the various boards for capital
outlay projects shall be determined as follows:

(6)

(e) Notwithstanding the requirements of this subsection, an

unfinished construction project for new construction of

educational plant space that was started on or before July 1,

2026, 1is exempt from the total cost per student station

requirements established in paragraph (b).
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Section 23. Subsection (3) of section 1002.321, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.321 Digital learning.—

ISR EE DA oA S NtEAra e~y o~ A Q " + 2011 2012 o~k 1 ENECSE |
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Section 24. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (2) of
section 1003.5716, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1003.5716 Transition to postsecondary education and career
opportunities.—All students with disabilities who are 3 years of
age to 21 years of age have the right to a free, appropriate
public education. As used in this section, the term “IEP” means
individual education plan.

(2) Beginning not later than the first IEP to be in effect
when the student enters high school, attains the age of 14, or
when determined appropriate by the parent and the IEP team,
whichever occurs first, the IEP must include the following
statements that must be updated annually:

(a) A statement of intent to pursue a standard high school
diploma and a Scholar or Merit designation, pursuant to s.
1003.4285, as determined by the parent.

1. The statement must document discussion of the process
for a student with a disability who meets the requirements for a
standard high school diploma to defer the receipt of such
diploma pursuant to s. 1003.4282(8) (c) s+—3663-4282(% 4.

2. For the IEP in effect at the beginning of the school

year the student is expected to graduate, the statement must

include a signed statement by the parent, the guardian, or the
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student, if the student has reached the age of majority and
rights have transferred to the student, that he or she
understands the process for deferment and identifying if the
student will defer the receipt of his or her standard high
school diploma.

(b) A statement of intent to receive a standard high school
diploma before the student attains the age of 22 and a
description of how the student will fully meet the requirements
in s. 1003.4282, including, but not limited to, a portfolio
pursuant to s. 1003.4282(8) (b) s+—30803-4282(% (b} which meets

the criteria specified in State Board of Education rule. The IEP

must also specify the outcomes and additional benefits expected
by the parent and the IEP team at the time of the student’s
graduation.

Section 25. Subsection (2) of section 1003.499, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.499 Florida Approved Courses and Tests (FACT)
Initiative.—

(2) FLORIDA APPROVED COURSES.—The Department of Education
shall annually publish online a list of providers approved to

offer Florida approved courses which shall be listed in the

online catalog pursuant to s. 1002.321(5) s—3+662-323+6).

(a) As used in this section, the term “Florida approved
courses” means online courses provided by individuals which
include, but are not limited to, massive open online courses or
remedial education associated with the courses that are measured
pursuant to s. 1008.22. Massive open online courses may be
authorized in the following subject areas: Algebra I, biology,

geometry, and civics. Courses may be applied toward requirements
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for promotion or graduation in whole, in subparts, or in a
combination of whole and subparts. A student may not be required
to repeat subparts that are satisfactorily completed.

(b) A Florida approved course must be annually identified,
approved, published, and shared for consideration by interested
students and school districts. The Commissioner of Education
shall approve each Florida approved course for application in K-
12 public schools in accordance with rules of the State Board of
Education.

Section 26. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
1003.27, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.27 Court procedure and penalties.—The court procedure
and penalties for the enforcement of the provisions of this
part, relating to compulsory school attendance, shall be as
follows:

(2) NONENROLLMENT AND NONATTENDANCE CASES.—

(c) Each designee of the governing body of each private
school and each parent whose child is enrolled in a home

education program or personalized education program may provide

the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles with the
legal name, sex, date of birth, and social security number of
each minor student under his or her jurisdiction who fails to
satisfy relevant attendance requirements and who fails to
otherwise satisfy the requirements of s. 322.091. The Department
of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles may not issue a driver
license or learner’s driver license to, and shall suspend any
previously issued driver license or learner’s driver license of,
any such minor student pursuant to s. 322.091.

Section 27. Paragraph (k) of subsection (4) of section
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1003.485, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.485 The New Worlds Reading Initiative.—

(4) ADMINISTRATOR RESPONSIBILITIES.—The administrator
shall:

(k) Expend eligible contributions received only for the
purchase and delivery of books and to implement the requirements
of this section, as well as for administrative expenses not to
exceed 2 percent of total eligible contributions.

Notwithstanding s. 1002.395(6) (1)2. s+—3002-39546+{52~-, the

administrator may carry forward up to 25 percent of eligible
contributions made before January 1 of each state fiscal year
and 100 percent of eligible contributions made on or after
January 1 of each state fiscal year to the following state
fiscal year for purposes authorized by this subsection. Any
eligible contributions in excess of the allowable carry forward
not used to provide additional books throughout the year to
eligible students shall revert to the state treasury.

Section 28. Subsections (3) and (5) of section 1009.30,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.30 Dual Enrollment Scholarship Program.-—

(3) (a) The program shall reimburse eligible postsecondary
institutions for tuition and related instructional materials
costs for dual enrollment courses taken during the fall or
spring terms by eligible students, consisting of:

1. Private school students who take dual enrollment courses
pursuant to s. 1007.271(24) (b); e¥

2. Home education program secondary students; or

3. Personalized education program secondary students.

(b) Beginning—in—the 2022 —summer—term; The program shall
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reimburse institutions for tuition and related instructional
materials costs for dual enrollment courses taken by public
school, private school, e home education program secondary

students, or personalized education program secondary students

during the summer term.
(5) Each participating institution must report to the

department any edtigibte secondary students eligible pursuant to

subsection (3) fremprivate sechools—or homeeduecation programs
who were enrolled during the fall or spring terms within 30 days
after the end of regular registration. Each participating

institution must report to the department any secondary students

eligible pursuant to subsection (3) publie—sechool;—private

o 1 »r hom n m
o CTTIOO O T1T1omcC—= T

rreoad S
O T T CTITOUIT

during the summer term within 30 days after the end of regular
registration. For each dual enrollment course in which the
student is enrolled, the report must include a unique student
identifier, the postsecondary institution name, the
postsecondary course number, and the postsecondary course name.
The department shall reimburse each participating institution no
later than 30 days after the institution has reported enrollment
for that term.

Section 29. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
act and except for this section, which shall take effect upon
this act becoming a law, this act shall take effect July 1,
2023.

And the title is amended as follows:

Delete everything before the enacting clause
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A bill to be entitled

and insert:

An act relating to education; amending ss. 11.45,
212.099, and 327.371, F.S.; conforming cross-
references; amending s. 1002.01, F.S.; defining the
term “personalized education program”; amending s.
1002.394, F.S.; providing and revising definitions;
revising student eligibility and ineligibility
requirements for the Family Empowerment Scholarship
Program; revising the approved uses of scholarship
funds; providing that certain scholarships remain in
force until certain criteria are met; requiring the
closure of a scholarship account and the reversion of
funds to the state under certain circumstances;
authorizing reimbursements for certain expenditures
until certain criteria are met; revising obligations
of school districts, the Department of Education,
private schools, and eligible nonprofit scholarship-
funding organizations; revising responsibilities of
parents; requiring scholarship funds to be deposited
by funds transfers rather than through warrant
endorsement; requiring certain criteria to be met
before the funding of certain scholarships; revising
provisions for the calculation of an award amount for
certain students; prohibiting the transfer of funds to
an eligible student’s account under certain
conditions; deleting obsolete language; conforming
provisions and cross-references to changes made by the

act; amending s. 1002.395, F.S.; providing and
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2737 revising definitions; revising student eligibility and
2738 ineligibility requirements for the Florida Tax Credit
2739 Scholarship Program; revising obligations of eligible
2740 nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations and the
2741 department; establishing certain limitations on the
2742 number of scholarships funded through the program;
2743 revising the approved uses of scholarship funds;

2744 revising requirements for the use of certain

2745 contributions for administrative expenses; revising
2746 the amount of funds that must be awarded through

2747 scholarships; requiring the development of specified
2748 guidelines; authorizing organizations to require the
2749 use of an online platform for specified purchases so
2750 long as such use does not limit specified choices;
2751 requiring an organization to provide reimbursement in
2752 specified circumstances; requiring organizations to
2753 submit specified quarterly reports; revising

2754 responsibilities of parents; requiring scholarship
2755 funds to be deposited by funds transfers rather than
2756 through warrant endorsement; requiring the department
2757 to annually publish a list of specified tests;

2758 revising the requirements of a specified annual

2759 report; requiring the department to notify school

2760 districts of specified estimates; prohibiting the

2761 transfer of funds to an eligible student’s account
2762 under certain conditions; providing that certain

2763 scholarships remain in force until certain criteria
2764 are met; authorizing reimbursements for certain

2765 expenditures until certain criteria are met; requiring
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2766 the closure of a scholarship account and the reversion
2767 of funds to the state under certain circumstances;
2768 requiring the Office of Independent Education and

2769 Parental Choice to provide a specified number of

2770 application periods for specified purposes; deleting
2771 obsolete language; conforming provisions and cross-
2772 references to changes made by the act; amending s.
2773 1002.40, F.S.; conforming cross-references; amending
2774 s. 1002.421, F.S.; revising the eligibility criteria
2775 and obligations of private schools participating in
2776 certain educational scholarship programs; revising the
2777 criteria for the Commissioner of Education to

2778 permanently deny or revoke the authority of certain
2779 individuals to establish or operate a private school
2780 in this state; authorizing the commissioner to include
2781 specified individuals on a specified disqualification
2782 list; authorizing that such individuals be removed
2783 from such list if they provide specified

2784 reimbursements; making technical changes; conforming
2785 cross-references; creating s. 1002.44, F.S.;

2786 authorizing public schools, including charter schools,
2787 to enroll certain students on a part-time basis;

2788 providing funding for such students; prohibiting

2789 certain students from being reported for funding;

2790 providing that such students are not considered to be
2791 in regular attendance at such schools; amending s.
2792 1003.01, F.S.; conforming provisions and cross-

2793 references to changes made by the act; requiring the
2794 State Board of Education to develop and recommend to
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2795 the Governor and the Legislature for adoption during
2796 the 2024 legislative session repeals and revisions to
2797 the Florida Early Learning-20 Education Code by a

2798 specified date; providing requirements for the state
2799 board relating to such recommendations; amending s.
2800 1001.10, F.S.; requiring the Commissioner of Education
2801 to develop an online portal for specified purpose;
2802 providing requirements for such portal; amending s.
2803 1002.20, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; amending
2804 s. 1003.25, F.S.; revising the timeframe in which

2805 student records must be transferred; amending s.

2806 1003.4282, F.S.; deleting the online course

2807 requirement for a standard high school diploma;

2808 amending s. 1006.21, F.S.; authorizing a district

2809 school board to use other vehicles to transport

2810 students; amending s. 1006.22, F.S.; deleting a

2811 requirement that district school boards use school
2812 buses for all regular transportation; deleting

2813 provisions relating to circumstances in which students
2814 may be transported in privately owned motor vehicles;
2815 conforming a provision to changes made by the act;
2816 amending s. 1006.25, F.S.; conforming a cross-

2817 reference; amending s. 1006.27, F.S.; conforming

2818 provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
2819 1011.71, F.S.; authorizing that a specified district
2820 school board levy be used to pay salaries and benefits
2821 for specified employees; amending s. 1012.56, F.S.;
2822 exempting specified individuals from certain mastery
2823 of general knowledge requirements; revising the
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2824 acceptable means of demonstrating mastery of subject
2825 area knowledge and mastery of professional preparation
2826 and education competence, respectively; revising
2827 requirements for the department to issue temporary
2828 certificates; revising the validity period for certain
2829 temporary certificates; amending s. 1013.64, F.S.;
2830 providing that certain construction projects are
2831 exempt from the total cost per student station
2832 requirements; amending ss. 1002.321, 1003.571¢,
2833 1003.499, 1003.27, 1003.485, and 1009.30, F.S.;
2834 conforming cross-references and provisions to changes
2835 made by the act; providing effective dates.
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By the Appropriations Committee on Education; and Senators
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602-02378-23 2023202cl

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to K-12 education; amending s.
212.099, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; amending
s. 1002.394, F.S.; defining terms; revising student
eligibility and ineligibility requirements for the
Family Empowerment Scholarship Program; revising the
authorized uses of scholarship funds; authorizing a
student participating in the program to be enrolled in
a home education program; providing that certain
scholarships remain in force until certain criteria
are met; requiring the closing of a scholarship
account and the reversion of funds to the state under
certain circumstances; authorizing reimbursements for
certain expenditures until certain criteria are met;
requiring the Department of Education to notify school
districts of specified information; requiring
scholarship funds to be deposited by fund transfers,
rather than through the endorsements of warrants;
providing requirements for parents of students
enrolled in a home education program under the
program; revising obligations of eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations; revising and
establishing certain limitations on the number of
scholarships funded by the program; revising
provisions for the calculation of an award amount for
certain students; prohibiting the transfer of funds to
an eligible student’s account under certain
conditions; providing obligations of choice navigators

beginning on a specified date; conforming provisions
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and cross-references to changes made by the act;
amending s. 1002.395, F.S.; defining the term “choice
navigator”; revising student eligibility and
ineligibility requirements for the Florida Tax Credit
Scholarship Program; revising obligations of eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations; revising
and establishing certain limitations on the number of
scholarships funded by the program; revising the
approved uses of scholarship funds; deleting obsolete
language; revising the amount of funds that must be
expended through scholarships; providing requirements
for parents of students participating in the program;
requiring scholarship funds to be deposited by funds
transfers, rather than through the endorsement of
warrants; requiring choice navigators to report
specified student scores to a certain state
university; revising the requirements of a specified
annual report; prohibiting the transfer of funds to an
eligible student’s account under certain conditions;
providing that scholarships awarded through the
program remain in force until certain criteria are
met; authorizing reimbursements for certain
expenditures until certain criteria are met; requiring
the closing of a scholarship account and the reversion
of funds to the state under certain circumstances;
providing obligations of choice navigators beginning
on a specified date; conforming provisions and cross-

references to changes made by the act; amending s.

1002.40, F.S.; conforming cross-references; amending
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s. 1002.421, F.S.; revising the Commissioner of
Education’s authority and obligations relating to the
state school choice scholarship program; creating s.
1002.44, F.S.; authorizing public schools, including
charter schools, to enroll certain students on a part-
time basis; providing that such students generate
full-time equivalent student membership; providing
funding for such students; providing that such
students are not considered to be in regular
attendance at such schools; amending s. 1003.4282,
F.S.; deleting the online course requirement for a
standard high school diploma; requiring the State
Board of Education to provide recommendations by a
specified date to the Governor and the Legislature for
repeals and revisions of the Florida Early Learning-20
Education Code to be considered in the 2024
legislative session; amending s. 1006.21, F.S.;
deleting a requirement for the superintendent to share
transportation recommendations with the State Board of
Education; deleting a requirement for transportation
provisions to comply with board rules; authorizing
vehicles other than buses to transport students;
deleting a requirement to transport students whose
homes are more than a reasonable walking distance, as
defined by board rules; amending s. 1006.22, F.S.;
conforming a provision to changes made by the act;
deleting a requirement for district school boards to
use school buses for all regular transportation;

deleting provisions relating to circumstances in which
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students may be transported in privately owned motor
vehicles; amending s. 1006.25, F.S.; deleting
requirements for school buses and certain leased
vehicles to comply with board rules; amending s.
1006.261, F.S.; deleting types of agreements a
district school board may enter into with certain
governing bodies relating to transportation; amending
s. 1006.27, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; amending s. 1011.62, F.S.; providing
requirements for how additional funding appropriated
for the Teacher Salary Increase Allocation may be
used; amending s. 1012.22, F.S.; authorizing district
school boards to use advanced degrees in setting
salary schedules for instructional personnel or school
administrators; deleting a requirement for the annual
increase of personnel salaries; amending s. 1012.56,
F.S.; revising the acceptable means of demonstrating
mastery of general knowledge; revising the acceptable
means of demonstrating mastery of subject area
knowledge; revising acceptable means of demonstrating
mastery of professional preparation and education
competence; revising requirements for the department
to issue temporary certificates; revising how long a
temporary certificate is valid; amending s. 1013.64,
F.S.; providing that certain construction projects are
exempt from the total cost per student station
requirements; amending ss. 1002.321, 1003.5716,
1002.20, 1003.01, and 1003.499, F.S.; conforming

cross-references and provisions to changes made by the
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act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of

the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section

212.099, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

212.099 Credit for contributions to eligible nonprofit

scholarship-funding organizations.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(c) “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization”

or “organization” has the same meaning as provided in s.

1002.395(2) &—31002-3954244£) .

Section 2. Present paragraphs

(b), (c), (d) and (e) through

(m) of subsection (2) of section 1002.394, Florida Statutes, are

redesignated as paragraphs (c), (d), (e), and (g) through (o),

respectively, present subsection (17) is redesignated as

subsection (18), new paragraphs (b)

and (f) are added to

subsection (2), paragraph (c) 1is added to subsection (8), and a

new subsection (17) is added to that section, and present

paragraphs (e) and (g) of subsection (2), paragraph (a) of

subsection (3), paragraph (a) of subsection (4), paragraph (a)

of subsection (5), paragraphs (d),

(e), and (f) of subsection

(6), paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (10), subsection (11),

and paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (12) are amended, to

read:

1002.394 The Family Empowerment Scholarship Program.—
(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(b) “Choice navigator” means an individual who assists

parents with the selection of, application for, and enrollment
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in educational options that address the academic needs of their

student.

(f) “Eligible contribution” means a monetary contribution

from a taxpayer, subject to the restrictions provided in s.

1002.395, to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization pursuant to ss. 212.099, 212.1832, 1002.395, and

1002.40. The taxpayer making the contribution may not designate

a specific child as the beneficiary of the contribution.

(g)+4e)> “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization” or “organization” has the same meaning as provided

1

in s. 1002.395(2)

fa¥a) QL (D) (£
g Zr =7 .

(i)+4e> “Eligible private school” has the same meaning as

provided in s. 1002.395(2) s+—3662-395(2)t(g).

(k) 45> “Inactive” means that no eligible expenditures have

been made from an account funded pursuant to paragraph (12) (b).
(3) SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY.—

(a)l. A parent of a student may request and receive from

the state a scholarship for the purposes specified in

paragraph(4) (a) if the student is a resident of this state and

is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12 in a

public school in this state=+
1 Th 1 + 1 = 4 43 2 + 2 14 a4
1I—Th adent—+ a—the—direet rtifiecation 13 parsuant
+ 1002 QE (D) (~) +h +134 + I 2N hold 1 il
1 - ¢ r—th aeer hrousehotd—inecome—3 +
& + 185 + £ +h fod ul il
dees—net a3 pereent—of the federal o rey—1 1;
o) m PR PR 1 1 = 2 +
Th adent—+ grrently placed;—or during—the previon
state—fiseat—year was placed, in fostereareor inout—of—heme
defi a3 Q9 N7 .
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2. Priority must be given to a student whose household
income level does not exceed 185 percent of the federal poverty
level or who is in foster care or out-of-home care.

(4) AUTHORIZED USES OF PROGRAM FUNDS.—

(a) Program funds awarded to a student determined eligible
pursuant to paragraph (3) (a) may be used for:

1. Tuition and fees at an eligible private school.;—ex

2. Transportation to a Florida public school in which a
student is enrolled and that is different from the school to
which the student was assigned or to a lab school as defined in
s. 1002.32.

3. Instructional materials, including digital materials and

Internet resources.

4. Curriculum as defined in subsection (2).

5. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time

enrollment in a home education program, an eligible private

school, an eligible postsecondary educational institution or a

program offered by the postsecondary educational institution, a
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private tutoring program authorized under s. 1002.43, a virtual

program offered by a department-approved private online provider

that meets the provider qualifications specified in s.

1002.45(2) (a), the Florida Virtual School as a private paying

student, or an approved online course offered pursuant to s.
1003.499 or s. 1004.0961.

6. Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced

achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry

certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary

education, or other assessments.

7. Contracted services provided by a public school or

school district, including classes. A student who receives

contracted services under this subparagraph is not considered

enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes as

specified in subsection (6).

8. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services

provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s

certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who holds an

adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a person

who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the subject

area in which instruction is given, a person who has

demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to s.
1012.56(5), or a person certified by a nationally or
internationally recognized research-based training program as
approved by the department. As used in this paragraph, the term
“part-time tutoring services” does not qualify as regular school
attendance as defined in s. 1003.01(13) (e) +f+the student—is
determined—eligible pursuant—t shparagraph—3art—ox
subparagraph—3){a)2.
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(5) TERM OF SCHOLARSHIP.—For purposes of continuity of
educational choice:
(a)l.
to paragraph

A scholarship awarded to an eligible student pursuant
(3) (a)

a. The organization determines that the student is not

shall remain in force until:

eligible for program renewal;

b. The Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes

program participation or use of funds;

c. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the
(10) ;

d. The student enrolls in a public school. However,

program for failure to comply with subsection

if a

student enters a Department of Juvenile Justice detention center

for a period of no more than 21 days, the student is not

considered to have returned to a public school on a full-time

basis for that purpose; or

e. The student graduates from high school or attains 21

years of age, whichever occurs first.

2.a. The student’s scholarship account must be closed and

any remaining funds shall revert to the state after:

(I) Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the

commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,

the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,

or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services

(4) (a); or

received pursuant to paragraph

(IT) Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has

been inactive.

b. Reimbursements for program expenditures may continue

until the account balance is expended or remaining funds have

reverted to the state student—returas—to—apubli hool;
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(6) SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for

a Family Empowerment Scholarship while he or she is:

(d) Not having regular and direct contact with his or her

private school teachers pursuant to s.

or she is eligible pursuantto paragraph {3r{br—and enrolled in

the private school’s transition-to-work program pursuant to

subsection (16)
1002.41;

1002.421(1) (i)+ unless he

or a home education program pursuant to s.

(e) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant to

s. 1002.43 unless he or she is enrolled in a home education

program pursuant to s.

to paragraph (3) (b); or

1002.41 or determined eligible pursuant

(f) Participating in virtual instruction pursuant to s.

1002.455 that receives state funding pursuant to the student’s

participation.

(8) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—

(c) The department shall notify each school district of the

official information relating to the number of full-time

equivalent students in the Family Empowerment Scholarship

Program which is developed pursuant to s.

216.136(4) (a) .

(10) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM
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PARTICIPATION.—
(a)1l. A parent who applies for program participation under
paragraph (3) (a) whose student will be enrolled full time +s
retsiag B v her parental cption to ola Bis or her child

in a private school and must:

a.+= Select the private school and apply for the admission
of his or her student.

b.2+ Request the scholarship by a date established by the
organization, in a manner that creates a written or electronic
record of the request and the date of receipt of the request.

c.3+ Inform the applicable school district when the parent
withdraws his or her student from a public school to attend an
eligible private school.

d.4~ Require his or her student participating in the
program to remain in attendance throughout the school year
unless excused by the school for illness or other good cause.

e.5+ Meet with the private school’s principal or the
principal’s designee to review the school’s academic programs
and policies, customized educational programs, code of student
conduct, and attendance policies before prier—te enrollment.

f.6+ Require that the student participating in the
scholarship program takes the norm-referenced assessment offered
by the private school. The parent may also choose to have the
student participate in the statewide assessments pursuant to
paragraph (7) (d). If the parent requests that the student
participating in the program take all statewide assessments
required pursuant to s. 1008.22, the parent is responsible for

transporting the student to the assessment site designated by

the school district.
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g.7= Approve each payment before the scholarship funds may

be deposited by funds transfer Restrietiveld aeor th

arrant;—dssuedinthe nam £ +the—parent pursuant to

subparagraph (12) (a)5. F2r+tar6——*teo—theprivateschool—for

a {4 o +£h
depostt—3n B

privat heootls—= wat- The parent may not
designate any entity or individual associated with the
participating private school as the parent’s attorney in fact to

approve a funds transfer. A participant who fails to comply with

this paragraph forfeits emrderse a scholarship warrant.

2. A parent who applies for program participation under

paragraph (3) (a) whose student will be enrolled in a home

education program with the school district in which the student

resides must:

a. Apply to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization to participate in the program by a date set by the

organization. The request must be communicated directly to the

organization in a manner that creates a written or electronic

record of the request and the date of receipt of the request.

b. Sign an agreement with the organization and annually

submit a sworn compliance statement to the organization to

satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility

to receive and spend program payments, by:

(I) Affirming that the parent has established and maintains

a home education program in accordance with s. 1002.41.

(IT) Affirming that the program funds are used only for

authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as

described in paragraph (4) (a), and that the parent will not

receive a payment, refund, or rebate of any funds provided under

this section.
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(ITI) Affirming that the parent is responsible for all

eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship and

for the education of his or her student.

c. Require the student to take a nationally norm-referenced

test identified by the department, or a statewide assessment

under s. 1008.22, and provide educational records and assessment

results to a choice navigator before the student’s program

renewal.

d. Meet with a choice navigator at least annually before

the student’s program renewal to:

(I) Discuss the academic needs and progress of the student

based on educational records submitted by the parent and annual

assessment results.

(IT) Select educational options based on the academic needs

of the student.

e. Affirm that the student remains in good standing with

the provider or school if those options are selected by the

parent.

f. Renew participation in the program each year. A student

whose participation in the program is not renewed may continue

to spend scholarship funds that are in his or her account from

prior years unless the account must be closed pursuant to

subparagraph (5) (a)2.

g. Procure the services necessary to educate the student.

When the student receives a scholarship, the district school

board is not obligated to provide the student with a free

appropriate public education.

(b) A parent who applies for program participation under

paragraph (3) (b) is exercising his or her parental option to
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determine the appropriate placement or the services that best
meet the needs of his or her child and must:

1. Apply to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization to participate in the program by a date set by the
organization. The request must be communicated directly to the
organization in a manner that creates a written or electronic
record of the request and the date of receipt of the request.

2. Sign an agreement with the organization and annually
submit a sworn compliance statement to the organization to
satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility
to receive and spend program payments by:

a. Affirming that the student is enrolled in a program that
meets regular school attendance requirements as provided in s.
1003.01(13) (b), (c), or (d).

b. Affirming that the program funds are used only for
authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as
described in paragraph (4) (b); that any prepaid college plan or
college savings plan funds contributed pursuant to subparagraph
(4) (b)6. will not be transferred to another beneficiary while
the plan contains funds contributed pursuant to this section;
and that they will not receive a payment, refund, or rebate of
any funds provided under this section.

c. Affirming that the parent is responsible for all
eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship and
for the education of his or her student by, as applicable:

(I) Requiring the student to take an assessment in
accordance with paragraph (9) (c);

(IT) Providing an annual evaluation in accordance with s.

1002.41(1) (f); or
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(ITI) Requiring the child to take any preassessments and
postassessments selected by the provider if the child is 4 years
of age and is enrolled in a program provided by an eligible
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program provider. A student
with disabilities for whom the physician or psychologist who
issued the diagnosis or the IEP team determines that a
preassessment and postassessment is not appropriate is exempt
from this requirement. A participating provider shall report a
student’s scores to the parent.

d. Affirming that the student remains in good standing with
the provider or school if those options are selected by the
parent.

e. Enrolling his or her child in a program from a Voluntary
Prekindergarten Education Program provider authorized under s.
1002.55, a school readiness provider authorized under s.
1002.88, or an eligible private school if either option is
selected by the parent.

f. Renewing participation in the program each year. A
student whose participation in the program is not renewed may
continue to spend scholarship funds that are in his or her
account from prior years unless the account must be closed
pursuant to subparagraph (5) (b)3. Notwithstanding any changes to
the student’s IEP, a student who was previously eligible for
participation in the program shall remain eligible to apply for
renewal. However, for a high-risk child to continue to
participate in the program in the school year after he or she
reaches 6 years of age, the child’s application for renewal of
program participation must contain documentation that the child
has a disability defined in paragraph (2) (e) +2)+4&)> other than
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g. Procuring the services necessary to educate the student.
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oeeugrred= When the student receives a scholarship, the district
school board is not obligated to provide the student with a free
appropriate public education. For purposes of s. 1003.57 and the
Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act, a participating
student has only those rights that apply to all other
unilaterally parentally placed students, except that, when
requested by the parent, school district personnel must develop
an IEP or matrix level of services.

(11) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING
ORGANIZATIONS.—

(a) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
awarding scholarships to eligible students pursuant to paragraph
(3) (a):

1. Must receive applications, determine student
eligibility, notify parents in accordance with the requirements
of this section, and provide the department with information on
the student to enable the department to determine student
funding in accordance with paragraph (12) (a).

2. Shall verify the household income level of students
purstant—to——subparagraph—3a)rt+ and submit the verified list
of students and related documentation to the department when

necessary.
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3. Shall award scholarships in priority order pursuant to
paragraph (3) (a) .

4. Shall establish and maintain separate empowerment

accounts for each eligible student. For each account, the

organization must maintain a record of accrued interest that is

retained in the student’s account and available only for

authorized program expenditures.

5. May permit eligible students to use program funds for

the purposes listed in paragraph (4) (a) by paying for the

authorized use directly, then submitting a reimbursement request

to the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization.

However, an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

may elect not to provide reimbursements and only allow direct

purchases using program funds.

6. May, from eligible contributions received pursuant to s.
1002.395(6) (3)1., use an amount not to exceed 2.5 percent of the
total amount of all scholarships funded under this section for
administrative expenses associated with performing functions
under this section. Such administrative expense amount is
considered within the 3 percent limit on the total amount an
organization may use to administer scholarships under this
chapter.

7.5+ Must, in a timely manner, submit any information
requested by the department relating to the scholarship under
this section.

8.6+~ Must notify the department about any violation of this

section by aparent—oraprivate—sechoot.

9. Must document each student’s eligibility for a fiscal

year before granting a scholarship for that fiscal year. A
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student is ineligible for a scholarship if the student’s account

has been inactive for 2 consecutive fiscal years.

10. Must notify each parent that participation in the

scholarship program does not guarantee enrollment.

(b) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
awarding scholarships to eligible students pursuant to paragraph
(3) (b) shall:

1. Receive applications, determine student eligibility, and
notify parents in accordance with the requirements of this
section. When an application is approved, the organization must
provide the department with information on the student to enable
the department to determine student funding in accordance with
paragraph (12) (b).

2. Establish a date by which a parent must confirm initial
or continuing participation in the program.

3. Review applications and award scholarships using the
following priorities:

a. For the 2021-2022 school year, a student who received a
Gardiner Scholarship in the 2020-2021 school year and meets the
eligibility requirements in paragraph (3) (b).

b. Renewing students from the previous school year.

c. Students retained on the previous school year’s wait
list.

d. An eligible student who meets the criteria for an

initial award pursuant to paragraph (3) (b).

An approved student who does not receive a scholarship must be
placed on the wait list in the order in which his or her

application is approved. A student who does not receive a
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scholarship within the fiscal year shall be retained on the wait
list for the subsequent fiscal year.

4. Establish and maintain separate accounts for each
eligible student. For each account, the organization must
maintain a record of accrued interest that is retained in the
student’s account and available only for authorized program
expenditures.

5. Verify qualifying educational expenditures pursuant to
the requirements of paragraph (4) (b).

6. Return any remaining program funds to the department
pursuant to paragraph (6) (b).

7. Notify the parent about the availability of, and the
requirements associated with requesting, an initial IEP or IEP
reevaluation every 3 years for each student participating in the
program.

8. Notify the department of any violation of this section.

9. Document each scholarship student’s eligibility for a
fiscal year before granting a scholarship for that fiscal year
pursuant to paragraph (3) (b). A student is ineligible for a
scholarship i1f the student’s account has been inactive for 2
consecutive fiscal years.

10. Use funds available from remaining tax credit revenue
under ss. 1002.395 and 1002.40 to fund eligible students who

meet the condition under sub-subparagraph (12) (b)1l.d.
(12) SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING AND PAYMENT.—

(a)l. Once all scholarships have been funded pursuant to s.

1002.395(6) (d)1., up to 10,000 scholarships for students who are

enrolled in a home education program may be funded for the 2023-

2024 school year. The number of scholarships funded for such
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students may increase by 20,000 in each subsequent school year.

This subparagraph is repealed July 1, 2027 determined—eligibl
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scholarship amount for a participating student determined
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eligible pursuant to paragraph (3) (a) shall be based upon the

grade level and school district in

1011.62(1) (e) .

which the student was

assigned as 100 percent of the funds per unweighted full-time
equivalent in the Florida Education Finance Program for a
student in the basic program established pursuant to s.
1011.62(1) (c)1., plus a per-full-time equivalent share of funds
for all categorical programs, except for the exceptional student

education guaranteed allocation established pursuant to s.

£ b b3 Hart
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4— A scholarship of $750 or an amount equal to the school
district expenditure per student riding a school bus, as
determined by the department, whichever is greater, may be

awarded to an eligible & student who is determined—eligibl

(3) (V2D

+
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the student with transportation to
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enrolled in a Florida public school that is different from the
school to which the student was assigned or in a lab school as

defined in s. 1002.32 if the school district does not provide

the school.

4.5+ The organization must provide the department with the
documentation necessary to verify the student’s participation.
Upon receiving the documentation, the department shall transfer,
from state funds only, the amount calculated pursuant to

subparagraph 2. to the organization for quarterly disbursement
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to parents of participating students each school year in which
the scholarship is in force. For a student exiting a Department
of Juvenile Justice commitment program who chooses to
participate in the scholarship program, the amount of the Family
Empowerment Scholarship calculated pursuant to subparagraph 2.
must be transferred from the school district in which the
student last attended a public school before commitment to the
Department of Juvenile Justice. When a student enters the
scholarship program, the organization must receive all
documentation required for the student’s participation,
including the private school’s and the student’s fee schedules,
at least 30 days before the first quarterly scholarship payment
is made for the student.

5.6+ The initial payment shall be made after the
organization’s verification of admission acceptance, and
subsequent payments shall be made upon verification of continued

enrollment and attendance at the private school. Payment must be

funds transfer or any other means of payment that the department

deems to be commercially viable or cost-effective. Ff—the

+

rganization

private—sehoot+ An organization shall ensure that the parent e

N +h PR deh PR e 1 4 8 +h +
hrom—th varrant—is—made—has—¥ trietived naorsed—th ar¥rant

to—th ' + hool £ d S IO N £ of +h

to—the—private—school—for deposit—into—the = unt—of—th

private—sechool—or—that—+theparent has approved a funds transfer
before any scholarship funds are deposited.

6. An organization may not transfer any funds to an account
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of a student determined eligible pursuant to paragraph (3) (a)

which has a balance in excess of $24,000.

(b)1. Scholarships for students determined eligible
pursuant to paragraph (3) (b) are established for up to 26,500
students annually beginning in the 2022-2023 school year.
Beginning in the 2023-2024 school year, the maximum number of
students participating in the scholarship program under this
section shall annually increase by 3.0 36 percent of the
state’s total exceptional student education full-time equivalent
student membership, not including gifted students. An eligible
student who meets any of the following requirements shall be
excluded from the maximum number of students if the student:

a. Received specialized instructional services under the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program pursuant to s.
1002.66 during the previous school year and the student has a
current IEP developed by the district school board in accordance
with rules of the State Board of Education;

b. Is a dependent child of a law enforcement officer or a
member of the United States Armed Forces, a foster child, or an
adopted child;

c. Spent the prior school year in attendance at a Florida
public school or the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind.
For purposes of this subparagraph, the term “prior school year
in attendance” means that the student was enrolled and reported
by:

(I) A school district for funding during either the
preceding October or February full-time equivalent student
membership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12, which

includes time spent in a Department of Juvenile Justice
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commitment program if funded under the Florida Education Finance
Program;

(IT) The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind during
the preceding October or February full-time equivalent student
membership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12;

(III) A school district for funding during the preceding
October or February full-time equivalent student membership
surveys, was at least 4 years of age when enrolled and reported,
and was eligible for services under s. 1003.21(1) (e); or

(IV) Received a John M. McKay Scholarship for Students with
Disabilities in the 2021-2022 school year.

d. Is funded from remaining tax credit revenue pursuant to

ss. 1002.395 and 1002.40 and would exceed the maximum number of

students established under this subsection.

2. For a student who has a Level I to Level III matrix of
services or a diagnosis by a physician or psychologist, the
calculated scholarship amount for a student participating in the
program must be based upon the grade level and school district
in which the student would have been enrolled as the total funds
per unweighted full-time equivalent in the Florida Education
Finance Program for a student in the basic exceptional student
education program pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (c)1l. and (e)l.c.,
plus a per full-time equivalent share of funds for all
categorical programs, as funded in the General Appropriations
Act, except that for the exceptional student education
guaranteed allocation, as provided in s. 1011.62(1) (e)l.c. and
2., the funds must be allocated based on the school district’s
average exceptional student education guaranteed allocation

funds per exceptional student education full-time equivalent
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697 student. 726| both the awarded funds and accrued interest.
698 3. For a student with a Level IV or Level V matrix of 727 9. The organization may develop a system for payment of
699 services, the calculated scholarship amount must be based upon 728| Dbenefits by funds transfer, including, but not limited to, debit
700 the school district to which the student would have been 729| cards, electronic payment cards, or any other means of payment
701| assigned as the total funds per full-time equivalent for the 730 which the department deems to be commercially viable or cost-
702| Level IV or Level V exceptional student education program 731| effective. A student’s scholarship award may not be reduced for
703| pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (c)2.a. or b., plus a per-full time 732| debit card or electronic payment fees. Commodities or services
704| equivalent share of funds for all categorical programs, as 733| related to the development of such a system must be procured by
705 funded in the General Appropriations Act. 734 competitive solicitation unless they are purchased from a state
706 4. For a student who received a Gardiner Scholarship 735 term contract pursuant to s. 287.056.
707| pursuant to s. 1002.385 in the 2020-2021 school year, the amount 736 10. An organization may not transfer any funds to an
708 shall be the greater of the amount calculated pursuant to 737 account of a student determined to be eligible pursuant to
709 subparagraph 2. or the amount the student received for the 2020- 738| paragraph (3) (b) which has a balance in excess of $50,000.
710 2021 school year. 739 11. Moneys received pursuant to this section do not
711 5. For a student who received a John M. McKay Scholarship 740| constitute taxable income to the qualified student or the parent
712 pursuant to s. 1002.39 in the 2020-2021 school year, the amount 741 of the qualified student.
713| shall be the greater of the amount calculated pursuant to 742 (17) OBLIGATIONS OF CHOICE NAVIGATOR.—Beginning January 1,
714 subparagraph 2. or the amount the student received for the 2020- 743| 2024, a choice navigator must:
715 2021 school year. 744 (a) Review educational records and assessment results to
716 6. The organization must provide the department with the 745| determine the academic needs of a student.
717| documentation necessary to verify the student’s participation. 746 (b) Identify educational options authorized under paragraph
718 7. Upon receiving the documentation, the department shall 747 (4) (a) to address the academic needs of a student.
719 release, from state funds only, the student’s scholarship funds 748 (c) Provide guidance to enable parents to choose the best
720 to the organization, to be deposited into the student’s account 749| educational options for their student.
721 in four equal amounts no later than September 1, November 1, 750 (d) Report the scores of all participating students to a
722 February 1, and April 1 of each school year in which the 751 state university as described in s. 1002.395(9) (f).
723| scholarship is in force. 752 Section 3. Present paragraphs (b) through (k) of subsection
724 8. Accrued interest in the student’s account is in addition 753 (2) of section 1002.395, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
725 to, and not part of, the awarded funds. Program funds include 754 paragraphs (c) through (1), respectively, a new paragraph (b) is
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added to that subsection, paragraphs (r), (s), and (t) are added
to subsection (6), paragraphs (e) through (h) are added to
subsection (11), subsection (16) is added to that section, and
paragraph (b) of subsection (3), subsection (4), paragraphs (b),
(d), (j), and (o) of subsection (6), subsection (7), paragraphs
(a), (b), and (f) of subsection (9), and paragraph (b) of
subsection (11) are amended, to read:

1002.395 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(b) “Choice navigator” means an individual who assists

parents with the selection of, application for, and enrollment

in educational options that address the academic needs of their

student.
(c) “Department” means the Department of Revenue.
) PROGRAM; INITIAL SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY.—
)1. A student is eligible for a Florida tax credit
scholarship under this section if the student is a resident of

this state and is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through

Hh

grade 12 in a public school in this state mee® F rrReE

2. Priority must be given to a student whose household

income level does not exceed 185 percent of the federal poverty
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level or who is in foster care or out-of-home care. A——student
1 1 4 o 11 hal hi B =i 13 b3 13+ =
ro—inittiatty = i & holarshipbasedoneligibility under
+ha h 1 il 11 + + o 1 + 31 1 iEN
chis paragraph remain tigibletopoarticipateuntil—h r—sh
gfadﬂa&es ffef }ii gki Se})eei oF aEEailis Ekie a@e ef 21 Yeafsl
1 £3 + A1 £ 4+ e iy i 14
hieh ¥ wrs—first—regardd £—th vden Beovusehotd
1 1 1 1 £ ESEEPS ] + + 2 - + 3 1 +
irneeme—+ + ithling—of astudent—whois participatingIn—+th

(4) SCHOLARSHIP
a scholarship while h

(a) Enrolled in

PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for
e or she is:

a public school, including, but not limited

to, the College-Prepa

ratory Boarding Academy, a developmental

research school autho

rized under s. 1002.32, or a charter school

authorized under this

chapter. For purposes of this paragraph, a

3- or 4-year-old chil

d who receives services funded through the

Florida Education Fin

ance Program is considered a student

enrolled in a public

school;

(b)42> Enrolled

providing educational

in a school operating for the purpose of

services to youth in a Department of

Juvenile Justice commitment program pregrams;
) R 3 1 hal iENE £ + 1 Bl £ 4
—F irg—a kotarshipfreom another eligible neonpreofit
1 ha £ =l 3 + 3 & +h o 3 s
Fotarship—funding organization under—tht o

(c) Receiving an

y other ar educational scholarship pursuant

to this chapter;
(d) Not having r

egular and direct contact with his or her

private school teache

rs pursuant to s. 1002.421(1) (i) unless he

or she is enrolled in

a home education program pursuant to s.

1002.41 Partieipating—in o home—education programas—defined—in
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(e) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant to

2023202cl

s. 1002.43 unless he or she is enrolled in a home education

program pursuant to s. 1002.41;

(f) Participating in & virtual instruction pursuant to s.

1002.455 heools rresponden hool;—or—distan learning

program that receives state funding pursuant to the student’s

participation uwat the participationis Iimited tonomer
than—Ew ¥ per heeod—year; or

(g) Enrolled in the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Blind.

(6) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING
ORGANIZATIONS.—An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization:

(b) Must comply with the following background check
requirements:

1. All owners and operators as defined in subparagraph
(2) (3)1. 429>rt= are, before employment or engagement to
provide services, subject to level 2 background screening as
provided under chapter 435. The fingerprints for the background
screening must be electronically submitted to the Department of
Law Enforcement and can be taken by an authorized law
enforcement agency or by an employee of the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization or a private company who is
trained to take fingerprints. However, the complete set of
fingerprints of an owner or operator may not be taken by the
owner or operator. The results of the state and national
criminal history check shall be provided to the Department of

Education for screening under chapter 435. The cost of the
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background screening may be borne by the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization or the owner or operator.

2. Every 5 years following employment or engagement to
provide services or association with an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization, each owner or operator must
meet level 2 screening standards as described in s. 435.04, at
which time the nonprofit scholarship-funding organization shall
request the Department of Law Enforcement to forward the
fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for level 2
screening. If the fingerprints of an owner or operator are not
retained by the Department of Law Enforcement under subparagraph
3., the owner or operator must electronically file a complete
set of fingerprints with the Department of Law Enforcement. Upon
submission of fingerprints for this purpose, the eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization shall request that
the Department of Law Enforcement forward the fingerprints to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for level 2 screening, and
the fingerprints shall be retained by the Department of Law
Enforcement under subparagraph 3.

3. Fingerprints submitted to the Department of Law
Enforcement as required by this paragraph must be retained by
the Department of Law Enforcement in a manner approved by rule
and entered in the statewide automated biometric identification
system authorized by s. 943.05(2) (b). The fingerprints must
thereafter be available for all purposes and uses authorized for
arrest fingerprints entered in the statewide automated biometric
identification system pursuant to s. 943.051.

4. The Department of Law Enforcement shall search all

arrest fingerprints received under s. 943.051 against the
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fingerprints retained in the statewide automated biometric
identification system under subparagraph 3. Any arrest record
that is identified with an owner’s or operator’s fingerprints
must be reported to the Department of Education. The Department
of Education shall participate in this search process by paying
an annual fee to the Department of Law Enforcement and by
informing the Department of Law Enforcement of any change in the
employment, engagement, or association status of the owners or
operators whose fingerprints are retained under subparagraph 3.
The Department of Law Enforcement shall adopt a rule setting the
amount of the annual fee to be imposed upon the Department of
Education for performing these services and establishing the
procedures for the retention of owner and operator fingerprints
and the dissemination of search results. The fee may be borne by
the owner or operator of the nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization.

5. A nonprofit scholarship-funding organization whose owner
or operator fails the level 2 background screening is not
eligible to provide scholarships under this section.

6. A nonprofit scholarship-funding organization whose owner
or operator in the last 7 years has filed for personal
bankruptcy or corporate bankruptcy in a corporation of which he
or she owned more than 20 percent is shadd not ke eligible to
provide scholarships under this section.

7. In addition to the offenses listed in s. 435.04, a
person required to undergo background screening pursuant to this
part or authorizing statutes must not have an arrest awaiting
final disposition for, must not have been found guilty of, or

entered a plea of nolo contendere to, regardless of
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adjudication, and must not have been adjudicated delinquent, and
the record must not have been sealed or expunged for, any of the
following offenses or any similar offense of another
jurisdiction:

a. Any authorizing statutes, if the offense was a felony.

b. This chapter, if the offense was a felony.

c. Section 409.920, relating to Medicaid provider fraud.
d. Section 409.9201, relating to Medicaid fraud.

e. Section 741.28, relating to domestic violence.

f. Section 817.034, relating to fraudulent acts through

mail, wire, radio, electromagnetic, photoelectronic, or
photooptical systems.

g. Section 817.234, relating to false and fraudulent
insurance claims.

h. Section 817.505, relating to patient brokering.

i. Section 817.568, relating to criminal use of personal
identification information.

j. Section 817.60, relating to obtaining a credit card
through fraudulent means.

k. Section 817.61, relating to fraudulent use of credit
cards, if the offense was a felony.

1. Section 831.01, relating to forgery.

m. Section 831.02, relating to uttering forged instruments.

n. Section 831.07, relating to forging bank bills, checks,
drafts, or promissory notes.

o. Section 831.09, relating to uttering forged bank bills,
checks, drafts, or promissory notes.

p. Section 831.30, relating to fraud in obtaining medicinal

drugs.
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929 g. Section 831.31, relating to the sale, manufacture, 958| program offered by a Department of Education-approved private
930 delivery, or possession with the intent to sell, manufacture, or 959 online provider that meets the provider qualifications specified
931 deliver any counterfeit controlled substance, if the offense was 960 in s. 1002.45(2) (a), the Florida Virtual School as a private
932| a felony. 961| paying student, or an approved online course offered pursuant to
933 (d)1. For the 2023-2024 school year, may fund no more than 962 s. 1003.499 or s. 1004.0961.
934 10,000 scholarships for students who are enrolled in a home 963 f. Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced
935| education program. The number of scholarships funded for such 964| achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry
936 students may increase by 20,000 in each subsequent school year. 965 certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
937 This subparagraph is repealed July 1, 2027. 966 education, or other assessments.
938 2. Must establish and maintain separate empowerment 967 g. Contracted services provided by a public school or
939 accounts from eligible contributions for each eligible student. 968 school district, including classes. A student who receives
940| For each account, the organization must maintain a record of 969| contracted services under this sub-subparagraph is not
941 accrued interest that is retained in the student’s account. The 970 considered enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes
942| organization must verify that scholarship funds are used for 971| as specified in subsection (11).
943| provid hrotarships—from—eligiblt rEributions—t Tiegibl 972 h. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services
944 tudents—feor—th t—ef: 973| provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s
945 a.+= Tuition and fees for an eligible private school.i—e¥ 974| certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who holds an
946 b.2+ Transportation to a Florida public school in which a 975| adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a person
947 student is enrolled and that is different from the school to 976| who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the subject
948| which the student was assigned or to a lab school as defined in 977| area in which instruction is given, a person who has
949| s. 1002.32. 978| demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to s.
950 c. Instructional materials, including digital materials and 979 1012.56(5), or a person certified by a nationally or
951 Internet resources. 980| internationally recognized research-based training program as
952 d. Curriculum as defined in s. 1002.394(2). 981| approved by the Department of Education. As used in this
953 e. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time 982 paragraph, the term “part-time tutoring services” does not
954| enrollment in a home education program, an eligible private 983| qualify as regular school attendance as defined in s.
955 school, an eligible postsecondary educational institution or a 984 1003.01(13) (e) .
956| program offered by the postsecondary educational institution, a 985 (j)1. May use eligible contributions received pursuant to
957| private tutoring program authorized under s. 1002.43, a virtual 986| this section and ss. 212.099, 212.1832, and 1002.40 during the
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state fiscal year in which such contributions are collected for
administrative expenses if the organization has operated as an
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization for at least
the preceding 3 fiscal years and did not have any findings of
material weakness or material noncompliance in its most recent
audit under paragraph (m). Administrative expenses from eligible
contributions may not exceed 3 percent of the total amount of
all scholarships funded by an eligible scholarship-funding
organization under this chapter. Such administrative expenses
must be reasonable and necessary for the organization’s
management and distribution of scholarships funded under this
chapter. Administrative expenses may include developing or
contracting with rideshare programs or facilitating carpool
strategies for recipients of a transportation scholarship. No
funds authorized under this subparagraph may shkedd be used for
lobbying or political activity or expenses related to lobbying
or political activity. Up to one-third of the funds authorized
for administrative expenses under this subparagraph may be used
for expenses related to the recruitment of contributions from
taxpayers. An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization may not charge an application fee.

2. Must expend for annual or partial-year scholarships an
amount equal to or greater than 75 percent of all £he net
eligible contributions remaining after administrative expenses
during the state fiscal year in which such contributions are
collected. No more than 25 percent of such net eligible
contributions may be carried forward to the following state
fiscal year. All amounts carried forward, for audit purposes,

must be specifically identified for particular students, by
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student name and the name of the school to which the student is
admitted, subject to the requirements of ss. 1002.22 and
1002.221 and 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, and the applicable rules and
regulations issued pursuant thereto. Any amounts carried forward
must shatd be expended for annual or partial-year scholarships
in the following state fiscal year. No later than September 30
of each year, net eligible contributions remaining on June 30 of
each year that are in excess of the 25 percent that may be
carried forward must shal+ be used to provide scholarships to
eligible students or transferred to other eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations to provide scholarships for
eligible students. All transferred funds must be deposited by
each eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
receiving such funds into its scholarship account. All
transferred amounts received by any eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization must be separately disclosed in
the annual financial audit required under paragraph (m).

3. Must, before granting a scholarship for an academic
year, document each scholarship student’s eligibility for that
academic year. A scholarship-funding organization may not grant
multiyear scholarships in one approval process.

(o)l.a. Must participate in the joint development of
agreed-upon procedures during the 2009-2010 state fiscal year.
The agreed-upon procedures must uniformly apply to all private
schools and must determine, at a minimum, whether the private
school has been verified as eligible by the Department of
Education under s. 1002.421; has an adequate accounting system,
system of financial controls, and process for deposit and

classification of scholarship funds; and has properly expended
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1045 scholarship funds for education-related expenses. During the 1074 under s. 1002.421(1) (q); or
1046 development of the procedures, the participating scholarship- 1075 (IT) Any material exceptions set forth in the report
1047 funding organizations shall specify guidelines governing the 1076| required under s. 1002.421(1) (q).
1048| materiality of exceptions that may be found during the 1077 2. Must seek input from the accrediting associations that
1049 accountant’s performance of the procedures. The procedures and 1078 are members of the Florida Association of Academic Nonpublic
1050| guidelines must shat+ be provided to private schools and the 1079| Schools and the Department of Education when jointly developing
1051| Commissioner of Education by March 15, 2011. 1080| the agreed-upon procedures and guidelines under sub-subparagraph
1052 b. Must participate in a joint review of the agreed-upon 1081 l.a. and conducting a review of those procedures and guidelines
1053| procedures and guidelines developed under sub-subparagraph a., 1082 under sub-subparagraph 1.b.
1054 by February of each biennium, if the scholarship-funding 1083 (r) Must participate in the joint development of agreed-
1055| organization provided more than $250,000 in scholarship funds ®e 1084| wupon purchasing guidelines for authorized uses of scholarship
1056| anr—eligible—privat koot under this chapter during the state 1085| funds under this chapter. The purchasing guidelines must be
1057 fiscal year preceding the biennial review. If the procedures and 1086| provided to the Commissioner of Education and posted on the
1058 guidelines are revised, the revisions must be provided to 1087 eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization’s website by
1059| private schools and the Commissioner of Education by March 15 of 1088| December 31, 2023, and annually thereafter.
1060 the year in which the revisions were completed. The revised 1089 (s) May permit eligible students to use program funds for
1061| agreed-upon procedures and guidelines must shaldd take effect the 1090| the purposes listed in paragraph (d) by paying for the
1062 subsequent school year. Feor—the 2618-2019sechool—year—onty,—the 1091| authorized use directly, then submitting a reimbursement request
1063 Jeoint—reviewof the agreed—uponpr dar mEstE—b mplteted—and 1092 to the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization.
1064| <+£he—revisien womitted—te—th st ssterer ro—dater thar 1093| However, an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
1065 1094| may elect not to provide reimbursements and only allow direct
1066 2648-2019 hool—years 1095| purchases using program funds.
1067 c. Must monitor the compliance of a private school with s. 1096 (t) Must notify each parent that participation in the
1068 1002.421 (1) (g) if the scholarship-funding organization provided 1097 scholarship program does not guarantee enrollment.
1069| the majority of the scholarship funding to the school. For each 1098
1070| private school subject to s. 1002.421(1) (q), the appropriate 1099 Information and documentation provided to the Department of
1071 scholarship-funding organization shall annually notify the 1100| Education and the Auditor General relating to the identity of a
1072 Commissioner of Education by October 30 of: 1101 taxpayer that provides an eligible contribution under this
1073 (I) A private school’s failure to submit a report required 1102 section shall remain confidential at all times in accordance
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(a) A parent whose student will be enrolled full time in a

private school must:

1. The—parent—must Select an eligible private school and
apply for the admission of his or her child.

2 .+4b) Theparent—must Inform the child’s school district

when the parent withdraws his or her child to attend an eligible

private school.
3.4ey Require his or her Any student participating in the
seholarship program to must remain in attendance throughout the

school year unless excused by the school for illness or other

good cause and-=

(dy ® + 4 h stud £ h

Bl 4
€ ae—pPareh SRG—e TS (SaSaSsas TSR OPT T ETOR

th

P

root+—te comply with the private school’s published

3 +
iSe=aacas S

policies.
4.4e)} Require his or her The—parent—shall-ensure—that—the
student participating in the sehetarship program to take takes

the norm-referenced assessment offered by the private school.

The parent may also choose to have the student participate in
the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22. If the parent
requests that the student participating in the scholarship
program take statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 and
the private school has not chosen to offer and administer the
statewide assessments, the parent is responsible for
transporting the student to the assessment site designated by

the school district.

5.4f)—Upon—receipt—of o scholarshipwarrant—fromthe
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parent—must Approve each payment before the scholarship funds

may be deposited by funds transfer. The parent may not designate

any entity or individual associated with the participating
private school as the parent’s attorney in fact to endorse a
scholarship warrant or approve a funds transfer. A participant
who fails to comply with this paragraph forfeits the
scholarship.

6. (9—Fhe—parent—shall Authorize the nonprofit scholarship-

funding organization to access information needed for income
eligibility determination and verification held by other state
or federal agencies, including the Department of Revenue, the
Department of Children and Families, the Department of
Education, the Department of Economic Opportunity, and the
Agency for Health Care Administration.

(b) A parent whose student will be enrolled in a home

education program with the school district in which the student

resides must:

1. Apply to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization to participate in the program by a date set by the

organization. The request must be communicated directly to the

organization in a manner that creates a written or electronic

record of the request and the date of receipt of the request.

2. Sign an agreement with the organization and annually

submit a sworn compliance statement to the organization to

satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility
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1161| to receive and spend program payments, by: 1190| prior years unless the account must be closed pursuant to s.
1162 a. Affirming that the parent has established and maintains 1191 1002.394(5) (a) 2.
1163| a home education program in accordance with s. 1002.41. 1192 7. Procure the services necessary to educate the student.
1164 b. Affirming that the program funds are used only for 1193| When the student receives a scholarship, the district school
1165| authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as 1194| board is not obligated to provide the student with a free
1166 described in paragraph (6) (d), and that they will not receive a 1195 appropriate public education.
1167| payment, refund, or rebate of any funds provided under this 1196 (9) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—The Department of
1168| section. 1197| Education shall:
1169 c. Affirming that the parent is responsible for all 1198 (a) Annually submit to the department and division, by
1170 eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship and 1199| March 15, a list of eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
1171 for the education of his or her student. 1200| organizations that meet the requirements of paragraph (2) (g)
1172 3. Require the student to take a nationally norm-referenced 1201 B a2 S
1173 test identified by the Department of Education, or a statewide 1202 (b) Annually verify the eligibility of nonprofit
1174 assessment under s. 1008.22, and provide educational records and 1203 scholarship-funding organizations that meet the requirements of
1175 assessment results to a choice navigator before the student’s 1204 paragraph (2) (g) +25-.
1176| program renewal. 1205 (f) Issue a project grant award to a state university, to
1177 4. Meet with a choice navigator at least annually before 1206| which participating private schools and choice navigators must
1178| the student’s program renewal to: 1207 report the scores of participating students on the nationally
1179 a. Discuss the academic needs and progress of the student 1208| norm-referenced tests or the statewide assessments administered
1180| based on educational records submitted by the parent and annual 1209| by the private school in grades 3 through 10. The project term
1181| assessment results. 1210| is 2 years, and the amount of the project is up to $250,000 per
1182 b. Select educational options based on the academic needs 1211| year. The project grant award must be reissued in 2-year
1183| of the student. 1212 intervals in accordance with this paragraph.
1184 5. Affirm that the student remains in good standing with 1213 1. The state university must annually report to the
1185 the provider or school if those options are selected by the 1214 Department of Education on the student performance of
1186| parent. 1215| participating students:
1187 6. Renew participation in the program each year. A student 1216 a. On a statewide basis. The report must shadt also
1188| whose participation in the program is not renewed may continue 1217 include, to the extent possible, a comparison of scholarship
1189| to spend scholarship funds that are in his or her account from 1218| students’ performance to the statewide student performance of
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1219| public school students with socioeconomic backgrounds similar to 1248| ss. 1002.22 and 1002.221 and 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, the Family
1220| those of students participating in the scholarship program. To 1249| Educational Rights and Privacy Act, and the applicable rules and
1221| minimize costs and reduce time required for the state 1250 regulations issued pursuant thereto, and shall be for the sole
1222| wuniversity’s analysis and evaluation, the Department of 1251| purpose of creating the annual report required by subparagraph
1223| Education shall coordinate with the state university to provide 1252 1. All parties must preserve the confidentiality of such
1224 data to the state university in order to conduct analyses of 1253 information as required by law. The annual report must not
1225| matched students from public school assessment data and 1254| disaggregate data to a level that will identify individual
1226 calculate control group student performance using an agreed-upon 1255| participating schools, except as required under sub-subparagraph
1227| methodology with the state university; and 1256 1.b., or disclose the academic level of individual students.
1228 b. On an individual school basis. The annual report must 1257 3. The annual report required by subparagraph 1. must shadtd
1229| include student performance for each participating private 1258| be published by the Department of Education on its website.
1230 school in which at—teast5+pereent—of the totat enrolled 1259 (11) SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT AND PAYMENT.—
1231 students in the private school participated in a scholarship 1260 (b) Payment of the scholarship by the eligible nonprofit
1232 program under this section or s. 1002.394(12) (a) theFlerida—Tax 1261 scholarship-funding organization must shaldt be by—individuat
1233| credit——Secholarship—Pregram in the prior school year. The report 1262 rarrant—made—payable—to—th tudent!s—parent—or by funds
1234| must shatt be according to each participating private school, 1263 transfer, including, but not limited to, debit cards, electronic
1235 and for participating students, in which there are at least 30 1264 payment cards, or any other means of payment that the department
1236| participating students who have scores for tests administered. 1265| deems to be commercially viable or cost-effective. If—the
1237 If the state university determines that the 30-participating- 1266 poywment—is mode by warrant; the warrant must pbe delivered by —th
1238 student cell size may be reduced without disclosing personally 1267 tigibltereonprofit heotarship—funding erganizatieon—te—+th
1239| identifiable information, as described in 34 C.F.R. s. 99.12, of 1268| private—schoolof the parent!s chotce;and the parent——shaltt
1240| a participating student, the state university may reduce the 1269| <xrestrietivelyendor 5 arrant—te—the privat heodl+ An
1241| participating-student cell size, but the cell size must not be 1270| eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization shall ensure
1242 reduced to less than 10 participating students. The department 1271| <+hat—the parent—to whom the warrantis made restrietively
1243| shall provide each private school’s prior school year’s student 1272 adersed—the warrant—+teothe privat hool—for depoesit—inte—th
1244| enrollment information to the state university no later than 1273 = urt—of—theprivat heool—oer that the parent has approved a
1245| June 15 of each year, or as requested by the state university. 1274 funds transfer before any scholarship funds are deposited.
1246 2. The sharing and reporting of student performance data 1275 (e) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
1247| under this paragraph must be in accordance with requirements of 1276| may not transfer any funds to an account of a student determined
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1277| eligible under this section which has a balance in excess of 1306 (16) OBLIGATIONS OF CHOICE NAVIGATOR.—Beginning January 1,
1278 $24,000. 1307 2024, a choice navigator must:
1279 (f) A scholarship awarded to an eligible student must 1308 (a) Review educational records and assessment results to
1280| remain in force until: 1309| determine the academic needs of a student.
1281 1. The organization determines that the student is not 1310 (b) Identify educational options authorized under paragraph
1282| eligible for program renewal; 1311 (6) (d) to address the academic needs of a student.
1283 2. The Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes 1312 (c) Provide guidance to enable parents to choose the best
1284| program participation or use of funds; 1313| option or options for their student.
1285 3. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the 1314 (d) Report the scores of all participating students to a
1286| program for failure to comply with subsection (7); 1315 state university as described in paragraph (9) (f).
1287 4. The student enrolls in a public school. However, if a 1316 Section 4. Paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (2) of
1288| student enters a Department of Juvenile Justice detention center 1317| section 1002.40, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
1289 for a period of no more than 21 days, the student is not 1318 1002.40 The Hope Scholarship Program.—
1290 considered to have returned to a public school on a full-time 1319 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:
1291| basis for that purpose; or 1320 (e) “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization”
1292 5. The student graduates from high school or attains 21 1321 or “organization” has the same meaning as provided in s.
1293 years of age, whichever occurs first. 1322 1002.395(2) —H002-3552 ).
1294 (g) Reimbursements for program expenditures may continue 1323 (f) “Eligible private school” has the same meaning as
1295 until the account balance is expended or remaining funds have 1324 provided in s. 1002.395(2) — 023052+
1296 reverted to the state. 1325 Section 5. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
1297 (h) A student’s scholarship account must be closed and any 1326 1002.421, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
1298 remaining funds must revert to the state after: 1327 1002.421 State school choice scholarship program
1299 1. Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the 1328| accountability and oversight.—
1300 commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to, 1329 (3) COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION AUTHORITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—
1301 the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund, 1330 The Commissioner of Education:
1302 or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services 1331 (c) May permanently deny or revoke the authority of an
1303| received pursuant to paragraph (6) (d); or 1332| owner, officer, or director er—eperater to establish or operate
1304 2. Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has 1333| a private school in the state and include such individual on the
1305| been inactive. 1334| disqualification list maintained by the department pursuant to
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1335 s. 1001.10(4) (b) if the commissioner decides that the owner, 1364 Section 7. Subsection (4) of section 1003.4282, Florida
1336| officer, or director er—operator: 1365| Statutes, is amended to read:
1337 1. Is operating or has operated an educational institution 1366 1003.4282 Requirements for a standard high school diploma.—
1338 in the state or another state or jurisdiction in a manner 1367 4 )—ONEEINE—COURSE REQUIREMENT . —Atleastone—course—within
1339 contrary to the health, safety, or welfare of the public; or 1368 the 24 eredits—reguired under—thi tien—must—b mpteted
1340 2. Has operated an educational institution that closed 1369| <£hreugheonline Jtearning-
1341| during the school year. An individual may be removed from the 1370 {a—An—ontin GE taken—in—grade6;—grade—F—or—grad
1342| disqualification list if the individual reimburses the 1371 fylfills—the reguirement £—£hi b tion—The regquirement 3
1343 department or eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding 1372 met—threvghan—onltin G ffered by the Flerida—YVirtuat
1344 organization the amount of scholarship funds received by the 1373 Seheol—a—virtual education provider appr d—py—the—State Beard
1345 educational institution during the school year in which it 1374 £ Edueation;—a high hool;—oran—onltine dual—enrollment
1346| closed;—and—shatt—inelud veh—individuat a—Eh 1375 GESes tadert—who—+ rrotted—dn—a—full—tim r—part—tim
1347 disgualificationlistmairtained by the department pursuant——+ 1376 triuat—irstraction pregram wader 510024 5meets—th
1348| s—300+-304 ). 1377| reeguirements
1349 Section 6. Section 1002.44, Florida Statutes, is created to 1378 fotdderrics heet—boarder a—<charter heol—¢ Rt
1350| read: 1379| Pbeard——as—appticable—tay—att a—student—teo—satisfy—th Aia
1351 1002.44 Part-time public school enrollment.— 1380 GE reguirement £—+thi S1s tHeor—Pby mplteting—ablended
1352 (1) Any public school in this state, including a charter 1381 tearning G o T +a—whieh—th tudent—earnas—a
1353 school, may enroll a student on a part-time basis who meets the 1382 aatienatdty—r grized—industr rtifieationin information
1354 regular school attendance criteria in s. 1003.01(13) (b)-(e), 1383 techretleogy—<thatdstdentified on the CAPE Industry Certification
1355| subject to space and availability according to the school’s 1384| Fundinghistpursuant—to s+—1008-44 or passingthe information
1356 capacity determined pursuant to s. 1002.31(2) (b). 1385 teehrnotoy reifieation amiaatieon—witheutenrolling Sn o
1357 (2) A student attending a public school on a part-time 1386 spteting—th rresperding e £ o —as—apptieabt
1358| basis pursuant to this section shall generate full-time 1387
1359 equivalent student membership as described in s. 1011.61 (1) (b). 1388 For—purp £—thi =1 then—a ool —distrietmay not
1360 (3) A student attending a public school on a part-time 1389| =reguire—astudent—totake the onltineor blended learning ecourse
1361| basis pursuant to this section is not considered to be in 1390 wEside—the—sechool—da r—in—addition—+to—astudent! vrses—for
1362 regular attendance at a public school as defined in s. 1391 a—given mester—Thi S1c tien—et rot—appty—to—a—student
1363 1003.01(13) (a) . 1392 wheo—has—an—individualeducationplanunder s+—31003-57whiech
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Section 8. No later than November 1, 2023, the State Board

of Education shall develop and recommend to the Governor and

Legislature for adoption during the 2024 legislative session

repeals and revisions to the Florida Early Learning-20 Education

Code, chapters 1000-1013, Florida Statutes, to reduce regulation

on public schools. The state board shall consider input from

teachers, superintendents, administrators, school boards, public

and private postsecondary institutions, home educators, and

other entities identified by the state board.

Section 9. Subsections (1) and (2) and paragraph (a) of
subsection (3) of section 1006.21, Florida Statutes, are amended
to read:

1006.21 Duties of district school superintendent and
district school board regarding transportation.—

(1) The district school superintendent shall ascertain
which students should be transported to school or to school
activities, determine the most effective arrangement of
transportation routes to accommodate these students; recommend
such routing to the district school board; recommend plans and
procedures for providing facilities for the economical and safe
transportation of students; recommend such rules as may be
necessary and see that all rules relating to the transportation
of students approved by the district school boardy—as—well—as

rut £f—h tateBoard—efEdueationy are properly carried into

effect, as prescribed in this chapter.
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(2) After considering recommendations of the district
school superintendent, the district school board shall make
provision for the transportation of students to the public
schools or school activities they are required or expected to
attend; authorize transportation routes arranged efficiently and
economically; provide the necessary transportation facilities,
and—whenrauvthorized under rules—of the State Board of Education

ard—£fmexr romical—to—¢ , provide limited subsistence in

lieu thereof; and adopt the necessary rules to ensure safety,
economy, and efficiency in the operation of all buses and other

vehicles used to transport students, as prescribed in this

chapter.

(3) District school boards, after considering
recommendations of the district school superintendent:

(a) Shall provide transportation for each student in
prekindergarten disability programs and in kindergarten through
grade 12 membership in a public school when, and only when,
transportation is necessary to provide adequate educational

facilities and opportunities which otherwise would not be

3 Ad + + + FEPPPR| 4+ T W N
available and FARSPOE ween W Fom are—mor ran—a
reasonabie—waltkingdistance; asdefined by rutes—ofthe State
R a £ T4 + £ + + 1 + i 1
Board—eof Education;fromthe nearestapprepriat hoot.

Section 10. Section 1006.22, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

1006.22 Safety and health of students being transported.—
Maximum regard for safety and adequate protection of health are
primary requirements that must be observed by district school

boards in routing buses, appointing drivers, and providing and

operating equipment—ia—=a rdan th—all—reguirement £ Iaw
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boards may authorize the transportation of students in privately
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(2)43) When approval is granted for the transportation of
students in a privately owned vehicle, the provisions of s.
1006.24 regarding liability for tort claims are applicable.
District school board employees who provide approved
transportation in privately owned vehicles are acting within the
scope of their employment. Parents or other responsible adults
who provide approved transportation in privately owned vehicles
have the same exposure to, and protections from, risks of
personal liability as do district school board employees acting
within the scope of their employment.

(3)+44)» Each district school board may establish policies
that restrict the use of privately owned motor vehicles to
circumstances that are more limited than are described in this
section or that prohibit such use. Each district school board
may establish written policies that provide for more extensive
requirements for approval, parental notification and consent
procedures, insurance coverage, driver qualifications, or a

combination of these.
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(4)+45)» When transportation is authorized in privately owned
vehicles, students may be transported only in designated seating
positions and must use the occupant crash protection system
provided by the vehicle manufacturer.

(5)+46) District school boards may contract with a common
carrier to transport students to and from in-season and
postseason athletic contests and to and from a school function
or event in which the district school board or a school has
undertaken to participate or to provide for or sponsor the
participation of students.

(6)+#r Transportation for adult students may be provided by
any appropriate means as authorized by the district school board
when the transportation is accepted as a responsibility by the
district school board as provided in s. 1006.21.

(7)48) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section,
in an emergency situation that constitutes an imminent threat to
student health or safety, school personnel may take whatever
action is necessary under the circumstances to protect student
health and safety.

(8)48) Except as provided in s. 1006.261, transportation is
not the responsibility of the district school board in
connection with any event or activity that is not an event or
activity offered by the district school board or an event or an
activity in which the district school board or school has agreed
to participate, cosponsor, or require the participation of
students, and the district school board has no liability for
transportation arranged and provided by parents or other parties

to such events or activities.

(9) 436> Each district school board shall designate and
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to transport students must be planned to
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eliminate the necessity for students to stand while a school bus
is in motion. When circumstances of an emergency nature, as
defined by written district school board policy, temporarily
require transporting students in vehicles emn—seheool—buses in
excess of the rated seating capacity, the vehicles buses must
proceed at a reduced rate of speed to maximize safety of the

students, taking into account existing traffic conditions. Eaeh

distriet hool-b a8 | £ + lief of +h
estriet hool—Pboard—is—responsibtefor prompt—retieft—of+th
SES] 5 S E] adiss 1 3 PR N
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+e)> Each district school board shall establish school bus

stops, or provide by district school board rule for the
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establishment of school bus stops, as necessary at the most
reasonably safe locations available. Where unusual traffic
hazards exist at school bus stops on roads maintained by the
state outside of municipalities, the Department of
Transportation, in concurrence and cooperation with and upon
request of the district school board, shall place signs at such
bus stops warning motorists of the location of the stops.

(12)+4#3> The State Board of Education may adopt rules to
implement this section as are necessary or desirable in the
interest of student health and safety.

Section 11. Subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section
1006.25, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1006.25 School buses.—School buses shall be defined and
meet specifications as follows:

(2) SPECIFICATIONS.—Each school bus as defined in 49 C.F.R.
part 571 and subsection (1) that is rented, leased, purchased,
or contracted for must meet the applicable federal motor vehicle
safety standards ard—ether speeifications as preseribed by rutes

£ +h St ot B = £ v 44
—th =3 Boara—otEaueation.

(3) STANDARDS FOR LEASED VEHICLES. ROEOE hiel waed
; 1 L , . ; . : .

d £ + PP £
a—fo¥r ranspertation F—pubt+

1
EaSis s S=a

h 1 1d £ + + h £ g g £h [aFES B 4 £

Edueation—establishes by —rute~ A school bus authorized by a
district school board to carry passengers other than school
students must have the words “School Bus” and any other signs
and insignia that mark or designate it as a school bus covered,

removed, or otherwise concealed while such passengers are being

transported.
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1683 (4) OCCUPANT PROTECTION SYSTEMS.—Students may be 1712 Statutes, 1s amended to read:
1684| transported only in designated seating positions, except as 1713 1006.27 Pooling of school buses and related purchases by
1685| provided in s. 1006.22(11) s=—3006-22+4+2), and must use the 1714 district school boards; transportation services contracts.—
1686| occupant crash protection system provided by the manufacturer, 1715 (1) The department shall assist district school boards in
1687 which system must comply with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. part 1716 securing school buses and other vehicles used for transporting
1688 571 er—with speecification f+theState Beoardof Edueation. 1717 students, contractual needs, equipment, and supplies at as
1689 Section 12. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 1718| reasonable prices as possible by providing a plan under which
1690| 1006.261, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1719| district school boards may voluntarily pool their bids for such
1691 1006.261 Use of school buses for public purposes.— 1720| purchases. The department shall prepare bid forms and
1692 (1) (a) Each district school board may enter into agreements 1721 specifications, obtain quotations of prices and make such
1693| with the governing body of a county or municipality in the 1722 information available to district school boards in order to
1694| school district or any state agency or agencies established or 1723| facilitate this service. District school boards from time to
1695 identified to assist in the provision of public transportation 1724 time, as prescribed by State Board of Education rule, shall
1696 and other public purposes;—imetuding—butrnot—timited—+tos 1725 furnish the department with information concerning the prices
1697| providing—fer—the need £ —thetransportationdisadvantaged—a 1726| paid for such items and the department shall furnish to district
1698 gdefined—in 542701 —Sreluding—but neotTimited to;—th 1727 school boards periodic information concerning the lowest prices
1699 Tderly—pursuant—+teoPub—L+No+——89-73,——asamended;—forthe v 1728| at which school buses and other vehicles used for transporting
1700| ef—thesehoolbuses—of the school distriet by departmentsy 1729| students, equipment, and related supplies are available based
1701 beardsy mmtssiens—oreofficer £ suek Erate r—ontetpattt 1730 upon comparable specifications.
1702 r—of—th tate—for G ey R tetpat—or State purp . 1731 Section 14. Paragraph (f) is added to subsection (14) of
1703 tretudingr—but nottimited to;transportationof the 1732 section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, to read:
1704| <+ronspertation—disadvantagedorother publicpurp . Each such 1733 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
1705| agreement shall provide for reimbursement of the district school 1734| allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
1706| Dboard, in full or in part, for the proportionate share of fixed 1735| district for operation of schools is not determined in the
1707| and operating costs incurred by the district school board 1736| annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
1708| attributable to the use of the buses pursuant to the agreement 1737| the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as
1709| or attributable to the maintenance or other activities conducted 1738 follows:
1710| by the district school board. 1739 (14) TEACHER SALARY INCREASE ALLOCATION.—The Legislature
1711 Section 13. Subsection (1) of section 1006.27, Florida 1740| may annually provide in the Florida Education Finance Program a
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1741| teacher salary increase allocation to assist school districts in 1770| permanent base salary and shall be considered compensation under
1742| their recruitment and retention of classroom teachers and other 1771 s. 121.021(22).
1743 instructional personnel. The amount of the allocation shall be 1772 b. “Grandfathered salary schedule” means the salary
1744 specified in the General Appropriations Act. 1773| schedule or schedules adopted by a district school board before
1745 (f) Beginning July 1, 2023, any additional funding 1774 July 1, 2014, pursuant to subparagraph 4.
1746| appropriated for the Teacher Salary Increase Allocation above 1775 c. “Instructional personnel” means instructional personnel
1747 the amount provided in fiscal year 2022-2023 may be used to 1776 as defined in s. 1012.01(2) (a)-(d), excluding substitute
1748| provide salary increases for the following personnel, in a 1777| teachers.
1749| manner that best meets the needs of the school district or 1778 d. “Performance salary schedule” means the salary schedule
1750 charter school: 1779 or schedules adopted by a district school board pursuant to
1751 1. Full-time classroom teachers, as defined in s. 1780 subparagraph 5.
1752 1012.01(2) (a), plus certified prekindergarten teachers funded in 1781 e. “Salary schedule” means the schedule or schedules used
1753 the Florida Education Finance Program. This subparagraph does 1782 to provide the base salary for district school board personnel.
1754| not apply to substitute teachers. 1783 f. “School administrator” means a school administrator as
1755 2. Other full-time instructional personnel as defined in s. 1784 defined in s. 1012.01(3) (c).
1756 1012.01(2) (b)-(d) . 1785 g. “Supplement” means an annual addition to the base salary
1757 Section 15. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 1786 for the term of the negotiated supplement as long as the
1758 1012.22, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1787| employee continues his or her employment for the purpose of the
1759 1012.22 Public school personnel; powers and duties of the 1788 supplement. A supplement does not become part of the employee’s
1760| district school board.—The district school board shall: 1789| continuing base salary but shall be considered compensation
1761 (1) Designate positions to be filled, prescribe 1790 under s. 121.021(22).
1762 qualifications for those positions, and provide for the 1791 2. Cost-of-living adjustment.—A district school board may
1763| appointment, compensation, promotion, suspension, and dismissal 1792| provide a cost-of-living salary adjustment if the adjustment:
1764| of employees as follows, subject to the requirements of this 1793 a. Does not discriminate among comparable classes of
1765 chapter: 1794 employees based upon the salary schedule under which they are
1766 (c) Compensation and salary schedules.— 1795 compensated.
1767 1. Definitions.—As used in this paragraph: 1796 b. Does not exceed 50 percent of the annual adjustment
1768 a. “Adjustment” means an addition to the base salary 1797 provided to instructional personnel rated as effective.
1769| schedule that is not a bonus and becomes part of the employee’s 1798 3. Advanced degrees.—A district school board may met use
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advanced degrees in setting a salary schedule for instructional
personnel or school administrators hired—en—-eorafter July 1
2011 il + 1 = g & 1 h = +h 1 as 2 A 17
T—anat re—advanced—degr is—held—in—the—individual
£ 4 £ £4 = 1 1 h| +
area—of reification—and—+ aly—a——satary supplement.

4. Grandfathered salary schedule.—

a. The district school board shall adopt a salary schedule
or salary schedules to be used as the basis for paying all
school employees hired before July 1, 2014. Instructional
personnel on annual contract as of July 1, 2014, shall be placed
on the performance salary schedule adopted under subparagraph 5.
Instructional personnel on continuing contract or professional
service contract may opt into the performance salary schedule if
the employee relinquishes such contract and agrees to be
employed on an annual contract under s. 1012.335. Such an
employee shall be placed on the performance salary schedule and
may not return to continuing contract or professional service
contract status. Any employee who opts into the performance
salary schedule may not return to the grandfathered salary
schedule.

b. In determining the grandfathered salary schedule for
instructional personnel, a district school board must base a
portion of each employee’s compensation upon performance
demonstrated under s. 1012.34 and shall provide differentiated
pay for both instructional personnel and school administrators
based upon district-determined factors, including, but not
limited to, additional responsibilities, school demographics,
critical shortage areas, and level of job performance
difficulties.

5. Performance salary schedule.—By July 1, 2014, the
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district school board shall adopt a performance salary schedule
that provides annual salary adjustments for instructional
personnel and school administrators based upon performance
determined under s. 1012.34. Employees hired on or after July 1,
2014, or employees who choose to move from the grandfathered
salary schedule to the performance salary schedule shall be
compensated pursuant to the performance salary schedule once
they have received the appropriate performance evaluation for
this purpose.

a. Base salary.—The base salary shall be established as
follows:

(I) The base salary for instructional personnel or school
administrators who opt into the performance salary schedule
shall be the salary paid in the prior year, including
adjustments only.

(IT) Instructional personnel or school administrators new
to the district, returning to the district after a break in
service without an authorized leave of absence, or appointed for

the first time to a position in the district in the capacity of

instructional personnel or school administrator shall be placed

on the performance salary schedule. Beginning—Juty—1—2021——and
41 NN 1 PN 1 1 defi g i

ot —sueh—time as—the minimumba sataryas—defined—in

1017 &2 (1 4) il =l 47 500 +h 1 1 +

1011 4 Cicicra ¥ s—$47 —the—annuatl—inerea

+ 1 + e + + =i + + 1 1 £ 1 +h
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1857 b. Salary adjustments.—Salary adjustments for highly 1886| critical shortage within the school district for purposes of
1858 effective or effective performance shall be established as 1887 this sub-sub-subparagraph and may remove areas identified by the
1859 follows: 1888 state board which do not apply within the school district.
1860 (I) The annual salary adjustment under the performance 1889 (IV) Assignment of additional academic responsibilities.
1861 salary schedule for an employee rated as highly effective must 1890
1862| be at least 25 percent greater than the highest annual salary 1891 If budget constraints in any given year limit a district school
1863| adjustment available to an employee of the same classification 1892| Dboard’s ability to fully fund all adopted salary schedules, the
1864 through any other salary schedule adopted by the district. 1893| performance salary schedule may shatt not be reduced on the
1865 (II) The annual salary adjustment under the performance 1894| basis of total cost or the value of individual awards in a
1866 salary schedule for an employee rated as effective must be equal 1895| manner that is proportionally greater than reductions to any
1867| to at least 50 percent and no more than 75 percent of the annual 1896| other salary schedules adopted by the district. Any compensation
1868| adjustment provided for a highly effective employee of the same 1897| for longevity of service awarded to instructional personnel who
1869 classification. 1898 are on any other salary schedule must be included in calculating
1870 (ITI) A salary schedule may shaid not provide an annual 1899 the salary adjustments required by sub-subparagraph b.
1871 salary adjustment for an employee who receives a rating other 1900 Section 16. Paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (3),
1872 than highly effective or effective for the year. 1901 paragraph (d) of subsection (5), paragraphs (f), (g), and (h) of
1873 c. Salary supplements.—In addition to the salary 1902 subsection (6), and paragraphs (b), (d), and (e) of subsection
1874 adjustments, each district school board shall provide for salary 1903 (7) of section 1012.56, Florida Statutes, are amended, and
1875 supplements for activities that must include, but are not 1904 paragraph (g) is added to subsection (3) and paragraph (i) is
1876 limited to: 1905 added to subsection (6) of that section, to read:
1877 (I) Assignment to a Title I eligible school. 1906 1012.56 Educator certification requirements.—
1878 (IT) Assignment to a school that earned a grade of “F” or 1907 (3) MASTERY OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE.—Acceptable means of
1879 three consecutive grades of “D” pursuant to s. 1008.34 such that 1908 demonstrating mastery of general knowledge are:
1880| the supplement remains in force for at least 1 year following 1909 (e) Documentation of 2 years of effective or highly
1881 improved performance in that school. 1910| effective teaching in a Florida public school while teaching
1882 (ITI) Certification and teaching in critical teacher 1911| wunder a temporary certification;
1883| shortage areas. Statewide critical teacher shortage areas shall 1912 (f) Achievement of passing scores, identified in state
1884 be identified by the State Board of Education under s. 1012.07. 1913 board rule, on national or international examinations that test
1885| However, the district school board may identify other areas of 1914 comparable content and relevant standards in verbal, analytical
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writing, and quantitative reasoning skills, including, but not
limited to, the verbal, analytical writing, and quantitative
reasoning portions of the Graduate Record Examination. Passing
scores identified in state board rule must be at approximately
the same level of rigor as is required to pass the general
knowledge examinations; or

(g)+4£)» Documentation of receipt of a master’s or higher
degree from an accredited postsecondary educational institution
that the Department of Education has identified as having a

quality program resulting in a baccalaureate degree or higher.

A school district that employs an individual who does not
achieve passing scores on any subtest of the general knowledge
examination must provide information regarding the availability
of state-level and district-level supports and instruction to
assist him or her in achieving a passing score. Such information
must include, but need not be limited to, state-level test
information guides, school district test preparation resources,
and preparation courses offered by state universities and
Florida College System institutions.

(5) MASTERY OF SUBJECT AREA KNOWLEDGE.—Acceptable means of
demonstrating mastery of subject area knowledge are:

(d) For a subject requiring a master’s or higher degree,
completion of the subject area specialization requirements
specified in state board rule and achievement of a passing score
on the Florida-developed subject area examination or a

standardized examination that is directly related to the subject

specified in state board rule;
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School districts are encouraged to provide mechanisms for middle
grades teachers holding only a K-6 teaching certificate to
obtain a subject area coverage for middle grades through
postsecondary coursework or district add-on certification.

(6) MASTERY OF PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION AND EDUCATION
COMPETENCE .—Acceptable means of demonstrating mastery of
professional preparation and education competence are:

(f) Documentation of 2 years of effective or highly

effective teaching in a Florida public school while teaching

under a temporary certification;

(g) Successful completion of professional preparation
courses as specified in state board rule, successful completion
of a professional preparation and education competence program
pursuant to paragraph (8) (b), and achievement of a passing score
on the professional education competency examination required by
state board rule;

(h)+&)» Successful completion of a professional development
certification and education competency program, outlined in
paragraph (8) (a); or

(i) +4E)» Successful completion of a competency-based
certification program pursuant to s. 1004.85 and achievement of
a passing score on the professional education competency

examination required by rule of the State Board of Education.

The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to implement this
subsection by December 31, 2014, including rules to approve
specific teacher preparation programs that are not identified in
this subsection which may be used to meet requirements for

mastery of professional preparation and education competence.
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(7) TYPES AND TERMS OF CERTIFICATION.—
(b) The department shall issue a temporary certificate to
any applicant who:
1. Completes the requirements outlined in paragraphs
(2) (a)-(f) and has a job offer from a Florida public school
1ot N ] + + + 3 + ses a3 o
mpt B o3 area et —reguiremen peeified—in
ot B a + + £ +
o ard—rud r—demonstrates—ta ¥ £ subs ared
i) 1 =i + iSN {5\ a - hald dited
krewltedge—pursuan =2S tieon—{5)—andholtds—anaceredited
4 4 RN N n + + £ og ] +
degr r—a—degr SPPE &b he—Dbepartmen £ Edueation—at
£h 1 1 3 £ 1 N + 1 514 £ 3 ot
the—1 I—reguired—for—th sbieet—oarea—speeiatization—in =
beard—srule; or
2. For a subject area specialization for which the state
board otherwise requires a bachelor’s degree, documents 48
months of active-duty military service with an honorable
discharge or a medical separation; completes the requirements
outlined in paragraphs (2) (a), (b), and (d)-(f); ecompltetes—the
1 + + + ; + 1 Efiad ot 1 4 il
o3 area reent—regquiremen peeified—in & beoard—rut

or—demonstratesmasteryof subjeetarea—knowledge pursuant—te
subseetion—5)+ and documents completion of 60 college credits
with a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0
scale, as provided by one or more accredited institutions of
higher learning or a nonaccredited institution of higher
learning identified by the Department of Education as having a
quality program resulting in a bachelor’s degree or higher.

(d) A person who is issued a temporary certificate under

paragraph (b) subparagraph—{b)2+ must be assigned a teacher

mentor for a minimum of 2 school years after commencing

employment. Each teacher mentor selected by the school district,

charter school, or charter management organization must:
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1. Hold a valid professional certificate issued pursuant to
this section;
2. Have earned at least 3 years of teaching experience in
prekindergarten through grade 12; and
3. Have earned an effective or highly effective rating on
the prior year’s performance evaluation under s. 1012.34.
(e)3= A temporary certificate issued under paragraph (b)
wbparagraph—br+= 1s valid for 5 3 school fiscal years and is
nonrenewable.
A—temporar rtificate—issuved—undersubparagraph—{b}
i atid—feor——5 rool—fiseal arsy—is—timited—E Fre—Edr

. F
* ot aRe—+ HORTreH

At least 1 year before an individual’s temporary certificate is

set to expire, the department shall electronically notify the

individual of the date on which his or her certificate will

expire and provide a list of each method by which the

qualifications for a professional certificate can be completed.

The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to allow the

department to extend the validity period of a temporary

certificate for 2 years

when the requirements for the

professional certificate were not completed due to the serious

illness or injury of the applicant, the military service of an

applicant’s spouse, other extraordinary extenuating

circumstances, or if the certificateholder is rated highly

effective in the immediate prior year’s performance evaluation

pursuant to s. 1012.34 or has completed a 2-year mentorship

program pursuant to sub

section (8). The department shall extend

the temporary certificate upon approval by the Commissioner of
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2031| Education. A written request for extension of the certificate 2060 1003.5716 Transition to postsecondary education and career
2032 shall be submitted by the district school superintendent, the 2061 opportunities.—All students with disabilities who are 3 years of
2033 governing authority of a university lab school, the governing 2062 age to 21 years of age have the right to a free, appropriate
2034| authority of a state-supported school, or the governing 2063| public education. As used in this section, the term “IEP” means
2035| authority of a private school. 2064 individual education plan.
2036 Section 17. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (6) of 2065 (2) Beginning not later than the first IEP to be in effect
2037 section 1013.64, Florida Statutes, to read: 2066 when the student enters high school, attains the age of 14, or
2038 1013.64 Funds for comprehensive educational plant needs; 2067| when determined appropriate by the parent and the IEP team,
2039| construction cost maximums for school district capital 2068| whichever occurs first, the IEP must include the following
2040| projects.—Allocations from the Public Education Capital Outlay 2069 statements that must be updated annually:
2041 and Debt Service Trust Fund to the various boards for capital 2070 (a) A statement of intent to pursue a standard high school
2042| outlay projects shall be determined as follows: 2071| diploma and a Scholar or Merit designation, pursuant to s.
2043 (6) 2072 1003.4285, as determined by the parent.
2044 (e) Notwithstanding the requirements of this subsection, an 2073 1. The statement must document discussion of the process
2045| unfinished construction project for new construction of 2074 for a student with a disability who meets the requirements for a
2046 educational plant space that was started on or before July 1, 2075 standard high school diploma to defer the receipt of such
2047 2026, is exempt from the total cost per student station 2076 diploma pursuant to s. 1003.4282(8) (c) —1003-42 8248 +=).
2048| requirements established in paragraph (b). 2077 2. For the IEP in effect at the beginning of the school
2049 Section 18. Present subsections (4), (5), and (6) of 2078 year the student is expected to graduate, the statement must
2050| section 1002.321, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as 2079| include a signed statement by the parent, the guardian, or the
2051 subsections (3), (4), and (5), respectively, and present 2080 student, if the student has reached the age of majority and
2052 subsection (3) of that section is amended, to read: 2081 rights have transferred to the student, that he or she
2053 1002.321 Digital learning.— 2082| understands the process for deferment and identifying if the
2054 +3 DB IGEPALPREPARATION-——AS—reguired—under 53100342822 2083 student will defer the receipt of his or her standard high
2055 tudernt—enteringgrade—9—in the 2011201 koot —year—and 2084| school diploma.
2056| <+hereafter who seceksa high sehool diplomamust—take atJteast 2085 (b) A statement of intent to receive a standard high school
2057 23 Atin wrSe 2086| diploma before the student attains the age of 22 and a
2058 Section 19. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (2) of 2087 description of how the student will fully meet the requirements
2059 section 1003.5716, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 2088 in s. 1003.4282, including, but not limited to, a portfolio
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pursuant to s. 1003.4282(8) (b) s+—+683-4282+49)+) which meets

the criteria specified in State Board of Education rule. The IEP

must also specify the outcomes and additional benefits expected
by the parent and the IEP team at the time of the student’s
graduation.

Section 20. Paragraph (c) of subsection (22) of section
1002.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public
school students must receive accurate and timely information
regarding their child’s academic progress and must be informed
of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12
students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory
rights including, but not limited to, the following:

(22) TRANSPORTATION.—

(c) Parental consent.—Each parent of a public school
student must be notified in writing that and—egive—written
consent—Pbefore the student may be transported in a privately
owned motor vehicle to a school function—in-acceordance—with the

e £ 53006222 0.

Section 21. Subsection (14) of section 1003.01, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1003.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:

(14) “Core-curricula courses” means:

(a) Courses in language arts/reading, mathematics, social
studies, and science in prekindergarten through grade 3,
excluding extracurricular courses pursuant to subsection (15);

(b) Courses in grades 4 through 8 in subjects that are
measured by state assessment at any grade level and courses

required for middle school promotion, excluding extracurricular
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(c) Courses in grades 9 through 12 in subjects that are
measured by state assessment at any grade level and courses that
are specifically identified by name in statute as required for
high school graduation and that are not measured by state
assessment, excluding extracurricular courses pursuant to
subsection (15);

(d) Exceptional student education courses; and

(e) English for Speakers of Other Languages courses.

The term is limited in meaning and used for the sole purpose of
designating classes that are subject to the maximum class size
requirements established in s. 1, Art. IX of the State
Constitution. This term does not include courses offered under
ss. 1002.321(3) (e) +862-32++4)r+e), 1002.33(7) (a)2.b., 1002.37,
1002.45, and 1003.499.

Section 22. Subsection (2) of section 1003.499, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1003.499 Florida Approved Courses and Tests (FACT)
Initiative.—

(2) FLORIDA APPROVED COURSES.—The Department of Education
shall annually publish online a list of providers approved to
offer Florida approved courses which shall be listed in the
online catalog pursuant to s. 1002.321(5) s+—3602-32H(6).

(a) As used in this section, the term “Florida approved
courses” means online courses provided by individuals which
include, but are not limited to, massive open online courses or
remedial education associated with the courses that are measured

pursuant to s. 1008.22. Massive open online courses may be
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authorized in the following subject areas: Algebra I, biology,
geometry, and civics. Courses may be applied toward requirements
for promotion or graduation in whole, in subparts, or in a
combination of whole and subparts. A student may not be required
to repeat subparts that are satisfactorily completed.

(b) A Florida approved course must be annually identified,
approved, published, and shared for consideration by interested
students and school districts. The Commissioner of Education
shall approve each Florida approved course for application in K-
12 public schools in accordance with rules of the State Board of
Education.

Section 23. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023.
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(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022JointRules.rdf fisenate. ov.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001  (08/10/2021)



" :The Florida Senate

3)1&/;09“% % APPEARANCE RECORD S

- \’ -
Mice ng’Date Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
pbrowrla%\o@ _
Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name /)}/A}P/_gffe- 4{)2 An/[ Phone 7“7(‘1 “QE};& - 7 6 L.f/

address __ SAR Wegt Rards NEST DD email _ A Jope, URAIN € Gmak, .Conf

Street
Bevee™ Hills FL 344L5
Cnty State Zip
Speaking: [ | For [ ] Against Information QR Walve Speaking: X In Support [ ] Against
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
| am appearing without D 'l am a registered lobbyist, |:| | am not a lobbyist, but received
ompensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance

(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it Is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit afl persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules.rdf flsenate cov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)
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Meeting Date

zr..fI/ /)[r’af £r] « Tf’ /15

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD

Deliver both copies of this form to
Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

M3 ]-SBA0R

8Hl Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

dommittse ) ;
1 ) ‘ - ) g | /f/
Name ‘] leryne FUQri/ =~ anpajel Phone
/ — ' .— &) HL g f _,-.-.' ':,"_\_h'l. Y
Address C]B, S SW j o ¢ a.,"_"{ N7 (- Email
Street =2
. / _I'_,--' i I{‘-’ l-
- O" d _fﬂ C / 2 T9E |
City ' State Zip !

Speaking: [ | For [ ] Against [ Information QR waive Speaking: E(InSupport [ ] Against

/

| am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

D fam not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
{travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persoris as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 iointRules ndf (fisenate oy

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.

5-001 (08/10/2021)



-~ The Florida Senate

3-1b- 9023 APPEARANCERECORD /£ /- 52202

Meeting Date Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic

Senate professional staff conducting the meetin
——Q'MJQ,AZPQQPL\ G éjz My P g g o

Committee Amendment Barcade (if applicable)

Name ,’D{‘- !JC]M\S K /ﬂ H HCHLG”"{ Phone .
Address {)3/5 57\) 97}%\ / /\] ~ Email ]/)07[2:% /[0 7 f) :}fQ-AJ’ﬁa 4 Qi

Street

Ooa ) % FL

City State Zip

Speaking: [_] For [ ] Against [ ] Information QR Waive Speaking: -[Q/inSupport [ ] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am appearing without D | am a registered lobbyist, D I am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by;

While it is a tradiition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
thot as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fia. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022JointRules.-df flsenate.cov

This form ts part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 {08/10/2021)



.The Florida Senate

ey (5~ TiF APPEARANCE RECORD

Meeting Date Deliver both copies of this form to

. —/ ' Senate professional staff conducting the meetin
Sz, " - ?

j}% G n e

Bill Nur“ﬁber or'fopic

Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Name JA ¢ kK /D/" 4 C hhavy Phone 35 o7 L - 9 Zi
o £ 7 . s g .
Street '
5;//1&’ /WQ ,/': ‘g é/ Z
City State Zip

Speaking: |:| For |___| Against D‘ihformation OR Waive Speaking: DZ]/InSupport DAgainst

M | am appearing without D | am a registered lobbyist,
compensation or sponsorship. representing:

‘PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

D I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules.-df fsenate. :0v

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.

5-001 (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate

2/l6/2% AbﬁEAmNCE RECORD 00 282

Meeting Date Deliver both coples of this form to Bilt Number or Topic
f]’?l,/d ‘?‘, l‘ AL oA ¢ Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
LA | o ~
Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
-1
Name A/ ko Clome”s _ Phone -
. ; - ) ¢
Address 7 3 €. go'“-: PXe) \/\ tn § C 14 Email
Street
cafin Yavk FL 7‘7»’ %0
City State

Speaking: [ ] For X Against [ ] Information OR  waiveSpeaking: [ ] InSupport [ ] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

|:| | am appearing without D I am a registered lobbyist, E I am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

CeA

While it is a tradition to enicourage public testimony, time rmay not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions abouit registering to lobby please see Fia. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 loiniRules. - of fsenate.-ov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5001  (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate

S)ie a3 APPEARANCE RECORD SR Joay

Meeting Date Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
Senate professional staff conducting the meetin
é@&@pna*luns é)‘mm%‘kf’f{)[ﬁ ’ ’ ;
Committee ¢

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name ’:B ) ¥ Nl" VAR ( “Nl L’ lj“_) Phone J 31?’7 171-X0 b /

Address Email Tu‘r/(u, [ 7RP RN @me. CAA~—~—
</ Jd JvJ J

Street

¢ 4o FL 33713F

City State

Speaking: [ ] For Wst [] information QR Waive Speaking: [ InSupport [ Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
ﬁ‘jafn?:ppearing without I:l | am a registered lobbyist, Eﬂ’am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance

(travel, meals, lodging, etc),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those whe do speak may be asked to imit their remarks 50
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have guestions about registering to lobby please see Flo. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. $-001  (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD S22

Bill Number or Topic

Meetirg Date

A m(\.mﬂ)ﬂ o,',_\) Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Deliver both copies of this form to

Comm ttee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name \_Oh@ ["6 m\/\ umm{/% Phone /]m ~ 2 lé}" ’)m
Address YOS N\ 22 YA Email }] AN e gz)b’éf_f)?xﬂ;j .

[Street .%
S Miars AL WY
City State Zip
Speaking: [ ] For Against [ ] Information OR Waive Speaking: [ | In Support [ ] Against
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
Iﬁl am appearing without D I am a registered lobbyist, D I am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance

(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. $-001 (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate

3 (4»/ }3 APPEARANCE RECORD Lo~

Bill Number or Topic

- Deliverboth copies of this form to
Senate professicnal staff conducting the meeting

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name O q/?ﬂ'fi [/\_/};00 Phone __ ng‘*S_(’/(’/‘“O?rL/

Address ?2"& L’ %Mé Email
Street P/
» /' !/ State L:p E

Speaking: l:] For gainst D i'-hformation OR Waive Speaking: D in Support [_] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

%ﬂppearing without D | am a registered lobbyist, D | am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or spansorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks 5o
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules.c df flsenate. ~ov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-0071 (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate

3123 APPEARANCE RECORD SB7207_

" MeeunglDate ‘ ~ A Deliver both copies of this form to 8ill Number or Topic
7}/\5 Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name SW(Y\IH \LW\A!I;/\ Phone &5%{.?327— 2.“"%&}
s 30t LOWA Fitn R et _Sharyn24 conncashiot

Tilahassee o 32307

Speaking: m/For [] Against [ | Information OR Waive Speaking: D In Support |___|Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

Mam appearing without l:l | am a registered lobbyist, D I am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rufe 1. 2020-2022JointRules pdf (flsenate.gov)

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001  (08/10/2021)



- The Florida Senate

Blplroan v 'APPEARANCE RECORD

Meeting Date Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic

A 0 [) ( 0 ||) S Senate professional staff conducting the meeting g 5?3_5 é

Y ommittee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name C/l lka\m C/\ Yoo Phone SO Y3B% C?O’;/
Address Qqq”b C,?/V\{/%ft Email CE{HUL\/LL@A '“J/l ,, OE?’

/,E(ELH/ Y Sajo 3

Speaking: [ | For [ ] Against Imform'ation OR Waive Speaking: [ | InSupport [ | Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

D | am appearing without ‘K| | am a registered lobbyist, D | am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing; \(\ something of value for my appearance
jrs (travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
tb \ 69\0\ \ ‘—x TLO sponsored by:
e

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those whe do speak rmay be asked to limit their remarks sc
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions abouit registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 lointRules.- df flsenate. .ov.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001  (08/10/2021)



.. The Florida Senate

B4 AT S APPEARANCE RECORD 202 |

Meeting Date :Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
4 . Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
W Cmmitee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name j‘é&:n EC){HD F+ Phone ?8[(

Address Ao 61 | 3 |t Lod'p - Email
Street 4
[Ave Oal FL §2060
City State Zip

Speaking: [_] For [{] Against [ ] Informaton QR Waive Speaking: [ In Support [ ] Against

PLEASE-CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am appearing without |:| | am a registered lobbyist, |:| I am not a lobbyist, but received
mpensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
{travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 fointRules. df flsenate. ov.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001  (08/10/2021)



Méetﬂg Date Bill Number or Topic

Cle . The Florida Senate
5 /6 /La,;’_i S APPEARANCE RECORD CS / SE202

Deliver. both copies of this form 1o
" Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name ‘V"le i"}r’ C(‘? f’fﬂﬂf‘gc‘ [‘/A; Phone 5;5’0""' éif "‘&él‘?/
Address ‘?0/' Ty Ty o mail _V0petreec € gpzil.cor

Street
/W/ﬁ/@;« A 3239
City State Zip

Speaking: ] For L] Against [ ] information  OR  waive Speaking: [ In Support || Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FCLLOWING:

lj/l am appearing without D | am a registered lobbyist, D I am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to lirit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fia. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 jointRules.df flsenate. ov

This form is part of the pUbﬁC record for this meeting. $-001 (08/1 0/2021)



- The Florida Senate s
)5/23 - APPEARANCE RECORD \{&/ZW / [/ZO/ZC
MEEUHQ Date -Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meetin
ﬁ 2024, ”%@Jf protessie o °

Comm|ttee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name //{‘/ M/‘}/‘///»A— Phone @j’a @g‘ ] @ 3 é
Addressé{(j' A /'{L iﬂd/%/l\ pf( l’“C_, Email ﬁ'&"}‘;/éfac/ny%qﬂn q, Co7]

Bill Number or Topic

TJelleheSse  Pla S2304
City State Zip

Speaking: D For ‘Wst |:| Information OR Waive Speaking: |:| In Support DAgainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| am appearing without D I am a registered lobbyist, D | am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsorship. representing; something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may riot permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. if you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules.~df flsenate 1ov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001  (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate

(g Maccly 2033 APPEARANCE RECORD )

A‘ Meetlng Date Deliver both copies of this form to Bili Number or Topic
PP (an’ % /9 7 ; Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name 5('7—7— HOW ENSTEIN Phone %7 -$/0 ~ 9?/5‘1
Address /g'?L/‘?’ Ffiz’lwuz( Vf[h/ A/ | Email 5?57‘"7[, LW#P//;ﬁ/q @ Smi”.fam

Street

Litt L 555%7

City State

Speaking: [ ] For KTAgainst Dlnformation OR Waive Speaking: DInSupport DAgainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| am appearing without |:| | am a registered lobbyist, D | am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time ray not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so

-

that as many pérsons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. I aovl

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate

4161 % APPEARANCE RECORD /%

A Meeting Date Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
/ ,Vn,, {;'7%{ b:h MS Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
e ' Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name Ljﬂf‘Q{)L'?M/' e VMO 5 Phone 32. f "‘Rq 7~ 9/25 (a
Address %}j"‘ MNS a/V‘P Email &‘/éch)?mw,VM Mﬂl)%lb/%

Street

Orlodo L 2200)

State Zip

Speaking: [ | For Z{gainst [ information @R Waive Speaking: [ ] In Support [ ] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

am appearing without 1 am a registered lobbyist, D | am not a lobbyist, but received

cempensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
{travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

spensored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022jointRules.pdf (fisenate.gov)

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



i . The Florida Senate i
93] TIEE APPEARANCE RECORD | geﬂ&# 201

Meeting Date Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
. Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Name ‘ !:":“_\“(W \)\A\ o Phone ‘ % S ﬂﬂ < ¥_| [ ((

*

pagress LU S3a M adeo Email \f\r(\\ﬁ’\r:«\.u"&fé WQ.ﬁ‘x,mai! - (o

Street

ODuwenedin F L 44 'Y

City State

Speaking: [ ] For [ ] Against [_] Information OR Waive Speaking: [ | In Support || Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am appearing without |:| { am a registered lobbyist, I am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules » df flsenate ov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001  (08/10/2021)



- The Florida Senate

161027 APPEARANCERECORD /) 207

Meeting Date Bill Number or Topic

Deliver both copies of this form to

Gl Vl ;0”[ i '01/’ r Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
-f‘ 1 7 Comrﬁi'tte'e n Amendment Barcode (if applicabie)
Name }/? Vo CT A Ij nPJ‘,‘:f i M JJ/7L Phone \’7/ 777

Address B\SL/ TL( i JVI /H 14 C;’rﬂ"{,/\ff Email

Oy [auag/o Fs(f J’%ﬂ” v/

Speaking: [ | For [ | Against [ ] information OR Waive Speaking: dﬂSupport L] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| am appearing without D | am a registered lobbyist, | am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
{travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition tc encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules.odf flsenate. ov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001  (08/10/2021)



-+ :The Florida Senate

[ ot /( ,/? /74> APPEARANCE RECORD SB g2
e ns MYy sor T
e ] LT B e o) BT
e AT20_SY| TOM) Ll o fUlihcs @ sy

Gk, Foofh 3T

Speaking: DFbr ElAgainst D'Ihformation OR Waive Speaking: ﬁInSupport DAgainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| am appearing without D i am a registered lobbyist, Ml am not a lobhyist, but received

compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules.df (flsenate.aov.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. $-001  (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate

3.6, 2023 APPEARANCE RECORD SB 202

Meeting Date Bill Number or Topic

Deliver both copies of this form to
Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name D—éw sz Phone ?0 Lr/ €% 'J—,S'C_,é
Address (7’// MQ/HUJL g}L‘ ;/ﬂ 8 7/54 Email MMPS»(?M! Q(g‘ﬁqatl@.,__,

Street |
Coreen (ove Sprngs FL 32043
City ' Fate Zip =

Speaking: [ | For [ ] Against [ ] Information OR Waive Speaking: MSupport ] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am appearing without |:| | am a registered lobbyist, JXI am noft a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsotship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have guestions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules ndf flsenate.cov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate .
| — )y y /] \
2- /¢—28 APPEARANCE RECORD = /4 2O <__

Meeting Date Bill Number or Topic

Deliver both copies of this form to
S g v (j 2 Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name &ﬂ% - (\\GM Phone é/ o 710 69 E_S(\

Address/(/c {f& /0"“’/7’\ @ﬁ Email SL;_{;}AM gsfé_ﬂ;p;é_m,;_/\/.

Street Cd%
bl Ghamda o SY2§ 9D
City State Zip

Speaking: |:| For |:| Against |:| Information OR Waive Speaking: %InSupport DAgainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

WI am appearing without D I am a registered lobbyist, |:| I am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage pubfic testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Thosze who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as rany persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022JointRules.-df flseriate. ov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (08/10/2021)



b
e ~.. w» . The Florida Senate
3 ~/.-A3 __  APPEARANCERECORD AOR_
Meeting Date . Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
./ Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

| s A - A 2 -
__14 Jfl y '__._-? ', f'. & ATE JL-’

# W L=k

[ fmmlttee = Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name If .' CUVJ / L ke / "1 A Phone /:; -4 S—’/ -/"/{61’? m

Address ;2 5 B ___5' L_,,) Va5 ¢ / ;i . Email 4/ ’( WA 4 W_Z é
Street ' / L1 PV . W

/ £F ARy 1 3230%
Zip

L L

City State

—

Speaking: [ | For [] Against [ | Informaton QR Waive Speaking: [] In Support \E’Aga{

PLEASI;HECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| am appearing without Bf! am a registered lobbyist, |__—| | am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsarship. representing: something of value for my appearance

(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
FZ/ sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, tie may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to lirnit their remarks so
that as many persons as possibie can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fia. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules.ndf flsenate. iov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate

3/16/3% APPEARANCE RECORD 204

Meeting Date Bill Number or Topic

Deliver both copies of this form to
. \ Senate professional staff conducting the meetin
ﬂ#’?bﬁf‘&@ : P : 9

ommittee Amendment Barcode (if applicabie)

Name Q"Q\QLS Z,Clm‘e Phone g(Q?z "‘363 - ]O‘ l

Address Email Al v SR o.fjf
Street
lallanasses L 32311
City State Zip
Speaking: [ ] For D Against [ _] Information OR Waive Speakin n Support |:| Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

D | am appearing without 1 am a registered lobbyist, [ ] !amnota lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

SRF UP Qr S'\‘I\UH-S sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022jointRules..df  flsenate.oov)

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001  (08/10/2021)
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Meeting Date Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
A ﬂﬂfbﬁaﬁa—f,')on ( “Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
Committee Amendment Barcode (if apolicable)
7 - " ~, -~ O -
Name M!C/La-t,' ( [_)J,:"Vfﬂ'«’]’ Phone ,/5{56 \ 21 LL _25 G/
Address 20| A, Pt //]vc_, . Email _ Woarre I Haer ki or <
Street == —
> )
[ellubunee [/ 3227
City State Zip

Speaking: [ | For [ ] Against [] Informaton QR Waive Speaking: MSupport [ ] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

|:| | am appearing without | am a registered lobbyist, D I am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
ri,‘,h},.,. Co »Fm.ww (travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
5 K’, (ool B Sl‘\b!'.r sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules - df flsengte. ov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (08/10/2021)
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/ iseting Date Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic

/A e 5 . Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
E é Cofmittee

?CDWW CLQ) Amendment Barcorfe {if applicable)

Name Dﬂ [ L(\ 8.;_:”&/% 5 - 5¥(00% e— y Phone g 50 7&@ 55&7//

Address 9\!5 ,) }MQW ~ Email Aﬁb{,}@ a -,Jr[ ,:-,ffé.-,t{l;rom;lg o
J

Street =
Tollehesser  FL 2234]
City State Zip

Speaking: [ ] For [ ] Against []Informaton Q@R Waive Speaking: P InSupport [] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I:‘ | am appearing without : & I am a registered lobbyist, D | am not a labbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance

N
T’:’)b\nﬁ&\(\:}m %( r/\bf ld C‘~\> gt;z:\ilé,;::ag;':bdgi_ng’etc')'
Fohnce

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fia. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules. df (fsenate. -ov

This form is part of the pUb'IC record for this meeting. $-001 (08/10/2021)
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Bill Number or Topic

Meeting Date Deliver both copies of this form to

‘Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Committee -Amendment Barcode {if applicabie)

Name ,;/)‘4/ //ﬂ 5723//(/5-/’;% 6, Phone
Address QOL{K 5 7—9//6 é\(O Ve T\fyﬁ.ﬁlﬁ/ Email M,Dcfxm Mtgg@lfﬂ}tﬁo,c.gd

Street -

Flemino, Tslond_F: 33903

City State.

/

-~

Speaking: [ ] For [] Against [.1 thformation QR Waive Speaking: [E/IHSupport [ ] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE'OF THE FOLLOWING: .
I am appearing without |:| | am a registered lobbyist, | am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit ail persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to fimit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat, §11.045 and Joint Rulfe 1. 2020-2022JointRules.~ df fisenate. aov.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. , $-001 (08/10/2021)
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A Megting Date - Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
i \’d'_:)‘g: an’w 'J:':'-' ‘ll C nJ Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
. Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable}
T Pl Ao
Name DY () WA ( VAN Phone
‘I .
Address Email
Street
City  State Zip -
Speaking: [ ] For D Against D Information OR Waive Speaking: D In Support m Against
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
D t am appearing without D | am a registered lobbyist, Na l am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance

(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit afl persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fia. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 7. 2020-2022 jointRules. df fisenate.acy

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001  (08/10/2021)
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Meetlng;i Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
@/{%@Iﬂ)/\; V& .f??'! ° 7
" Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name {Qﬂ/ﬂ’n @/ﬁ’ éW Phone t%ﬂ 7f/d7/é%f/
Address 7/l:gj Z/g /%M,;,/y ,ﬁﬂ Email /;M/”é'cwé{dr/r/}@ffkiﬂzf Co2,

Street
G J Z’AA, Fr 1 )
City 4§ State Zip

Speaking: |:| For |:|Against Dlnformation OR Waive Speaking: || In Support DAga’inst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| am appearing without D | am a registered lobbyist, J@I am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to firnit thefr remarks 50
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. $-001  (08/10/2021)
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Meetlng Date

A

1]

Deliver both copies of this form to 3i-Alumber or Topic

}I{-j ~ ro i'\’f fl’i 'l Dn.\ Senate professional staff conducting the meeting . __._r{:

A : )
l‘ | | Committee

Amendmeﬁt Barcode (if applicable)

Name )L{{P‘?’, M | /T{z/ Phonef 01'1[\ / Z% /Qﬂ ’S

Address / ///) /_[‘(// 00./‘(/ / r/ Q }L' )(l} Emailtg/':’f// [M/O%U? .{ {’UQ,‘W//{Z/?‘)
Stretet | : B la,/

. )‘:\\\31! k:“v 52220}:)

1

Speaking: [ | For [] Against [ ] Information QR Waive Speaking: EﬂnSupport [ ] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

[ am appearing without

D | am a registered lobbyist,
compensation or sponsorship.

1am not a lobbyist, but received
representing:

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to Speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering te lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rufe 1. 2020-2022 JointRules rdf (flsenate cov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.

5-001 (08/10/2021)
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Meeting Date Bill Number ar Topic

Deliver both copies of this form to

[\ W Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
{31 = r \er|
N 4 Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name (A N\ A La{ N4 Phone
Address ) =Wy, f V¢ Email AW A rA . e o

Street I 7

3
= 2 i
City State Zip

Speaking: [ | For [] Against []Informaton Q@R Waive Speaking: [] InSupport [P, Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| am appearing without |:| I am a registered lobbyist, |:| I am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsaored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked tc limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rufe 1. 2022 JointRules s ]

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)
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Meeting Date Bill Number or Topic

e . . Deliver both copies of this form to
y e,ncl"('e/ A o A ‘@é(\ o] S Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Con{"qiitee Amendment Barcede (if applicable)

Name EH""‘”‘ / MQ"‘C— [1 w\‘\' Phone 675’0 -6 7?‘ 2420

Address E Email Q.‘(—l’b‘-\r\ Q { ; {q (1 Ooid ‘f?«.e/-_;- ,ﬂ;"‘ ¢ eoiin,
Street Jt -
Talhsce  FL. 3220|
City State Zip

Speaking: [ ] For [ 1 Against [ ] Information OR Waive Speaking: KlnSupport DAgainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

compensation or sponsorship. repre(senting: something of value for my appearance
' <t (travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
i MB\(‘\"&"\ 0\\ Cc’a\\ l+i°3‘\ 'GO ¢ sponsored by:
( ' c(
?9"\{7‘!& SLl‘Gol 09“(4!45,?]04’. “\él""f’ﬁ'(
L

While it is o tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. Ifyou have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointFules. ndf (fsenate aovl

D [ am appearing without ﬂ I am a registered lobbyist, | am not a lobbyist, but received

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (08/10/2021)
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Meetlng Hate Bill Number or Topic

Celiver both copies of this form to
Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

ommittee Amendment Barcode (if appiicable)

oone S~ 7O~ 20 7
Address \5 9’ O A aﬁ? P Emnail ), 74

Street ‘Q
WWO/\ v S0
City State Zip
Speaking: D For |:| Against |:| Information OR Waive Speaking: Support |:| Against
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
D | am appearing without lam a registered Iobbylst D | am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. jrepresenting: something of value for my appearance

-@fof* (travel, meals, lodging, etc.},
qeﬁ sponsared by:

White it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules.odf (fisenate.aov)

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5001 {08/10/2021)
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Bill Number or Topic

\ Meeting Date Deliver hoth copies of this form to
f— ’m ~ b\—}i\) Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
Co?nmlttee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name D w \S? LA% \J( T Phone Q\ )3 ' &%O‘ A S(_OJ?
Address || X\ - q"\-'\ﬁk Lo s t Emnail LC*S hor A C = ‘3—3 e Q) o,

Street
City State le

Speaking: [ ] For D Against [ ] Information OR WaiveSpeaking? mSupport [ ] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
~
D | am appearing without [Dl)m’a registered lobbyist, D I am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance

D\’W\w@ﬂw\ Fe Donation | o Cin \clre

sponsored by
While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, tirme may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be' .eard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. if you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules.. df flsenate. .ov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. $-001 {08/10/2021)
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Meeti‘g Date

Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
Senat fessional staff conducting the meetin
Aﬂﬂﬂ)[)rta f.\’ad\s enate professional staff conducting the meeting
ommittee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name JQCM }’:‘l’demca Phone
Address o - Email

Street

Sehring L 3387
City = State Zip

Speaking: [ | For &Against D'-Ihformation OR Waive Speaking: DInSupport DAgainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

D | am appearing without D | am a registered lobbyist, w | am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
{travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. if you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022Join thules. df [flsenate. jov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001  (08/10/2021)
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/) eetlng Date “ 'Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
o -Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
00 o Ny 6@77){6 P ¢
f U Commltte Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name C&U’D { CA ed.\fbe/- Phone
Address Q%DO (\'UL /Lfl f\l’)l (a ‘HVQ/ . Email

Street

P@\Sac@la FL 3&;.‘30 3

City State

Speaking: DFor @é}ainst Dtlnforma’tion OR Waive Speaking: DInSupport [ ] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| am appearing without D I am a registered lobbyist, EZ/; am not a lobbyist, but received
~ compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

TEA

White it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. Ifyou have questions about registering to lobby please see Fia. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022JointRules.c df fisenate. ~ov

This form is part of the public recerd for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)
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Meetifig Date Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Nummber or Topic
- anrd Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
LN
: | Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicabie)
| .! | | N z' J
Name QLN DECLA [ A (Y VAT - Phone . 2
: 1 .
. 1H ?'\\ “r ~
Address - Email \MAA A0 4!
Street . 7y ' "
& " | %X 1 ot o) o
. \ %\ " ... I‘- = — I o
AN TN X 9P
City b State " Zip

Speaking: |:|For [__] Against D_Ihforma’tion OR Waive Speaking: D In Support |:|Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

|:| | am appearing without D I am a registered lobbyist, |:| I am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsarship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to fimit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Bule 1. 2020-2022 jointRules. df flsenate. 1ov

This form s part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 {08/10/2021)
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Meetmg Date Bill Number or Topic

Deliver both copies of this form to
G: j ? Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Name L i@rqu ,3’716\9 _ Phone g S 23 gnf;d;t%wz; ? %Caia‘
Address : ‘!72 O W é603 Email l CL\;\—?D/}-C,Q V4 ﬁ@gﬂ";é
Deate FL HET G

State Zip

Speaking: m{)r [] Against ] Information QR Waive Speaking: [ In Support [ ] Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| am appearing without D | am a registered lobbyist, D | am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsorship, representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit alf persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rufe 1.

-, J_i_:_ .

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001  (08/10/2021)
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Meetin jfate Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
A’ﬂ OYO")\(I 101 < Senate professicnal staff conducting the meeting
I Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name Q‘—m"'\f{ BOQJ’\V\-Q_ _ Phone B5E ~ X5 7’9’\’0 :73

Address A ) Z S b A & an S S:?l, Email _d_d.,‘)q\;/ + bpe.}/\lme,é Q&Oﬂﬁq e

Street . ‘,U
Tollohossee [f1. 3230

City 7 State Zip

Speaking:- D For @ Against. D Information OR Waive Speaking: D In Support D Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| am appearing without | am a registered lobbyist, |:| 1 am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance

(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
F'/Df{ﬁa EQWﬁaT—Q—f@"\ IA\‘SSZZ’.FJ’-G—%)D@V\

sponsored by:
While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (08/10/2021)



The Fiorida Senate

Wm/cﬁ | £ 2927 ' APPEARANCERECORD -0

Meetmg Date . Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
M V 9 . V i C‘% 'O },\ _r Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
ommlttee Amendment Barcode (if applicakle)

iy STevens 130 %377
Addr25502/927 /\/Z:’/‘::Q&OWL Email Y'./Ck@jg“ﬁléﬂ:ofj

‘Name

&Tz_@ Lorel Fr 35704

Speaking: %r ] Against ,_Information OR WaiveSpeakingi D In Support I:IAgainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am appearing without D | am a registered lobbyist, D I am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition td‘ehcourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022 JointRules.~df fisenate.sov.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. $-001 (08/10/2021)
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; Meeting Date Xy O }\a—h\()n 6 Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic
}< % : Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
Committee » o Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Name \leY\ Vila \ (. C\ f\ 1 ]< Phone
‘. ~7
Address 77,,2 7> j"f(/u( f ‘-{/ % 7L Email

Stree!

/4,{ pKa L A2

C:ty State Zip

Speaking: [] For ﬁAgainst D Information OR Waive Speaking: |:| In Support |:| Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

D | am appearing without |:| I am a registered lobbyist, I am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance

(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit afl persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fia. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022JointRules.~df flsendte. .ov

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001  (08/10/2021)
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Meeting Date Deliver both copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic

& g_j; ’Q:]\ é .' o ]5 Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
Committee : } Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Name C/;\f ﬁl/ S \‘ OL\’M ET)\ Phone (g?u /, F’) g F/ [p@%@

Address 5768'4 (:W /,'2 %7/( ﬂ/ﬁ Email- QM%H/“M EQDGM/ZI@M

Street

DCpLp fL- —'?#f:/f

City State

Speaking: [ | For [ ] Against [ | informaton QR waive Speaking: E{Support [ 1 Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| am appearing without |:] i am a registered lobbyist, |:| I am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsarship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to fimit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2077 JoiniRules. bdf (flsenate,gov)

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001  (08/10/2021)
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Meeting Date Deliver beth copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic

[ /-0 A\p FWW— Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicabie)

Name W\L’L"lm W‘_’DX Phone ?SD *38é3'3)
Address \OO N« DUVA"— g’r Email \?V\’\Q-'H.’U x@jwwei;m

Tl L &2 5220l =0

Speaking: Eé [] Against [_] Information OR Waive Speaking: |:] In Support D Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

@{mappearing without D I am a registered lobbyist, |:| I am not a lobbyist, but received

compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is a tradition to enicaurage public testimony, time may not permit alf persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fia. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule -

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)
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Meeting Date Deliver bath copies of this form to Bill Number or Topic

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
\ﬁ; I Cornmlttee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

JlGV\lé CN\OE’ Phone H07 HI7 3744

Name f ' r

Address 2424 L(luﬁ’,l \B!hssgm (vl Email adianig &+ @idoud.com

Street

Ocon By 347

City State Zip

Speaking: D For D Against |:| Information OR Waive Speaking: Mln Support D Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

f am appearing without |:| [ am a registered lobbyist, |:| I am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation ar sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While itis a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit rhe!r remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questioris about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 20 g

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. $-001  (08/10/2021)
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Meeting Date Bill Number or Topic

Deliver both copies of this form to

ﬂ(’\{p h&{\{‘; Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
I -ermttee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Name {'ﬁ{‘_} \1/13 \F)O& J@Sﬁ'ﬂ({f‘ N Phone gO&? 203 ~lol
Address Email alcwo@sk\% ~CA T
Street J
o [ 2
JallahasSee - 323073
City State Zip
Speaking For |:| Against [ ] Information OR Waive Speaking: D InSupport  [_] Against
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
| am appearing without [I | am a registered lobbyist, D 1'am not a lobbyist, but received
compensation or sponsorship. representing: something of value for my appearance

(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by;

St Up fr Stdents

Whife it is a tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this hearing. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so
that as many persons as possible can be heard. If you have questions about registering to lobby please see Fla. Stat. §11.045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022JointRules.ndf (fisenate aov
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BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Appropriations

BILL: CS/SB 242

INTRODUCER: ~ Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee and Senator Garcia

SUBJECT: Fiscal Accountability
DATE: March 15, 2023 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Limones-Borja McVaney GO Fav/CS
2. Sanders, Shettle Sadberry AP Favorable

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes

Summary:

CS/SB 242 requires any nonprofit organization that receives state funds through a contract with
the State of Florida (state), on or after July 1, 2023, to post documents that indicate the amount
of state funds it used for the remuneration of its board of directors or officers to the contract
tracking system.

The bill requires state entities that execute, amend, or extend a contract with a nonprofit
organization on or after July 1, 2023, to include in the contract a requirement that the contractor
nonprofit provide documentation indicating its use of state funds for remuneration on a
per-contract and per-allocation basis. The required documentation must specify the amounts and
recipients of the remuneration. The bill also requires a state entity to post this documentation to
the Florida Accountability Contract Tracking System, and the nonprofit organizations to post this
documentation to its website, if it maintains one.

The impact on state government expenditures is indeterminate, but most likely insignificant. The
Department of Financial Services will likely incur costs modifying the contract management
system to include the information required by the bill.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2023.
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Il. Present Situation:
Transparency Florida Act

Section 215.985, F.S., is referred to as the Transparency Florida Act (the Act). The Act mandates

the Executive Office of the Governor, in consultation with the appropriations committees of the

Senate and the House of Representatives, to establish and maintain a single website that provides

access to all other websites required under s. 215.985, F.S. The single website, and other

websites must:

e Be constructed for usability and provide an intuitive user experience;

e Provide a consistent visual design, interaction or navigation design and information or data
presentation;

e Be deployed in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act; and

e Be compatible with all major web browsers.

The outcome of this requirement has been the single webpage known as “Transparency
Florida,”* an initiative to ensure accountability in how the state spends its money. The
Transparency Florida website allows Florida citizens to view state budgets, payments, and
contracts in order to hold state government accountable. The website provides links to:
Florida Accountability Contract Tracking System (FACTS);

Local Government Financial Reporting;

State Payments;

State Financial Reports;

State Employee Data;

State Contract Audits;

State Economic Incentives Program; and

State Financial Reports.

Florida Accountability Contract Tracking System

The Chief Financial Officer (CFO) is required to establish and maintain a secure contract
tracking system available for viewing and downloading by the public through a secure website.?
The Department of Financial Services (DFS) maintains and updates the contract tracking system.
The tracking system contains contracts, grant awards, and amendments to contracts.

Within 30 days after executing a contract, each state entity is required to post the following
information relating to the contract on the contract tracking system:

The names of the contracting entities;

The procurement method;

The contract beginning and ending dates;

The nature or type of commodities or services purchased;

Applicable contract unit prices and deliverables;

Total compensation to be paid or received under the contract;

! Department of Financial Services, Transparency Florida, available at https://www.myfloridacfo.com/Transparency/ (last
visited Mar. 9, 2023).
2 Section 215.985(14), F.S.
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e All payments made to the contractor to date;

e Applicable contract performance measures;

e |If a competitive solicitation was not used to procure the goods and services, the justification
of the action, including citation to a statutory exemption from competitive solicitation if any;
and

e Electronic copies of the contract and procurement documents that have been redacted to
exclude confidential information or exempt information.®

The state entity that is a party to the contract must update the information on the contract
tracking system within 30 calendar days after an amendment to an existing contract.*

Records made available on the contract tracking system may not reveal information made
confidential or exempt by law. Each state entity that is a party to a contract must redact
confidential and exempt information from the contract and procurement documents before
posting an electronic copy on the contract tracking system.® A request to redact confidential and
exempt information must be made in writing and delivered by mail, facsimile, electronic
transmission, or in person to the state entity. The CFO and the DFS, or an employee thereof, is
not responsible for redacting confidential or exempt information contained on the system or the
failure of a state entity to redact the confidential or exempt information. The CFO may regulate
and prohibit the posting of records that could facilitate identity theft or fraud. Such action by the
CFO dogs not supersede the duty of a public entity to provide a copy of a public record upon
request.

Contract Terms

Each public agency contract for services entered into or amended on or after July 1, 2020, must

authorize the public agency to inspect the:

e Financial records, papers, and documents of the contractor that are directly related to the
performance of the contract or the expenditure of state funds.

e Programmatic records, papers, and documents of the contractor that the public agency
determines are necessary to monitor the performance of the contract or to ensure that the
terms of the contract are being met.”

The contract shall require the contractor to provide the records, papers, and documents requested
by the public agency within 10 business days after the request is made.®

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 1 amends s. 215.985, F.S., to require state entities to post to the Florida Accountability
Contract Tracking System (FACT system) any documentation it receives pursuant to
S. 216.1366, F.S., which evinces a contractor nonprofit organization’s use of state funds for

3 Section 215.985(14)(a), F.S.

“1d.

5 Section 215.985(14)(d), F.S.
6 Section 215.985(14)(f), F.S.
7 Section 216.1366(1), F.S.
8 Section 216.1366(2), F.S.
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remuneration of its board of directors or officers. This requirement applies only to contracts with
nonprofit organizations that are executed, amended, or extended on or after July 1, 2023, and
pursuant to which the state entity makes a payment of state funds.

Section 2 amends s. 216.1366, F.S., to require any contract for services executed, amended, or

extended on or after July 1, 2023, with a nonprofit organization as defined in

s. 215.97(2)(m), F.S., to include the amount of state funds:

e Allocated to be used during the full term of the contract for remuneration to any member of
the board of directors or an officer of the contractor.

e Allocated under each payment by the public agency to be used for remuneration of any
member of the board of directors or an officer of the contractor. The documentation must
indicate the amounts and recipients of the remuneration.

Section 2 further requires that such information be included in the FACT system maintained
pursuant to s. 215.985, F.S., and be posted on the nonprofit’s website, if it maintains one.

Section 2 defines the following terms:

e “Officer” to mean a chief executive officer, chief financial officer, chief operating officer, or
any other position performing an equivalent function.

e “Remuneration” to mean all compensation earned by or awarded to personnel, whether paid
or accrued, regardless of contingency, including bonuses, accrued paid time off, severance
payments, incentive payments, contributions to a retirement plan, or in-kind payments,
reimbursements, or allowances for moving expenses, vehicles and other transportation,
telephone services, medical services, housing, and meals.

e “State funds” to mean funds paid from the General Revenue Fund or any state trust fund,
funds allocated by the Federal Government and distributed by the state, or funds appropriated
by the state for distribution through any grant program. The term does not include funds used
for the state Medicaid program.

Section 3 provides the bill takes effect July 1, 2023.
Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

Not applicable. The bill does not require counties and municipalities to spend funds,
reduce counties’ or municipalities’ ability to raise revenue, or reduce the percentage of
state tax shared with counties and municipalities.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.
C. Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.
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D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.

E. Other Constitutional Issues:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:

To implement Section 2 of the bill, a nonprofit organization may incur costs associated
with making changes necessary to post the required information on its website.

C. Government Sector Impact:

To implement Section 2 of the bill, the Department of Financial Services may incur costs
in modifying its website to include the information required by the act.

VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 215.985 and
216.1366.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Substantial Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS by Governmental Oversight and Accountability on March 7, 2023:

The committee substitute requires the state entity to post any documents submitted that
indicate the use of state funds as remuneration to the contract tracking system. The term
“state contracting system” in the original bill is corrected to read “state contract tracking
system.” The committee substitute also makes conforming changes in the title.
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B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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CS for SB 242

By the Committee on Governmental Oversight and Accountability;
and Senator Garcia

585-02358-23

2023242cl
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to fiscal accountability; amending s.

215.

985, F.S.; requiring state entities to post any

documents submitted on the contract tracking system

which indicate the use of state funds as remuneration

under certain contracts, beginning on a specified

date; deleting a provision requiring state entities to

publish payments on the contract tracking system;

amending s. 216.1366, F.S.; requiring that contracts

for

services executed, amended, or extended beginning

on a specified date require contractors to provide

specified documentation to be included in the contract

tracking system and posted to the contractor’s

website, if applicable; defining terms; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (14) of section

215.985,

215.

(14)

maintain

Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
985 Transparency in government spending.—
The Chief Financial Officer shall establish and

a secure contract tracking system available for viewing

and downloading by the public through a secure website. The

Chief Financial Officer shall use appropriate Internet security

measures

to ensure that no person has the ability to alter or

modify records available on the website.

(c)

For each contract for which a state entity makes a

payment pursuant to a contract executed, amended, or extended on
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or after July 1, 2023, the state entity shall post any documents

submitted pursuant to s. 216.1366 which indicate the use of

state funds as remuneration under the contract or a specified

payment associated with the contract on the contract tracking

system By—Jaenuary—3—204,——ecach stat AEIE hallpest—+te—th
+ £ 4+ 1es + N S e ] 2 PR N
rErae traeking—sy m—theinformation requiredin paragraph
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Section 2. Subsection (3) is added to section 216.1366,
Florida Statutes, to read:
216.1366 Contract terms.—

(3) (a) For any contract for services executed, amended, or

extended on or after July 1, 2023, with a nonprofit organization

as defined in s. 215.97(2) (m), the contract must require the

contractor to provide documentation that indicates the amount of

state funds:

1. Allocated to be used during the full term of the

contract for remuneration to any member of the board of

directors or an officer of the contractor.

2. Allocated under each payment by the public agency to be

used for remuneration of any member of the board of directors or

an officer of the contractor. The documentation must indicate

the amounts and recipients of the remuneration.

Such information must be included in the contract tracking

system maintained pursuant to s. 215.985 and must be posted on

the contractor’s website, if the contractor maintains a website.

(b) As used in this subsection, the term:

1. “Officer” means a chief executive officer, chief
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financial officer, chief operating officer, or any other

position performing an equivalent function.

2. “Remuneration” means all compensation earned by or

awarded to personnel, whether paid or accrued, regardless of

contingency, including bonuses, accrued paid time off, severance

payments, incentive payments, contributions to a retirement

plan, or in-kind payments, reimbursements, or allowances for

moving expenses, vehicles and other transportation, telephone

services, medical services, housing, and meals.

3. “State funds” means funds paid from the General Revenue

Fund or any state trust fund, funds allocated by the Federal

Government and distributed by the state, or funds appropriated

by the state for distribution through any grant program. The

term does not include funds used for the state Medicaid program.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023.

Page 3 of 3

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




The Florida Senate

Committee Agenda Request

To: Senator Doug Broxson, Chair
Committee on Appropriations

Subject: Committee Agenda Request

Date: March 8, 2023

| respectfully request that Senate Bill #242, relating to Fiscal Accountability, be placed on the:
X committee agenda at your earliest possible convenience.

[] next committee agenda.

Senator lleana Garcia
Florida Senate, District 36

File signed original with committee office S-020 (03/2004)
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